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tniYed fran Aigknd in the middla of May, and he aeema 
to have beei Loanied away by Ihy emitgnent^ and aatho^ 
iaed jndieial proseeutiona. The trials began at the com- 
m encement of June ; and the first yiotim, a woman named 

' . Bridget Biahopp wae hanged. Qovemor Fhippti embar- 
neeed l^^iTiNctraordinaiy etate of things^ called in the 
aerintence of the deigy of Boston. 

Theie was at this time in Boston a distinguished fiunily 
of puritanical ministers of the name of^liaiEer) Richard 
Mather; an En^ish non-conformist divinei had emigrated 
to America in 1636, and settled at Dorchester, where, in 
1639, he had a son bom, who was named, in accordance 
with the peculiar nomenclature of the puritans, Increase 

^ Mather. This son distinguished himself much by his ac- 

' quirements as a scholar and a theologian, became estab- 
lished aa a minister in Boston, and in 1 686 was elected pre- 
sident of Harvard College. His son,bomatBoston hi 16637] 
and called firom the name of his mother's family. Cotton / 
Mather, became more remarkable than his &ther for his/ 
scholarship^ gained also a distinguished position in Harvard 
College, and was alsob at the time of which we are qmking,< 

^a minister of the gospel in Boston. Cotton Mather had^ 
adopted all the most extreme notions of the puritanical 
par^ widi regard to vritchoraft, and he had recently had 
an opportunity of displaying them. In the summer of the 
year 1688, the children of a mason of Boston named John 
Goodwin were suddenly seised with fits and strange afilio- 
tion^ which were at once ascribed to witchcraft, and an 
Irish washerwoman named Olover, employed by the &mily, 
was suspected of being the witch. Cotton Mather was 
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called in to witness the snffniogs of Ooodwin'b ehiUien ; 
and he took home with him one of them, a Uttie giri, lAnk 
had first displayed these qrmptoms^ in otder to examine her 
with more care. The result was^ that the Irish woman ^ 
was broui^t to a trial, found guilty, and hanged ; and. 
Cotton Mather published next year an account of the case, 
under the title o^ ^'Late Memorable Piovidenees^ rdating^ 
to Witchcraft and Possessi<m,^ irtiich displays a very ex- 
trsordinary amount of credulity, and an equally great want ^ 
of anything like sound judgement This work, no doubt^ 
s pread th e alar m of 7^'^^CTf ftJhr oui|h the who le colony, 
imd had some influence on the events which followed. It 
may be supposed that the panic which had now arisen in 
Salem was not likely to be appeased by the hiteference of 
Cotton Mather and Us father. ' 

The execution of the washerwoman, (Bridget Bishops 
had greatly increased the excitement; andT^peopIe in a 
more respectable position began to be accused. On the 
19th of July five more persons were executed, and five 
more experienced the same fate on the 19th of August 
Among the latter was Mr. George Borxoug^ a minister 
of the gospel, whose principal crime appears to have been 
a disbelief in vritchcraft itself. His fOe excited consider- 
able sympathy, which, however, was checked by Cotton 
Mather, who was present at the jdaoe of execution on 
horseback, and addressed the crowd, assuring them that 
Borrou{^ was an impostor. Many people, however, had 
now become alarmed at the proceedings of the ptosecutori^ 
and among thoee executed with Borrou{^ was a man 
named John Willard, who had been employed to anest 
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Ubib pntant ohAiged by the iocmei^ and who had been 
leeoaed himeeli^ becauae^ from oonaoientiotia motivei^ he 
lefnaedtoaneetanymoie* He attempted to aaTehiinaelf 
by flight; bat he was punned and oyertakeiL Bight 
more of the imfortonate yiotima of this delusion weie 
hanged on the 2Sndof September, making in all nineteen 
who had thnssuflbred, besides one who^ in accordance with 
the old criminal law prscticep had been pressed to death 
for refusing to plead. The excitement had indeed risen 
to such a pitch that two dogs accused of witchcraft were 
put to death. _^-. , , - 

^ A certain l^egree of reactiQQ|j|ioweTeri appeared to be 
taking place, and the magistrates who had conducted the 

jpioceedings began to be alarmed, and to hi^ve some doubts 
of the wisdom of their proceedings. Cotton Mather w as ^ 
called upon by the governor to employ his pen iiy' justifying* 
what had been done; and the result was, the book which 
stands first in the present Tolume, '* The Wonders of the 

JtoTJsible WmM.-^ in which the author gives an acoSimrof 

"Mven of thTBials at Salem, compares the doings of the 
witches in New England widi those in other parts of the 
wi»kl, and adds an elaborate dissertation on witchciaft in 
SeneraL I^bookjiiras published at Boston, Massachu- 
•^ttyig^ the monfli of October, Ifijffl^ Other ciicum^ 

atanoes^ however, contributed to throw discr^t on the 
proceedings of the courts though the [witch mania was at 

tlie same time spreading throughout the whole colony. 
In this same month of October, the wife of Mr. HalO 

miniatw of Beveri^y, was accused, although no person of / 
^ and respectabUity bad the slightest doubt of her in- [ 
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nooenee j and her husband had been a lealoiia piomoler of 
the prosecutiona. This accusation brought a new lig^t on 
the mind of Mr. Hale, who became convinced of the in- 
justice in which he had been made an accomplice; but the 
other ministers who took the lead in the proceedings were 
less willingto believe in their own error; and equally con- 
vinced of the innocence of Mrs. Hale, *Jr^y ^^'twd ^ V^'^ 
tion of eonscience, whether the devil could not sssnme the 
dmpeofj Mi innocent and pio us person, as w dl as of a wick ed 
persra, for tliejurpose ot aimctuigjiia^^tims. The as- 
sistanoe of Increase Iktather, the president or principal of 
Harvard College, was now called in, and he pubKshed the 
book which is also reprinted in the present volume : '* A 
Further Account of the Tryals of theNewEnc^and Witches.;\ 
^ .... To which is added Cases of Conscience concerning 
Y^tchcrafts and Evil Spirits personating Men.** It will be 
seen that the greater piurt of the ''Cases of Conscience** is 
given to the discussion of thequestion just alluded to, which 
Increase Mather unhesitatingly decides in the affirmative. 
The scene of agitation was now removed from Salem to 
Andover, where a great number of persons were accused 
of witchcraft and thrown into prison, until a justice of the 
peace named Bradstreet^ to whom thea ccusers applied for 
warrants, refused to grant any more. Hereupon they 
cried out upon Bradstreet^ and declared that he had killed 
nine persons by means of witchcraft ; and he was so much 
alarmed that he fled from the place. The accusers aimed 
at people in higher positions in society, until at last they 
had the audacity to cry out upon the lady of governor 
Phipps himself and thus lost whatever countenance he had 
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fcU into di«,S. ml *• •ccusation. themaelv*. 

In the oounw of U»e year th*, iL ^"kingdoi^' 

•-erting their bcKrfi^.^^ **^ opportunily of ^T 

th."rf».pea-or ,p^^„7^f"l»«P'etendedto see 
"rf AadoTer ThJ- ^ ^ '"tch-aocueers at Salem 
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impottnre. Odef wiote a }i>tion rf leooontjof tlie trmts 
of Umm two yauti 1693 and l^9S^ escpoibgtlieddntioiit 
and oontroTorting the opinions of the two Mathen on tlie 
aalgeot of witohoiafti which was published under the title of 
'< Mote Wonders of the InTJaihlft World j ot the Wopders 
of the Invisible world displayed in fire parts. AnAecoont 
of the SofBarings of Margaret Rule collected by Bobert 
Cale^ merchant of Boston in New Wngland.** The par- 
tisans of the Mathers dispkyed their hostility to this book 
by pablidy burning it ; and the Mathers themselTcs kept 
up the feeling so strongly that years afterwaids^ when 
Samuel Mather, the son of Cotton, wrote his fitthco^s lifcb 
he says sneeringly of Calef : **There was a certain die* 
believer in Witchcraft who wrote against this book ^ (his 
father's 'Wonders of thelnvisiUe Worid'), ''but as the 
man is dead, his book died long before him.'* CSalef died 
in 1720. 

The witchcraft delusion had, however, been sufficiently 
dispelled to prevent the recurrence of any other such per- 
secutions ; and those who still insisted on their truth were 
restrained to the compaiatively harmless publication and 
defence of their opinions. The people of Salem were 
humbled and repentant. They deserted their minister^ 
Mr. Paris, with whom the persecution had begun, and 
were not satisfied until they had driven him away from the 
place. Their remorse continued through several yean^ 
and most of the people concerned in the judicial proceed- 
ings proclaimed their regret. The jurors signed a P4>er 
expressing their repentance, and pleading that they had 
laboured under a delusion. What ought to have been con< 

Digitized by "^^KJVJW 






\ 



%: 



k 



V 



\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



lii 




JNTRODUCTJON. 



\ 



k 
^ 



) ndmd stiU mora oonduttya, many of thoaa wlio had con-^TJ 
, feoaed thamaelTaa witdieai and had been initromental inl % 
aoeoiing otheiai fefaraeted all they had aaid, and confeaaedl^ i 

tK^ thftj K^ aMiiil tinHftf thft mfliigiiy nf tA»rft»\ Yat tha ) ^| 

Tanity of auperiorintdligencefmd knowledge waaao great: V 
in the two Bfathen that they resisted all conviction. Inhis V 
Jfayno/iOi an ecclesiastical histoiy of New England, pub- 
lished inl700,OottonMatheriepeatshis original view of the 
doings of Satan in Salem, showing no regret for the part 
he had taken in this aflhir, and making no retraction of 
any of his opinions. Still later, in 1723, he repeats them 
again in the same strain in the chapter of the ** Bemark- 
aUes" of his father entitled ''Troubles from the Invisible 
Worid.** His father. Increase Mather, had died in that 
same year at an advanced age, being in his eighty-fifth 
year. Cotton Mather died on the 13th of Februaiy, 1728. 
Whatever we may think of the credulity of these two 
eoclesiaatics, there can be no ground for 'charging them 
with acting otherwise than conscientiously, and they had 
daims on the gratitude of their countrymen sufficient to 
overbalance their error of judgment on this occasion. 
Their books relating to the terrible witchcraft delusion at 
Salem have now become very rare in the original edi- 
tioiis, and their interest, as remarkable monuments of the 
hiitovy of superstition, xnakes them well worthy of a reprint * 
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Several Things offered Against tbe InlalUUUtj of this 
Proof:— , 

1. 'Tb possible UiatthePersonsinqneetlon maybe pos- 

sessed with Evil Spiritiu Signs of sooh . • . 

2. Falling down with the Cost of the Eye prooeeds not 

ifrom a natural, bnt an arbitrarr Cause • • . • 
8. That of the bewitohcd Persons being reooTored with 

• a Toodi is various and fallible 282 

j 4. There are that question the Lawfulness of the Ex- 

* peqfment 

i "'S. Tfie Testimony of Bewitched or Possessed Persons 
. is no Evidence as to what they see ooooMning / 

I others, and therefore not as to toemselves . . • ^^^^ 

I •• Bewitched Persons have sometimes been struok 

} down with the Look of Dogs 

\ 7. If this were an Infallible Proof, there would be dif- 

I ficulty in discovering Witches 

1 8. Nothing can be produced out of the Word of Ood 

\ to shew, that this is any Proof of Witchcraft . 288 ^ 

K 8. Antipathies in Nature haveStrange and Unaooonnt- 

; able EffecU 288 

yThe Third Case considered. Whether there are any Die- 
; ooreries of Witchcraft, which Jurors and Judges may 
with a safe Conecieuce nroceed upon to theConviotioQ 
and Condemnation of toe Persons under Suspicion T. 288 
Two things premised :* 

\ 1. That tbe Evidence in the Crime of Witchcraft ought 
t to be as dear as in any other Ciimos of a GapitalT x> 
1 Nature Digitized by .VJJV^I^.v/ 288 
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CAan OP ComomtraooiiaiRiriifo WnoHoiAfn :— '^ 
fi. That thtra baT« beaa wajft of Trying Tlf^tohas loog 
oMd^whiehGodiieTarapDroraaof. Morapartlott- 
Urly that of coating tho Suapootad Flikrtj tntotho 
Watar^to try whafeharthay will Sink or Swim. Tho 
Vanity ond groat Sin whidi ia in that way of For* 

gaUon ovincad by Six Rooaoni 870 

That tSoraoroProofa for thoConviotioo of Witchaa,whidi 
JorortmoywithaaofaConacianoopcoooodnpoDtptOTod 

from Scriptoro \ ...... ^ 275 

That oFroaand VoluntaryOonfaatiooia aauffioiontGroand 

of Conviction 976 

That tho Testimony of conf otsing Witohao ogoioot otharo, 

ia not 80 door on Evidonoo oa ogoinat themadvoa • 279 
That if two Credible Persona ahall aflkm upon Oath that 
they have aeon the Person accused doingThinga,whidi 
none hot such as have familiarity with the Devil, over i 
did or can do, that's a soflBciont ground of Convictioo: 

and that this has often happened 282 

Mr Perl-inf his Solemn Caution to Jurors 283 
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IS, M I remember, the Leuned Ser i b<mi M$ ^ 
who reportti That one of hie A^t^^^nttniw^. 
dcYouUy making hie Piayeit on the behalf 
of a Pereon moleetod by JMI SpirUi^ re- 
eeivedirom thoee Eiril SfMU an horrible Blow oTtr the 
Face : And I may my eelf expect not few or email Boifet- 
inge from Evil Spirite, f or the EndeaYOOie wheiewith I am 
now going to encoanter them. I am far from ineeniible^ 
that at thie extraordinary Time of the Deoik eoming dawn 
in ffreat Wraih upon tif , thero are too many Tonguee 
and Hearte thereby id on in of EM ; that the Tarioua 
Opinions about the Witchcrafts which of later time haye 
troubled us, are maintained by some with so much cloudy 
Fury, as if they could never be sufficiently stated, unless 
written in the Liquor wherewith Witches use to writs their 
Covenants ; and that he who becomes an Author at such 
a time, had need be /eneedwiih Iron^ and the Staff of a 
Spear. The unaccountable Frowaidness, Asperity, Un-^ 
treatableness, and Inconsistency of many Persons, eveiy^ 
Day gives a visible Expoeition of that passage, An evil 
I ipiritfnm theLqrd came upon Saul; and Ulustiation of. 
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that Bf6tg^ niertmdhvn two fo n m nA fti(h Jkmk^ «9- 

emd^:fhre$, $o Oat no man might pom bif that way. 

ToiB^ abroad a book| among aoch Braden^ were a iwj^ 

uniid^fled thing, if a Man had not auoh Beaaons to give,^ 

*^l can bring, forauch an Undertaking. Briefly, I hope 

/•.it^nnot be said, They ar0 oS m; No, I hope the Body 

•,V*of this People, are yet in auch a Temper, as to be capable 

f.Vs**of applying their Thoughts, to make a Might U$6 of the 

%».y/ stupendous and prodigious Things that are happening 

.JV; amcmg us : And because I was ooncem'd, when I saw that 

uo abler Hand emitted any Essays to engage the Minds of 

this People, in such holy, pious, fruitful ImproYoments, as 

God would have to be made of his amasing Dispensations 

now upon us. Thkbbforb it is, that One of the Least 

among the Children of NeuhEnglamh has here done, what 

is done. None, but (h4 Faiher^ who see$ in Becret^ knows 

the Heart-breaking Exercises, wherewith I have composed 

what is now going to be exposed, lest I should in any one 

thing miss of doing my designed Service for his Glory, and 

for his People ; but I am now somewhat comfortably 

assured of his favourable acceptance ; and, / will not fear ; 

iohat can a Satan do unto me / 

Having performed something of what God required, in 
labouring to suit his Words unto his Works, at this Day 
among us, and therewithal handled a Theme that has been 
sometimes counted not unworthy the Pen, even of a King, 
it will easily be perceived, that some subordinate Ends have 
been considered in these Endeavours. 

I liave indeed set myself to countermine the whole plot 
of the Devil, against New-England^ in eveiy branch of it. 
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TSE AUTSOB'a DEFENCE. » 

as far as one of my darkneee, eaneompreheiidsQeha Work 
o/Darkneee. I may add, that I have herein also aimed 
at the Information and Satisbotaon of Good Men in another 
Country, a thousand Leagues oft, where I have^ it may 
b^ more, or however, more considerable Friends, ^Vp in. 
my own : And I do what lean to have that Countiy, now, 
as well as always, in the best Terms with my own. But 
while I am doing these things, I have been driven a little 
to do something likewise for myself; I mean, by JAV^g 
off the false Reports, and hard Censures about my Opinioa 
in these Matters, the Poriei^e Partiom which my jmnuit 
of Peace has procured me among the Keen. My hitherto 
ufwa^ied J7u>uglU$ are here published ; and I believe, they 
will be owned by most of the Ministers of God in these 
Colonies ; nor can amends be well made me, for the wrong 
done me, by other sorts of JtepresentaUone. 

In fine : For the Dogmatical part of my Discourse, I 
want no Defence ; for the Historical part of it, 1 have a 
very Great Cue; the LieutenantGovemour of New^ 
England having perused it, has done me the Honour of 
giving me a Shield, under the Umbrage wheieof I now 
dare to walk abroad. 
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Be?bbind and Diab Sib, 

lOU very mueh fratifj^d me^ a$ wM a$ put 
a kind Jtupect ty^on hm^ when fou put into 
my handi your elaborate and meet jfotcnh 
Me Dieeouree^ entUuled^ The Wooden of 
the Inyisible World. And hamng now perueed eo frwU' 
M and happy a Oompoeure^ upon eneh a Subfed^ at thie 
Jmndure of Time; and coneidering theplaee ttuU IhM 
in the Court of Oyer and Terminex^ etitt labouring and 
proceeding in the Trial qf the Pertone aceueed and eoi^ 
vieted/or Witcherqft, IJind that I am more nearly and 
kigUy concerned ffum ae a meer ordinary Header^ to 0ED- 
preee my Obligation and Thaniifulneee to you for eo great 
Paine; and cannot but hold myeelf many waye bounds 
even to the utmoet of what ie proper for me^ in mypreeent 
pMick Capacity^ to declare my singular Approbation 
thereof Such ie your Design^ meet plainly expreeeed 
throughout the whole; euch your Zeal for Ood^ your 
Enmity to Satan^ and hie Kingdom^ your Faithfulneee and 
Qm^foeeion to thie poor People; $uch the Vigour^ but yet 
great Temper of your Spirit; euch your Inetruction and 
Oouneel, your Care of Truth, your Wisdom and Dexterity 
in allaying and moderating that among ue^ which neede 



it; euek your dear dteeeming ^Divine Prevideneee and 
I Periode^ now r m min g on apaee temarde their fflerioue 

I Jeeuee in <A« World; and JInaUy. eueh your good Newe 
' (/TheShortneeaof the Devil'a Time, <jb< oS flkml ifm 

muet neede deebre the maUng of thie your Dieeouru 
ffUbHekto tke WorU ; and will greatly r^oyee, that the 
Spirit of the Lord hae tkue enabled ynilp lift up a Stan- 
dard against <A« Jt^femal Enemy, that hath been ooming 
in like a Flood uponua. / do therefore make U mypar^ 
tie^ and earnest Bequeet unto you, that ae eoon ae may 
be, you will commit the easne unto the Pieaa accordingly. 
J am. 

Tour asauxed Friend, 

WiLUAX Stouqbtoii. 
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LIVE by N0igkb(mt$ thst f oroe me to produce 
these ondeaenredLinea. But now, as whenMr. 
WUson beholding a great Muster of SooIdietSi 
had it by a Gentleman then preaenti said unto 
him, Sir^ Til iM ycu a great Thing : Here i$ a migUjf 
Body of People; and (here i$ noi Seven of thmn aU^ but 
what lovei Mr. Wilson. That gracious Man presently and 
pleasantly repl/d : Sir, Til tell you oi good a thing a$ 
that ; hen ii a mighty Body of People^ and there it not eo 
much ae One a$nong them o/l, but Mr. Wilson lavee him* 
Somewhat so: Tis posaiblei that among this Body of 
People, there may be few that love the Writer of this 
Book ; but give me leave to boast so far, there is not one 
among all this Body of People, whom this Mather would 
not study to serve as well as to love. With such a Spirit 
of Lave^ is the Book now before us written : I appeal to 
all thie World; and if thie World will deny me the Right 
of acknowledging so much, I appeal to the other^ that it is 
not written with an Evil Spirit : for which cause I shall 
not wonder, if Etnl Spirite be exasperated by what is 
written, as the Saddueee doubtless were with what was 
discoursed in the Days of our Saviour. I only demand 
the Justice^ that others read it, with the same Spirit 
wherewith I writ it. 
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ENCHANTMENTS ENCOUNTERED. 
Snonov I. ^u.^. 

^T was as bng ago^ as the Tear 1637, that a 
Faithful Minister of the Church of England^ 
whose Name was Mr. Bdward Symane^ did 
in a Sermon afterwards Printed, thus express 
himself; * At New-Englaml now the Son of Comfort be- 
' gins to appear, and the glorious Day-Star to ehow it- 
'self ; — Sod Fenient Annie Saeulm Serie^ there will come 
' Times in after Ages, when the Cloude wHl ovor^hadcw 
*and darken the Sky there. Many now pronuse to them- 
'selves nothing but successive Happiness there, which for 
' a time through God's Mercy they may etgoy ; and I pray 
* Qod, they may a long time ; but in this Worid there is 
'no Happiness perpetual' An Otesino/ion, or I had 
almost said,an Impiration^ veiy dismally now verify'd upon 
us I It has been aflirm'd by some who best knew Neuh 
England, That the World will do New^Kngland a gieat 
piece of Injustice, if it acknowledge not a measure of Be- 
ligion. Loyalty, Honesty, and Industry, in the People there, 
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Book, M)^r^^\^^^^''^*^*V^V^^^^ 
the Second ^TS^ZU'toT^K^'r^T^ 

J^ I hope, thTcbunt^ii ^,*f^' ^^ *«^ ««<.• 
Charity aowtmliST^ ?» ***" ^^^^ •»«* "»wer the 

\ holy, able, and painful Ov«,^^ .***** ^*^^^ •» 
l^ekhbouriv Amtw^.?^ u \~*** •"** •• "» 'heir aevemi 

- .hoat their KnowledgTiS^Si^'l^*"*'*;'^";'*" 
▼emtion, before thoiraiS^^oLfTu « ^ blameleee Con- 

jthoi?othe;:ofTrStT:»5.,''i^ 

ti«»ity «e not oniinarily d«^?ili;l^T"*l'" ^'^ 
•»» their.; aumWwwTfj u ^^T '**' theniBelvea 
in the y^o^po^Z^^^^^' «>' ^^ any thing 
^Qod; but^th^"eT'S^^^«*'»«*Wa,;S 

•--Uin, taken in:t//r^.lr:iJ- 
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GoodHnmi hat feoonuBeiidad Ihrai: Ghuiehei^ which 
Qfuatty do within themMlvct manage their own Diadpline^ 
nnder the condnet of their Elders; bat yet call in the help 
of Sytk)d$ upon Bmeigenctei^ or Aggrievancee : ChMrehmtf 
Lastly, wherein Multitudes are growing ripe for Heaven 
eveiy day ; and as &st as theee are taken ofl^ otheis are 
daily rising np. And by the Presence and Power of the 
Diyine Institutions thus maintained in the Countiy. We 5 
are still so happy, that I suppose there is no Land in the /| 
Universe more free from the debauching and the debasing^ (! 
Vices of Ungodliness. The Body of the People arej/^ 
hitherto so disposed, that Swearing^ Sabbaik-breakingf 
Whoring^ Dnmkmme$$f and the like, do not make a Qentle- 
man, but a Monster, or a Goblin, in the vulgar Estimation. 
All this notwithstanding, we must humbly confess to our 
God, that we are miserably degenerated from the first Love 
of our Predecessors ; however we boast our selves a little, 
when Men would go to trample upon us, and we venture 
to say. Wherein eoever any i$ held (we $peak fooli$hljf) w$ 
are bold dl$o. The first Planters of these Cobnies were 
a chosen Generation of Men, who were first so pure, as to 
disrelish many things which they thouf^t wanted Refor- 
mation elsewhere ; and yet withal so peaceable, that they 
embraced a voluntary Exile in a squalid, horrid, American 
DeBart,ratherthan to liveinContentions with their Brethren. 
Those good Men imagined that they should leave their 
Posterity in a place, where they should never see the Inroads 
of Profknity, or Superstition : and a famous Person re- 
turning hence, could in a sermon before the Parliament^ 
profess, / have now been $tcen Year$ in a Omntry^ where 
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^y»rM»oiuAiMdmHlt,orhsardoneOath$wom,or 
Mdd one Beggar in theSfreeU ail the whOe. Such gmt 
Ptonom aa Bmheue, and othera, who miaUwk Sit Thonuu 
Moot's Utopia, for a Countiy leaUy axiatont, and atirr'd 
up aome Divinos charitaUy to undertake aVoyage tWther, 
migUtnow have certainly found a Thith in their Mistake j 
ifea-England was a true Utopia. But, alaa, the ChUdten 
•nd Servauta of those old Plantere must needs afford many, 
degenerate Plants, and there is now risen up a Number of 
People, otherwise inclined than our Joehua't, and the 
Elders that out-liv'd them. Those two things our holy 
Pr^nitors, and our happy Advantages make Omissions 
of Duty, and such Spiritual Disorders as the whole World 
•broad is overwlielmed with, to be as provoking in (u, aa 
the most flagitious Wickodnessosoommittodinother places ; 
and the Ministers of God are accordingly severe in their 
TestMiionies: But in short, those Interests of the QospeL 
which were the Krrand of our Fathers into these Ends of 
the EarUi, have been too much neglected and postponed, 
•nd Uie Attaiiuncnts of an handsome Education, have been 
too much undervnluod, by Multitudes that have not fallen 
into Exorbitances of Wickedness ; and some, especially of 
I our young Ones, when they have got abroad from under 
the Beatramts here Uid upon them, have become extravv 
^Uy and abominably Vicious. Henco 'tis, that the 
Happiness of NeiP^Emjlaml has been but for a time, aa it 
WM foretold, and not for a long time, as has been deair'd 
»r ua. A Variety of Calamity lias long foUow'd this 
Plantotion; and we have all the Reason imaginable to 
•«abe It unto the Rebuke of Heaven upon us for our 



ENCOUNTERED. IS 

inuifold 4poiftMte; we oiike BO ii|^t uaa of oar DiMwtsm /^ 
If we do not^ R/member aehmee we are/allem, and rtpent^ 
and do tkejbrtt worke. But yet our AiBietioos may come 
under • farther Conaideration with ua: There is • Anther 
Onam of our AflUctions, whoee due must be giren him. 



S IL The Ke¥hBnfflamUr$ are • Peoi^e of God settled 
•f those, which were once the Devife Territories; end it 
lay easily be supposed that the DevH was eToesdingly 
I Isturbed, when he perceived such • People here accom- 
lishing the Promise of old made unto our Blessed Jesui^ 
fSuU He ihoM Tuue the Vtmoet parte of the Earth firt hie 
^m. voteeeeion. There was not • greater Uproar among the 
I Epheeiane, when the Gospel waa first brought among them, 
l/y than there was among, The Powere of the Air (after whom 
I those Ej)heeiant vralked) wlien first the SHoer rmtnpsf* 
*' of the Gospel here made the JogfiU Sound. The Devil 
thus IrritatKl, immediately try'd all sorts of Methods to 
overturn this poor Plantation : and so much of the Church, 
as was fled into thi* WilJerneee, immediately found The 
Serpent eaet otUo/hie Mouth a Flood far the carrying of 
it away. I believe that never were more Satanicat De- 
vieee used for the Unsetling of any People under the Sun, 
than what have been Kmploy'dfor the Extirpation of the 
Vine which God haa here Planted, Catting out the JImOm, 
anil preparing a Boom before it, and earning it to take 
deep Boot, and fUl the Land, eo that it eeiU ite Boughe 
unto the Atlantic Sea Eastward, and ite BrandUe unto the 
Connecticut /b'lwr Westward, and the HUle were eovered 
leith theOuulow thereof. But, All those Attempts of Hell, 
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1«T« blUi«to l««i AbortiTe, nitty « «««rhM be^^ 
Sl^tS^the P«i* of God, by "• P«« People hw^ 

Dan. WWore the Dora ia now iMkingoM Attempt 
iSi npon «.;.u Attempt «.o«Difficolt.nK«8^pri««ft 
^ liari'd with unintelligible Ciwum-Uuicee thtt eny 
that we bave WthettoEncountted ; an Attempt toOnheal, 
S^trwegetweUthro«gb.we d«ai«)one^ioy^«fcjo»D»^ 

withall the VMuretoi HeU Trodden Mmlerour M, He 
ha. wanted hi. IneamUe Le.jUm to Pen>eeuf i», a. tt» 
Peoide of God have in the other Hemisphere bewi Pene- 
cuuSh he hM therefore drnwn forth hi. more ^n^ 
rnTtomakeanAttacquenponn.. WehavebeM».dy«jd 
br«>»e Credible ChrirtianB yet aUve. *!»* » Mdefactor, 
2«»ed of Witchcraft a. weU as if«»xtor, and Executed m 
thi. pUce more than Forty Yea» ego. did UiengiveNotios 
oUAnHarrMe Vunagaimt the 0«»*ry 6y W.T<«cau« 
Md a Fomdation of Witohoiuft then laul, tch^ ^ »< 
were not teaeonalAy dieeovered, wouUl probacy BJme uj», 
and putt down att the Churchee in the Country. And we 
hav» uo.r rith Horror seen the Dieeooery of such a Wtteh. 
erafl I An Army of DemU is horribly broke in «?<« tt»e 
u]M» which is the CW*-, and after a sor^ the J»r.<-fto.-n 
of our 2W«& Settlements : and the Houses of the Good . 
People there are fiU'd with the doleful Shrieks of their i 
Children and Servants, Tormented by Invisible Hands, 
withTorturcs altogether pretomatuiaL After the Mischiefs 
there Endeavoured, and since in part Conquered, the 
terrible Plague, of Kml Anyel*, hath made its l»rogress mto 
•ome other places, where other Persons have been in like 
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Diabolically handled] These oar poor AflHated 
lirei{^boar% quickly after they become Jt^icUi and /«i- 
fmted with these Aamofii^ arrive to a CSapad^ of Diaoem* 
ing those which they oonoeive HhmSkegpee of theitlVoablen; 
and notwithstanding the Great and Just Saafiidoa, that 
the AnNOtt« mi^t Impose the Sft<g)M<rfInnooeDtPetsoafl 
in their Spednd BjMbiiiom npon the Sufferer^ (which 
may periiaps prove no small part of the Witd^Plat In the 
issue) yet many of the Persons thus Bepreeented, being 
Wraminwd, several of them have been Convicted of aveiy 
DamnaUe tFUehrraft : yea, more than One TtmUy have 
Oof^ewei, that they have Signed unto a Book, which the 
Devil show'd them, and Engaged in hia Helliah Design of 
JBewitehing and Ruining our Land. We know not, at 
i<Mat / know not, how far the Ddueione of Satan may bo 
Interwoven into some Cireumstances of the Cot^feteione ; 
but one would think, all the Roles of Understanding 
Humane AAiirs are at an end, if after so msny most Vol* 
nntary Harmonious Coi^eaeiom, made by Intelligent 
Persons of all Ages, in sundry Town% at several Times, 
we must not Believe the main ttroket wherein those CSmi- 
feeeiom all agree : especially when we have a thousand 
pretematuralThings every day beforo our eyes, wherein the 
Confeuor$ do acknowledge their Concernment, and give 
Demonstration of their being so Concerned. If the Devils 
now can strike the minds of men with any Poieone of so 
fine a Composition and Operation, that Scores of Innocent 
People shall Unite, in Confeeeione of a Crime, which we 
see actually oommitteil, it is a thing prodigious, beyond the 
Wonders of the former Ages, and it threatens no less than 
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A tort of aDiitoltitiou upon the World. Now. by thaee 
OmifmUm *tia Agreed, Thai the Devil hae made a dread- 
ful Knot of WUchm in the Country, and by the help of 
WUdm hae dieadfully increased that Knot : Thai theee 
WUehei have driven a Tkade of Commiarioning their Chnr 
fBd€rateSjnnis,ioio all aortsof Miachiefa totheKeighbonri^ 
whereupon there have ensued such Mischievous conse- 
quences upon the Bodies andEstates of the Neighbourhood, 
as could not otherwise be accounted for : yea. That at 
prodigious Witch-Meetingi^ the Wretches have proceeded 
ao iar, as to Concert and Consult the Methods of Booting 
out the Christian Religion from this Country, and sotting 
up instead of it, perhaps a more gross Diabotimif than ever 
theWorld saw before. And yet it will be a thing little shor^ 
of ifirart€f if in so upread a Business as this, the Devil 
should not get in some of his Juggles, to confound the 
Discovery of all the rest 

S IIL Doubtless, the Thoughts of many will receive a 
great Scandal against New-England^ from the Number of 
Persons that have been Accused, or Suspected for fFitehr 
era/if in this Country : But it were easie to offer many 
things, that may Answer aud Abate the Scandal. If the 
Holy Ood should any where permit the Devils to hook two 
or three wicked ^VAoIon into Witchcfuftf and tlion by 
their Assistance to Kange with their P0i$anau$ Insinuatumi 
among Ignorant, EnVious^ Discontented People, till they 
have cunningly decoy'd them into some sudden Act, 
whereby UieToyls of Hell shall be perliaps inextricably cast 
over them : what Country in the World would not afford 
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ITAdtainaiiMNattoftPiodigjrl Aoooidi|ig^,fh«Klng 

^mM<dawtdmt^D9imMfk,Beoamd^ y«ft uid Avimd it 

mU; m well M the ProTinee of Nmi-Btii^mit liwr* had 

their Stoima of Witeheraftt breaking apoo them, whlek 

have made mort LamenteUe Devastatioaa : whioh alw I 

wiuh may be 7%« Lari. And it ia not nneaiie to be 

ima^ned, That God haa not brought oat all the WHehtr^ftt 

in many other Landa with auch a apeedy, dreadful, de* 

atroying Jeahutie, as boms forth upon such Hif^ Trm$(m$^ 

oommitted here in A Land of Uprightnem : Tianagreaeut* 

may more quickly here than elsewhere become aPrey to tbe 

Vengeance of Him, Who ha$ Eym UJm a Flam of. Fht, 

•nd, vho «M»« in tie midd of Hm OMm OandUdkku 

Moreover, There are many parte of theWorld, who if they 

do np<m this Occasion insult over this People of Ood, need 

only to be told the Story of what happen'd at Io<m, in the 

Dntohy of OvUe, where a Popish Curate having inefTectu- 

ally try'dmany Charma to eject the Devil out of a Damsel 

there possessed, he passionately bid the Devil come out of 

her into himself; but the Devil anawered him, QumI mihi 

Opu$, ett eum tentart^ qtttm Nooiatimo dit, Jun Optimo, 

tMmjto*$mitnut Thtt in. What mud I mtddU ttUh om /^ 

tohom Jam «r» to hav«, andholdat the Loit-daif a$ my 

oun for ever/ 

But besidca all thli, give me leave to add, it is to be^ 
hoped. That among the Persons represented by the ^^edm 
whioh now afflict our Neighbours, there will be found tome- 
that never explicitty contracted with any of the JMlAngete.. 
The Witches have not only intimated, but some of them, 
•okttowledge. Tl»at they have plotted the Bepieaentetiona. 
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of InMoemt Arnrnt, to ooTer and •belter themaelTee in 
their Witchcmfu; now. eltho* our good God has hitherto 
generaUy pieaerved us from the Abuse therein designdby 
the Devils for us, yetvrhoof uscan exacUy sUte, Umfiir 
4mr Ood way for owr Okatiuement pentUi ih§ DeM to 
proceed in$ueh an Abmet It was the Result of a Discourse 
lately held at a Meeting of some very Pious and Learned 
Ministers among us, That the DeviU may eotneHmes haee 
n permission to Represent an Innocent Person, as Tomtent- 
iwj such as ate under DiaMicai Molestations : But that 
jfurA things are Bare and Extraordinary; especioBy whm 
jiiirA matters come lie/ore Oiml Jwlicatw^. The Opinion 
expiosscMl witii so much Caution and Judgment, seems to 
be the prevailing sense of many others, who are men 
Eniinently Cautious and Judicious; and have both Argu^ 
went and History to Countenance tliera in it. It is /toi-e 
ami Exti-aoidinary for an Honest Nahoth to liave his 
Life it self Sworn away by two Children of Belial, and yet 
nolnfringoment hereby made on the Rectoml Righteousness 
of our Eternal Sovereign, whoso Judgments are a Great 
Deep, and who gives none Account of His matters. Thus, 
although the Api)earance of Innocent Tersons in SpecttxU 
^rAtti/tVww afflicting the Neighbour-hood, be a thing Bare 
md Extraaidinary ; yet who can be sure, tiiat the great 
Bdialot Hell must needs be always roAcJup from this piece 
of Mischief! Tlio best man that ever liveil has been called 
a Witch : and why may not tf lis tcio usual and unliappy 
Symptom of A Witch, oven a Spectral Roprosontatioii, 
befall a i^rHon that sliall be none of the worst! Is it not 
pciHsililel Tlie Lajflamlen will toll us 'tis iMwsiblo : for 
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Persona to be unwittini^ attended with o&MomDmmane 
bequeathed onto them,and impos'd upon them, by Relations 
that have been IFtldUs. OMOiy, also, Whether at a Tim^ C^ 
when the Devil with his Witohes are engsg^d in a War 
upon a people, some certain steps of our% in such a Wax^ 
may not be fdlow'd with our appearing so and so for a 
while among them in the Visions of our afflicted Ibrlome I 
And, y/lio can certainly say, what other Degrees or Me- yi 
thods of sinning, besides that of a pia Mical Oony^fl et, may jj^ 
give the Devils advantage to act In the Shape of themjf 
that have miscarried t Besides what may happen for a 
while, to try the Patience of the Yertuous. May not some 
that have been ready upon feeUe grounds uncharitably to 
Censuro and Reproach other people, be puniahed for it 
by Spectres for a while exposing them to Censure and 
Reproach t And furthermore, I pray, that it may be con- 
sidered, Whether a World of Magical Tricks often used 
in the World, may not insensibly oblige Devils to wait 
upon the Superstitious Users of thenu A Witty Writer 
against Saddueism has this Observation, That persons 
who never made any express Contract with Apostate 
Spiiits, yet may Act strange Things by Diabolick Aids, 
which ^ey procuro by the use of those wicked Ponne 
and Arts, that the Devil first imparted unto his Con« 
federates. And he adds, fFe know not but the Latcs of\ 
the Dark Kingdom may Ef\joyn a particular Attendance 
upon alt those that practice their Mysteries, wJiether theyi 
knots tJiem to be thein or no. Some of them that have 
been cr/d out upon a imploying Sidl Sjnrits to hurt our 
Land have been knovm to be most bloody Portune-Tellers ; 
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. and aoDiii of tham hare oonf eited, That when they toll 
I JbffimM, they would pietend the Bulee of Okinmtmty 
\ end the like Ignomnt Bcienceii bat indeed they had no 
I Bole (they aaid) but thiii TU thingi wert then Darted 
Mo their minde. Darted/ Ye Wtetchca; By whom, I I 
pray t Snrdy by none but the Devife ; who^ tho' perfaapa ' 
they did not esidctly Foreknow all the thua Predicted Con-- 
tingendea; yet kaving onoe Foretold them, they atood 
bound in Honour now to uae their lutereati which alaai in 
TkU Worlds ia very greats for the Accomplishment of their 
own Predictiona. There are othera» that have uaed moat 
wicked Soreeriee to gratifie their unlawful Curioaitiea, or to 
prevent Inconveniencea in Man and Beaat; Soreeriee^ 
which I will not Name^ leat I ahould by Naming, Teach 
them. Now, aome Deinl ia evermore invited into the 
> Service of the Peraon that ahall Practice theae WitcherafU; 
^ and if they have gone on Impenitently in theaeCommuniona 
with any DevU^ the DeM may perhapa become at laat a \ 
Fannliar to them, and ao aaaume their Livery^ that they ! 
cannot ahake him off in any way^ but that One, which I ' 
would moat heartUy preacribe unfo them, Namely, That of / 
a deep and long Bepentance. Should thcae Impietiee have \ 
been committed in auch a place aa NenhEtujland^ for my 
part 1 ahould not wonder, if when DetnU are Expoaing tlie 
Onmer Witchea among ua, God permit them to bring in 
theae Leeeer ones with the reat for their perpetual Humili* 
ation. In the laaue therefore, may it not be found, that 
New-Bnglaml ia not ao atock'd with Rattle SnaJcee^ aa \i'aa 



I lY . But I do not believei that the progroaa of WUch^ 
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cit|/tamongua,ia all the Plot whiehthaPevilia managing in 
the IKiletftm^ now upon ua. Itiajudged,That the Devil \ 
laia'd the Storm, whereof we read in the Eighth Chapter 
of Matihme^ on purpoae to overset the little Veaael wherein 
the Diaciplea of Our Lord were Embarqued with HiuL 
And it may be feared, that in the HorribteTempeei whioh 
ianowuponouraelvea,thedeaignof theDeviliatoainkthat ^ 
Happy Settlementof Government^ wherewith AlmightyGod ^ 
haa gracioualy endincd Their Majeatiea to favour ua. We, i 
aie bleaaed with a Oovirnoub, than whom no man can^ ; 
be more willing to aerve Their Majeatiea, or thia their Pro- 
vince : He ia continually venturing hia AR to do it : and 
were notthelntereatsof hia Prince dearer to him than hia 
own, he could not but aoon bewearyof the JlirfDi, whereat 
he aita. We are under the Influence of a LiiUTiNAirT . 
QovBRNOUB, who not only by being admirably accompliahed 
both vrith Natural and Acquired Endowmenta, ia fitted for 
the Service of Thoir Majeatiea, but alao with an unapotted 
Fidelity appliea himaelf to that Service. Our CoimoiL- 
Louna aie aome of our moat Eminent Peraona, and aa 
Loyal Suljecta to the Crown, aa hearty lovera of their 
Country. Our Conatitution alao ia attended with aiogular 
Priviledgea; All whioh Thinga aie by the Devil exceedinj^y 
JEWi'y'ff unto ua. And theDevil will doubtleaa take thiaocca- 
aion for the raiaing of auch complainta and clamoura, aa may 
be of pemicioua conaequonce unto aome part of our preaent 
Settlement, if he can ao far /hijxm. But that which moat 
of all Threatena ua, in our proaent Circumatancea, ia the 
ifieutulemtamKny^ and ao the Animoeity^ whereinto the 
Witchcrnfl now Baging, haa Enchanted ua. The Em- 
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broiling, flnl^ of our SpbiU^ and then of onr Afain, U 
OTidently m conaidenible a Bnineh of the Helliah Intriguo 
whioh now vexes u« m any ono Thing whataoever, The^ 
Devil haa made ua like a Traubleil Sea^ and the Mire and 
Mutl begins now also to heave up apaoe. Even Good and 
Wise Men suffer themselves to fall into their PcmM^iis; 
and the Shake which the Devil is now giving us, fetches 
up the Diri whioh before lay still at the bottom of our 
aanful Hearts. If we allow the Mad Dogs of Hell to poyson 
na by biting us, we shall imagine tliat we see nothing but 
auch things about us, and like such things fly upon all that 
we see. Were it not for what is in us, for my part^ I 
ahould not fear a thousand Legions of Devils : 'tis'by our 
Quarrels that we spoil our Prayers; and if our humble 
lealousi and united Prayers are once liindred : Alas^ the 
PhiNstined^ of Hell have cut our Locks for us; they will 
then blind us, mock us, mine us : In trutli, I cannot alto- 
gether blame it» if People are a little transported, when 
they conceive all the seculctf Interests of themselves and 
their Families at the Stake ; and yet at the sight of these 
Heartburnings, I cannot forbear the Exclamation of the 
Sweet^rited Awiin^ in his Pacificatory Epistle to Jeroffi, 
on the Contest with Bufin^ O tnisera ^ misemnda Conditio/ 

Condition, truly miserable ! But what shall be done to 
eura these Distractions t It is wonderfully necessary, that 
some hcaUng Attempts be made at this time : And I must 
needs confess (if I may speak so much) like a iVanaitseii, 

1 am so desirous of a share in them, that if, being thrown 
overboaid, were needful to alky the Stonn^ I sliould think 
DyingaTVifle to be undergone, for so groat a Blessedness. 
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I y. I would most impoitanately in the first plaoe^ 
entreat eveiy Man to maintain an holy Jealouaie over hi» 
Soul at thia time, and think; May not the Devil make me 
though ignorantly and unwillin^y, to be an Instrument 
of doing something that he would have to be done t For 
my part, I freely own my Suspicion^ lest something of 
Enchantment|havereach*d more Persons and Spirits^ amon^p 
us, than we are well aware ol But then, let us more 
generally agree to maintain a kind Opinion one of another- 
That Charity without whicli, even our giving our Bodies to 
be burned Would profit nothing, uses to proceed by this 
Rule ; It is kind, it is not easily provoked, it thinks no Evil, 
it believes all things, hopes all things* But if we disregard 
this Rule of Charity, we shall indeed give our Body Pol- 
tick' to be burned. I have heard it aifirmed, That in the 
late great Flood upon Connecticut^ those Creatures which 
could not but have quarrelled at anotIiertime,yet now being 
driven together, very agreeably stood by one another. I 
am sure we shall be worse thim Brute9 if we fly upon one 
another at a time when the Flooda of Belial make ua afraid* 
On the one side ; [Aks, my Pen, must thou write the 
word. Side in the Business 1] There are very worthy Men, 
who having been called by God, when and where this 
Witchcraft first appeared upon Uie Stage to encounter it, 
are earnestly desirous to have it sifted unto the bottom of 
it And I pray, which of ua all that should live under the 
continual Impressions of the Tortures, Outcries^ and Ha- 
vooks which Devils confessedly Commissioned by Witohea 
make among their distressed Neighbours, would not have 
a Biass that way beyond other Men t Persona thia waj 
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.diflpoMd haT6 been Men eminent for Wisdom and Yertoe^ 
.and Men acted by a noble Principle of Conadence: Had 
not Conadence (of duty to Ood) prevailed aboye ottier 
Gonaiderationa with thenii they would not for all they are 
worth in the World have medlod in thia Thorny buaineaa. 
Have there been any disputed Methods used indiaoovering 
the Works of Darknesa t It may be none but what have 
had gieat Pieaedents in other parts of the World ; which 
may, though not altogether justifie, yet much alleviate a 
Miatake in us if there should happen to be found anysuch 
mistake in so dark a Matter. Tliey have done what they 
bavedonCyWithmultipKod Addresses toQodforhistiuidance, 
and have not been insensible how jiuch they have exposed 
themselves in what they have done. Yea, they would 
^adly contrive and receive an expedient^ how the diedding 
of Blood, might be spared, by the Recovery of Witches, 
not gone beyond the Keach of Pardon. And after all, 
they invite all good Men, in Terms to this purpose, * Be- 
ring amaxed at the Number and Quality of those accused 
'of late, we do not know but Satan by his Wiles may have 
'enwrapped aome innocent Persons ; and therefore should 
'earnestly and humbly desire the most Critical Enquiry 
.'upon the place, to find out the Falocy ; tliat there may 
' be none of the servants of the Lord, with the Worshippers 
' of Baal.* I may also add. That whereas, if once a Witch, 
do ingeniously confess among us, no more Sjteett'eti do in 
their Shapes after this, trouble the Vicinage; if any guilty 
Creatures vrill accordingly to so good purpose confess their 
Crime to any Minister of God, and get out of the Snare 
of (he Devil, as no Minister will discover such a Conscien* 
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tiona Confeasioiii so I believe none in the Antborftj will 
press him to discover it; but rqjoyc^din a Bool aav*d from 
Death. On the other aide [if I mnat again nae the word 
SUhf which yet I hope to live to blot oat] there are very 
worthy Men, who are not a little dissatisfied at the Pro- 
eeedings in the Proseoution of this Witohciaft And why t 
Kot because they would have any such abominable things 
defended from the Strokee of Impartial Juatiee. No^ 
tliose Beverend Persons who gave in this Advice unto the 
Honourable Council; 'That Presumptions, whereupon 
'Persons may be Committed, and much more Convictions^ 
'whereupon Persons may be Condemned, aa guilty of 
' Witchcrafts, ought certainly to be more consideraUe, than 
' barely the Accused Persons beingrepresented by a Spidre 
'unto the Afflicted; Nor are Alterationa made in the 
'Sufierers, by a Look or Touch of the Accuaed, to be 
'esteemed an infallible Evidence of Ouilt ; but frequently 
'liable to be abused by the Devils Legerdemaina* : I say, 
those very Men of God most conscientiously Sulijoined this 
Article to that Advice, — 'Nevertheless we cannot but 
' humbly recommend unto the Government^ tlie speedy and 
'vigorous Prosecution of such as have rondred them- 
'selves Obnoxious ; according to the best Directions given 
' in the Laws of God, and the wholsome Statutea of the 
' JBnylish Nation for the Detection of Witchcraft' Only 
tis a most commendable cautiousness in those gracious 
Men, to be very shye lest the Devil get so far into our 
Faith, as that for the sake of many Trutha which we find 
he tells us, we come at length to believe any Lyes, where- 
with he may abuse ua : whereupon, what a Desolation of 
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CoDsoqimiOMl and leet than shcmld be any fueh PrindplM 
taken uis aa when put into Piaotioe muat unaToidably 
cause the Bi{^wu$ to Peri$h mth the Wicked; orpxocuia 
the Bloodshed of any Personsi like the Oihemitee^ whom 
some learned Men suppose to be under a false Notum of 
Witches^ by &iti/ exterminated. 

They would have all due steps taken for the Extinction 
of Witches ; but they would fain have them be sure ones; 
nor is it from any thing, but the real and hearty goodness 
of such Men, that they are loth to surmise ill of other Men, 
till theie be the fullest Evidence for the surmises. As for 
the Honourable Judges that have been hitherto in the 
Commission, they are above my Consideration : wherefore 
I will only say thus much of them, That such of them aa 
I have the Honour of a Personal Acquaintance with, are 
Men of an excellent Spirit; and aa at first they went about 
the work for which they were Commissioned, with a very 
giest aversion, so they havestiU been under Heart-breaking 
BoUicitudes, how Uiey might therein best serve both God 
and Man* In fine. Have there been faults on any side 
fallen intot Surely, they have at worst been but the faults 
of a well-meaning Ignorance. On every side then, why 
shoukl not we endeavour with amicable Correspondencies^ 
to help one another out of the Snares wherein the Devil 
wouM involve usi To wrangle the Devil out of the Countiy, 
win be truly a New Experiment : Abs I we are not aware 
of the Devil, if we do not think, that he aims at infl a min g 
us one against anotlier ; and shall we suffer our selves tobe 
DeviUridden t or by any unadviaableness contribute unto 
the Widening of our Breachesi 
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To say no more, there is a published and eiedible Belaf 
tioii ; which afBrmsi That very ktely in a part of Jhyloiici; I 
whavs some of the Neighbouriiood were quanellinA a| C^^ 
Baeen from the top of a tree very artioulately and uiiao*) '^'^\^ 
oountaUy cry*d out, Beadthe Third of Ootoeeiam and ike! 
Fifteenth I Were I my self to chuse what sort of Bird I 
would be transformed into, I would say, O that Ihadwintje 
hke a Dave I Nevertheless, I will for once do the OflSoe, 
which aa it seems, Heaven sent tliat iloMH upon ; even to 
beg. That the Peace of Ood may Rule in oar Hearte. 



S VL Tis necess arv tha t we unite in every thing : but 
there are especially two Things wherein our Uniim must 
carry us along tc^ther. W e are -to unite in our En- 
deavours to deliver our distressed Neighbours, from the 
horrible Annoyances and Molestations with which a dread- 
ful Witchcraft is now persecuting of them. To have an 
hand in any thing, that may stifle or obstruct a Begular 
Detection of that Witdicraf t, is what we may well with an 
holy fear avoid. Their Majesties good Subjecte must not 
every day be torn to pieces by horrid Witches, and those 
bloody Felons, be loft wholly unprosecuted. l*he Witch- 
craft is a business that will not be shamed, without plunging 
us into sore Phigues, and of long continuance. But then 
we are t o unite in such methods for this deliverance, as 
may be unquestionably safe, lest the laitet emi be ^eotee 
than the beginning. And here, what shall I sayl I will 
venture to say thus much. That we are safe, when we make 
Just as much use of all Advice from the invisible World, as 
Ood sends it for. It is a safe Principle, That when God 
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Almighty peimita any Spirits fiom the onaeen B^gimi% to 
▼iait ua with aurpriiing Informational there ia then aome- 
thing to be enqidied after ; we are then to enquire of one 
another, What cause there ia for auch thingat The pe- 
eu!iar Oovemment of Gbd, orer the unbodied Intelligenoeai 
ia a aufBcient Foundation for this Principle. When there 
haa been a Murder committed, an Apparition of the skin 
r Party, accusing of any Man, altho' such Apparitions have 
• oftnerapoke true tlian false, is not enough to Convict the 
I Man as guilty of that Mvurder ; but yet it is a sufficient 
; occasion for Magistrates to make a particular Enquiry, 
whether such a Man have afforded any ground for such an 
Accusation. Even so a Spectre exactly resembling such 
or such a Person, when the Neighbourhood are tormented 
by such Spectres, may reasonably make Magistrates in- 
quisitive whether the Person so represented have done or 
said any thing that may aigue their confederacy with Evil 
Spirits, altho' it may be defective enough in point of Con- 
viction ; especially at a time, when 'tis ix^ssible, some over* 
powerful Conjuror may have got the skill of thus exhibiting 
the Shapes of all sorts of Persons, on purpose to stop the 
Prosecution of the Wretches, whom due Enquiries thus 
provoked, might have made obnoxious unto Justice. 

(hujbit^ ^Vholher if God would have us to proceed any 
farther than bare Enquiry^ upon what reports there may 
come against any Man, from the World of SjntHtf, he vriU 
not by his Providence at the same time have brought into 
our hands, these more evident and sensible things, where- 
upon a man is to be esteemed a Criminal. But I will 
venture to say this further, that it will be safe to account 
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oooaidanbls thingi to be btonght aadw a Jodidal PtoOMib 
ontilitbefoundbyHaiiuuieObMrTatioDsthattlMPMi^d of 
MankiiMliithttrabydistiubed. WoaraHimuuMGrattaiM 
•nd W6 «• Mfe while we aey, they moet be HamuM 
Witneaeetb who alao hare in the pertiealar Aet of Seeing, 
or Hearing, which enablea them to be 'Witnnewe, haXm 
more than Humane AMietancee, that aieto turn the Scale 
when Laws are to be executed. And upon thia Head I 
will further add ; A wise and a juat M^gietrnte^ mar eo 
far gire way to a common Stream of Diaaatia&etion, ae to 
forbear acting up to the heighth of hia own Penwanon 
about what may be judged oonviotire of a Crime, whoee 
Nature shall be eo abetmae and obscure, as to raise much 
Disputetion. Tho' he may notdo what he should leare un> 
done, yet he may leare undone something that else he oouU 
do, when the Publick Safety makee an Bxigmn^. 

§ VIL I was going to make one Ventun more ; that Vy' 
is, to offer some aefe Rules, for the findi^ out of the I 
Witche^ which are at this day our aoeuned l^oublers: 
Imt this were a Venture too Pnmmph»o»» taA learian 
for me to make ; I leare that unto thoee EzoeUent and 
Judicious Persons, with whom I am not worthy to be num- 
bsr^: All that I shaU do, shaU be to by before my 
Headers, a brief 8vnopri$oi what has been written on that 
Subject, by a Triumrirate of as Eminent Persons as hare 
erer handled it I will begin with. 
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AN ABSTRACT OF MR PERKINS'S WAT FOR 
THE DISCOVERT OF "WITCHES. 

L Thmi of» PwwmptioM, wihiekdo atUeutpniMy 
amieoi^eehtraaynottoitetobtaWML Tkm give oc^ 
ea$Um io Sxamint, yet they art no eufieieiU Cknim of 

OouidUm. . , 3 - j .«_ 

VLlfa^ Man or Woman le notonoudy defamed for 

m Witch, flW» yieltU a stroHff Smpition, Yet the Jvdge 

ought eare/uUy to look, that the Report U made by Men 

of HoMety and Credit. 

IIL V a FoUow-Witeh, or Magician, give Tetttmony 

of any Permm to he a Witch ; thie indeed ie not eufideiU 

for Condemnation: butUie afit Preeuinption to ea»m a 

etrait JSxamintUion. 

IV. // after Cureing there follow Death, or at leatt eonrn 
wieAief: for Witches are wont to practiee their ini»- 
tJkiecoM Facte, by Cureing and Banning : Thie aieo ie a 
mffieient matter of Examination, iho* not of Coiwietion, 

V. // after Enmity, Quarrelling, or Threattdng, a 
prnent mi*ehief doee follote ; thataleoiea great PreeMnp- 

tion. 

VI. // the party euepeeted be the Son or Daughter, the 
man^errmt or maid-eervani, the Familiar Friend, near 
iieiifhbor, or old Companion, of a known and convicted 
Wilrh; thie may be likewiee a Presumption; for JFitchr 
craft i* an Art that may be learned, and conveyed from 
tnan to man. 
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Vila BomB mMthu for a I H wmnp Hm : Jf flU Awtfy 
$u $p eete d be/bmd to have tta JMvit$ mark; foriiU mm 
maiUjf ihau^t uhm the Devil makm hk Cknmumi wUh 
ihmm^ h§ aheaim Jeavm his $Mirk bAimd fhrnn^ wherAjf A# 
kmnm ihem for H$ oten >-a tnark uhermijf no mridmt 
Beoicm in Nature eon be givenn 

VIIL Laetly^ If the party eaeamined be Uneamtant^ cr 
eontraty to himeel/, in hie Miberate Aneteen^ it arffuelh 
a OnUtjf Coneeienee^ tMch etojmthe/teedom of Utterance. 
And yet there are raueeB of Aetoniehinent^ which may b^/lat 
the Oooil^ on fcell an the Bath 

IX. But then fhet'c is a Convictioiiy dieeavering the 
Witch, which muetpivceeilfrcmjuet ami ei^eient proojk^ 
and not from bate j/reeumjdione. 

X. Scratd iinf; of the euepeeted party^ and Recovery 
thereupon^ mih seceral other euch weak Proofs; as aleo^ 
thejleetimj of the suspected Party ^ thivwn %^pon the Water; 
these Proofs ai'e so far frotn beiny suficient^ that some of 
them arCf aftm* a sort^ practices of Witchcrqft. 

XL The Testimony qf some Wixxard^ th& ofering to 
shew the Witches Face in a Olass : This^ I {fronts majf be 
a good Presumption^ to cause a strait Ejcaminaiion ; but 
a sufflcient Proof of Conviction it cannot be. If the Devil 
tell the Orand Jury^ thai (he person in question is a Witdi^ 
and offers withal to confirm the same by Oath^ should the 
Inquest receive his Oath or Accusation to amdemn the mant 
Assuredly no. And yet^ that is as much as the Testimony 
of another Wtzxartt, who only by the Devifs help reveals 
the Witrh. 

XII* If a man^ being dangerously sick^ and like to dye 
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tipofi Smpieum, wilt take it am hi$ Deaik^ that $mA a am 
hoik bamU^ed him^ iti$an AttegaHan a/ the eame maim% 
whidk ffu^ more the Judge ta emm^ <ke fatrty^ but it ie 
of w> moment for Ckmvietiom. 

XnL AtHong the eufleimit mearn of CoHvietiai^ the 
JSrat ie^ the free and votuntarp Cbff/fatkw af (he Oritne^ 
made by the party euepeded and aeeiued, after Sxa$nir 
tuitian. I say not^ thai a bare canfeeeian ie eufieient, bid 
a Ca^femon after due Heaminaiianf taken upon prey- 
nani preeumptiom. What neede now more vntneee or 
further Enquiry t 

XTV. There ie a eecond euffident Conmetion^ by the 
Tettinumy oj two Wiineeeee^ qf good and Jumeet Bqwrt^ 
aoouehing before the Magietrate^ upon their own Knowledge^ 
theee two thinge : either that O^e party accused haih made 
a Lea0jue with the DevQ^ or haih done eome known practice 
of wiicheraft. And all Aigumenta that do neoesaarily 
pioTe either of these, being brought by ttoo eufieieni Wit- 
neeeee^ are of force fkUy to comnnce the party euepeded. 

XV. ^ it can be proved^ ihat (he party euepeeted haih 
catted iQiOfi the Devil, or deeired hie Heip^ thie ie a pi^eg* 
nant proof of a League fimnerly nuuie between them. 

XYL ^ it can be pr^^that the party haih entertained 
a Familiar Spirit^ and had Conference with it^ in the like- 
neee of eome vieible Cfreaiuree ; here ie Eoidmce of witch- 
craft. 

XYII. // the witneeeee afinn upon Oath, (hoi the eue- 
pected pereon haih done any action or work which neeeo' 
earily infere a Oooenani ntade^ ae^ thai he haih ueed 
JBnchantmentf^ divined thinge before they come to pate^ and 
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•old ftiganidi B^Tt^^^f^J"^ « the 

Uaadug upon the Witchet toCTT^ «^ '•rt, tlie Coip» 
; ^7 bewitched, the tZ^*^^«^««3r oi Z 
'Batka^ the Witchee uSTS. - ^ """^^ bodily 

' there are of a Wit^T^ *' ^*' '• SomeSiim. 

;unco„«t«.t,;Z.nt«^"t^^^'f*;!^ '^•^^ 

•hbei.teexamin.tion. SJo^^w^ ^'^'^ *^ ^ 

;into a pe«on's Faith «?lS^^*S."P*"»«»'««B«q«iV 

or n^ of theCa««« y,!^^ ^.«» 'ound olT 
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♦ foction-which m •» JJ^^ Testimony of the Party lie- 

- witched, whetbotpmingordymft wge 

- digiou. Pnmks or f ^V ^^XumsUuice. to convict a 
U. Among the rooet ""^PP^ "^""lu-^n- the Word, 

MN-itch, one is. * 1^ ^^ iod bjl^^t"-"!^ 
* V,Vk, and Woiship of God, »»? •»> '^^ j,. i, 2. 

*'^«^Ti''.i":furUT«».?^.^ob«tm^k 

' JJ/of. 24. 24. ilcf. ] J- ;• VV p^perty (of thus oppoe^ 

« weU the Pl«^!"^^,^' ^'"J^S^^ concluded amnt 
.ing and pemrtu»g) they «• ^^^ "^^ ^^^, that ao 

X .and •^»«^7^'^^;" ^"sh^l^" co^ i". - 
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Jodicfams Bmiord of BalooMi^ who in bis (Md$ to grtmd 
Jwymm^ after he hue mentioii'd aeTeial thingi ihet aie 
shrewd Pneumptime of a Witch, proceeds to soeh things 
as ere the CkmmeiiaiM of such an one. And he says^ ^A 
'witch in Uoffue wiih the Deyil a eomfUM by (km Sfft- 
Ulmieei; L By a Witches Mark; which is upon the 
•Baser sort of Witches; and this, by the Derib either 
^Suckii^ or Touching of them. Tertuttianmj9^ It i$ th$ 

* DevUi euitame to mark hi$. And notSi That this mark 

* is Inmmblet and being prick'd it will not Bleed. Some 

* times, its likea Teaie; sometimes but a Blewuh Spat; 
*8ometimesa Red one; and sometimes the Jle$h Sunk: 

* but the Witches do sometimes cover them. IL By the 

* Witches IFoirU. As when they have been heard calling 

* on, speaking to, or Talking of Uieir Familian ; or, when 
' they have been heard Telling of Hurt they have done to 

* man or beast : Or when they have been beard ThreaJtning 
*of such Hurt; Or if they have been heard Relating their 
'Tiwutpoiiatiane. IIL By the Witches Deede. As 

* when they have been sssfi with their Spirits, or seen se- 
'cretly feeding any of their Impe. Or, when there can 

* be found their Pictures, Poppets, and other HellisbCom- 
'positions. IV. By the Witches Exta$ie$: With the 

* Delight whereof, Witches are so taken, that they will 
'hardly conceal the same : Or, however at some time or 
' other, they may be found in them. V. By one or more 
' Felhw-WUchee^ Confessing their own Witchcraft, and 
'bearing Witness against others ; if they can make good 
/ the Truth of their Witness, and give sufficient proof of it 
' As, that they liave seen them with their Spirits, or, that 
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'they hare leoeived Spirits fionii them ; or thai they can 
« tell, when they need Witchery-Tricke to Do Henn; or, 
' that they told them what Harm they had done ; or that 
« they can ihow the mark upon them ; or, that they hare 
'been together in their Meetings; and each like. YL By 
'aome Wiine$B cf Ood Himselj^ happening upon the 
' Execrable Curses of Witches upon themselves^ Praying 
'of God to show some Token if they be Guilty. VU. By 
' the Witches own Cbn/embn, of Giving their Souls to 
« the DeviL' It is no Bare thing, for Witches to Confess. 

They are ConsiderableThings which I have thus Becited; 
and yet it must be with Open EyeSf kept upon Open Ryle$, 
ihfii we are to follow these things, 

8. 8. But Juries are not the only Instruments to be 
imploy'd in such a Work ; all Chiistians are to be con- 
cerned with daily and fervent Pm^n, for the 'fc—iftting of 
it In the Days of Athanaeim^ the Devils were found 
unable to stand before, that Prayer^ however then used 
perhaps with too much of Ceremony, Lei Ood Ariee^ Ld 
hu Enemies be Scattered. Let thein also thai Hate Eiw^ 
fUe before Him. 

that instead of letting our Hearts Bise against one 
another, our Prayers might Bise unto an high pitch of Im- 
portunity, for such a Bising of the Lord I Especially, Let 
them that are Suffeting by Witehcraft^ be sure to stay 
and prai/f and Beseech the Lo9xl thrice, even as much as 
ever they can, before they complain of any Neighbour for 
afflicting them. Letthemalsotbat are arrived o/^iYdAcrq/lf, 
set themselves to Fast and Pray, and so shake off the 
Detrnom that would like Vipers fasten upon them ; and 
get the Waiers ofJecdaueie made profitable to them. 
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And now, O I^cu Hope of New-Bn|^aiidt mnd the 
Savioitr fhereof in the Time of TroMe; Do ihau look 
merd/My down upon ks, ^ Beeeue ks, oid of fhe TrmMe 
which at this Hme dcfs fhreateaa to ewatlow uet^. Lei 
Satan be shortly bruised under our Feel^ and Let fhe 
Covenanted Vassals of Satas^ which have Traiterously 
brought him in upon us, be Oloriously Conquered^ by thy 
PowerfU and Oraeious Presence in fhe midst of us. Abhor 
us not, O Ood, but cleanse us, but heal us, but save us, for 
the sake of thy Olory. Enwrapped in our Salvations. 
By fhy Spirit, Lift up a stamlard against our infernal 
adversaries. Let us quickly find thee making of us glad, 
according to the Pays %9herein we Kane been afflicted. 
Accept of all our Endeavours to glorifiy fhee, in the Fires 
that are upon us ; and among fhe rest. Let these my poor 
and weak essays, composed with what Years, what Cares, 
what Prayers, thou only knowest, not want fhe Acceptance 
of the Lord. 
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A DISCOURSE ON THE WONDERS OF 
THE INVISIBLE WORLD. 

UTTIRID (in PABT) ON AUG. 4, 1692. 

■odetiMtiod History hM Reported it unto at, Tluit a Raooviitd 
Martyr at tlieStake»8eeing theBookof theRKVULATiox thrown 
bj bis no leas Profane than Bloody Ferteoatora» to be bam'd in 
the same Fire with himself, heoryed ottt» O B^aia Apoeaiifpm$; 
^mambtnemueumc^iUur^ quitteumConUmrarf BlrssidRbvila* 
^ nov I said be» HowBUstedamlinikUFirt, whiU I hav$ Thu 

"^ iobtarwu Company. AsforoorselTesthisDay/tisaFireofsore 

ji^u^inn and Confusion wherein we areSmbroiled ; bnt it is no 
inooDsiderable Advantage nnto as» thatwehavetho Companyol 
thisOlorioosand Saored Book the Ri vklation to assist ns inoor 
Sxet^ises. From that Book there is one Text, whiohl would 
sin^ out at this time to lay before you ; 'tis that in 

Rbvel. XII. 12. 

^\ W0 ioth€jnhahUanU(^ the Earth, and qfihe Sea; for iUJktfU 
\\. Bcomudoumunioyou, having greai Wraih;b4oanteh€knowtiht 
'•; ihai h€ haih bui a $hon tim$. 

HE Text is like the Cloudy and Fiery Pillar, 
vouchsafed unto I$i*ael^ in the Wildemesa of 
old ; there is a very dark side of it in the 
lutimationi that, The DeM i$ conie dawn 
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kmifiMg great Wrath; but it has also a bright eUU^ wboD 
it aeeurea us, that, He ha$ but a ehart Hme; Unto th» 
Contemidation of boih^ I do this Day InTite yoo. 

We hare in our Hands a Letter from our Aseended 
Lord in Heaven, to Advise us of his being still alive^ and 
of his Purpose e're long, to give us a Visit, wherein wo 
shall seo our Living Ksc/eemer, dandat fheUUter dagupan 
fhs Earth. Tis the last Advice that we have had from 
Heaven, for now sixteen Hundred years; and the scope of 
it, is, to represent how the Lord Jesus Christ having bogun 
to set up his Kingdom in the World, by the preaching of 
the Goq>el, he would from time to time utterly break to 
pieces all Powers tliat should make Head against it, until, 
The Kingdotne of this World are become the Kingdomee 
of our Lordt and of hie Chriet^ and he ehaU Reign for ever 
and ever. Tis a Commentary on what had been written 
by Daniel^ about. The fourth Monarchy ; with some 
Touches uiMHi, The Fifth ; wheroUi, The greatneee of the 
Kingdom under the whole Heaven^ ehall be given to the 
people of the Sainte of the moet High : Andaltho^ it have^ 
as 'tis expressed by one of the Ancients, Toi Saeramenia 
quot verba^ a Mystery in every SyUable, yet it is not alto- 
gether to be n^lected with such a Despair, aa that, I 
cannot Bead^ for the Book is Sealed. It is a Rbvblation, 
and a singular, and notable Bleeeing is pronounced upon 
them that humbly study it 

The Divine Oracles, have with a most admirable Artifice 
and Carefulness, dmwn, as the very pious BeverUg^ has la- 
boriously Evinced, an exact unb or Tnci, from the first 
Sabbath at the Creation of the Worid, unto the great Bab- 
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batism tt the BtsHhOim of all Thioga la that fuiiooi 
Ltntfo/IVm^fiom the Decree for the Restoring of Jam- 
mdem^ after the JBki6^ofit«& Captivity, there aeem to remain 
a matter of Two Thomaii^ amd Three Hundred Teare^ 
nnto that New Jenualem^ whereto the Church ia to be 
advanced, when the myitical Bdbylcn ahall hefalhm. At 
the BeeurrecUon of our Lord, there were seventeen or 
eighteen Hundred of those Tears, yet upon the line, to 
run unto. The red which remains for the People of Ood; 
and this Remnant in the Line of Timet is here in our 
ApoeaijfjMet variously Embossed, Adorned, and Signalized 
with such Distinguishing Events, if we mind them, wiU 
help us escape that Censure, Can ye not Dieeem (he Signe 
o/theTimeet 

The Apostle Jb&it, for the View of these Things^ had 
laid before him, as I conceive, a Book^ with leaves, or folds; 
which Volumn was written both on the Baekeide^ and on 
the Inside^ and RoU'd up in a Cylindriacal Form, under 
seven Labde^ fastned with so many Seals. The first Seal 
being opened, and the first Lahd removed, under the first 
*Label the Apostle saw what he saw, of a first Bider Pour- 
tia/d, and so on, till the last Seal was broken up ; each 
of the Sculptures being enlarged with agreeable Visions 
and Voices^ to illustrate it The Book being now UnroUedt 
ihere were Trumpets^ with wonderful Concomitants, Ex- 
hibited successively on the Expanding Backside of it. 
Whereupon the Book was JBo/en, as it were to be Hidden, 
from Interpretations; till afterwards, in the Inside of it| 
the Kingdom of Anti-christ came to be Exposed. Thus, 
the Judgments of Ood on the Boman Empire^ first unto 
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iheDownfalof A^imtsmi and then, unto the Downld of 
P^perih which is but Revived Flatjamew^ are in these 
Disphqres^ with Lively Cokmra and Features inade sensible 
untoua. . y/ 

Acooidmgly, in the Twelfth Chapter of this Book, we L/^ 
have an August Preface, to the Description of that Horrid 
Kingdom^ which our Lord Christ refused, but Antichrist 
accepted, from the Devils Hands ; a Kingdom, which for 
Twelee Humlred and Sixty Tears together was to be a 
continual oppression upon tbePeople of God,andopposition 
unto his Literests ; until the Arrival of that Illustrious 
Day, wherein. The Kingdom shall be the Lorde^ and he 
shall be Oocemour among the Nations. The Chapter is 
(as an excellent Person calls it) an Extravasated Account 
of the Circumstances, which befell the Primitive Churchy 
during the first Four or Five 'Hundred Tears of Christi- 
anity : It shows us the Face of the Church, first in Botne 
Heathenish, and then in Rome Converted, before the Man 
of Sin was yet come to Mans Estate. Our Text contains 
the Acdamations made upon the most Obrious Revolution 
that ever yet happened upon the Roman Empire ; namely^^ 
That wherein the Travailing Church brou^t forth a 
Christian Emperour. This was a most Eminent Victory 
over the Devil, and BesmMance of the State, wherein the 
World, ere long shall see. The Kingdom of our Ood^ and 
(he Power of his Christ. It is here noted. 

First as a matter of TWitmp^ Tie said, B^'oyce^ ye 
Heavens^ and ye that dwell in them. The Saints in both 
Worlds, took the Comfort of this Revolution ; the Devout 
Ones that had outlived the late Persecutions^ were filled 
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with Tiansportiiig Jojr% when they ttw the Cftr^Mm be- 
come the Imperial Beligion, and when they aaw Good 
Men come to give Law unto the rest of Mwifcind ; the 
Deoettied Ouee alao^ whoee Blood had been Sacrificed in 
the Ten PersecutionSi doubtless made the Light Begions 
to ring with HoIMuJcAm unto Ood, when there were brought 
unto them, the Tidings of the Advances now given to the 
Cfhristian Religion, for which they had sufferedifar/^pfn. 

Secondly, As a matter of Hotror. Tis said, Wo to the 
Inhabited of the Earth ami of the Sea. The Earth still 
means the Fdl«e Chureh^ the Sea means the Wide WorUl^ 
in Prophetical Phrasflsology. There was yot left a vast party 
of Men that were Enemies to the Christian Religion, in 
tlie power of it; a vast party left for the Devil to work 
upon : Unto these is a Wo denounced ; and why sot Tie 
added, for the Devil ie come tloim unto you, having great 
Wtathf Ucause he l-nowi^ that he hae but a short time. 
These were, it seems, to have some desiierate and peculiar 
Attempts of the Devil made upon them. In the mean time, 
we may Entertain this for our Doctrine, 

Great Wo yroteetlsfrom the Oreat Wrath, urith which 
the Devil, towanU the end of his Time, will make a 
DiscENT upon a miserable Wo)ld. 

I have now Published a most awful and solemn Warning 
for our selves at this day ; which has four FropoeitUme^ 
comprehended in it. 

Proposition I. That there is a Devil^ is a thing Doubted 
by none but such as are under the Influences of the DeviL 
Forany to deny the Being of a Deinl must be from an 
Ignorance or Profaneness, worse than Diabolieal. A DeviL 
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What isikatt We have a definition of the Monstar, in 
Spk. 6. 12. A Sptritual Wiekedmese. that is, ^ wiehed 
/Spbril. A Devil is a FaOem Angela an Angel Fatten from 
the Fear and Love of Qod, and from all Celeatial Glories; 
but Fallen to all manner of Wretchedness and Cursedneas. 
He was once in that order of Heavenly Creatures^ which 
Ood in the Beginning made Ministering Spirits^ for his 
own peculiar Service and Honour, in the management of 
the Universe ; but we may now write that Epitaph upon 
Him, How art thou fallen frotn Heaven/ thou hast said in 
thine Heart, I will JBxalt my Throne above the Stan ^ 
Ood; but thou art brought down to Hell/ A Devil is i 
Spiritual and Rational Substance, by his Apoeiaey from 
Ood, inclined unto all that is Vicious, and for that Apoetaey 
confined unto the Atmosphere of this Earth, in Chains 
under Darkness unto the Judgment of the Oreat Day. 
This is a Deinl; and the Experience of Mankind as well 
as the Testinumy of Scripture, does abundantly prove the 
Existence of such a DeviL 

About this Devil, there are many things, whereof we 
may reasonably and profitably be Inquisitive ; such things, 
I mean, as are in our Bibles Reveal'd unto us ; according 
to which if we do not speak, on so dark a Subject, but 
according to our own uncertain, and perhaps humoursome 
Coigectures, There is no Light in us. I will carry you 
with me, but unto one Paragraph of the Bible, to be in- 
formed of three Things, relating to the DevH ; 'tis the 
Story of the Ooilaren Energutnen, in the fifth Chapter of 
Mark. 

First, then, Tis to be granted ; the DeeOs are so manyi 
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that ■ome Thouaandfl^ can aometimea at once apply them- 
aelTM to vex one Child of Man. It b said in*Mark 6. 16. 
J?a ihat wa$ Pommd with the DevU, had ihe Le^flon. 
Dieadful to be spoken I A Legion consisted of Twelve 
Tlunisand Five Hundied Pioople : And we see tiiat in one 
Uan or two^ so many DeoiU can be spared for a Garrison. 
As the Prophet ciyed onti MuUiiude$^ MuUitudet in the 
Valley of DedeUm/ So I say, There ai^ multitudee^ mirf- 
iitnde$^ in the Valley of Deetruetion^ where the Decile are / 
When we speak of The Devil^ 'tis A name of Multitude; 
it means not One Individual Devil, so Potent and Scient| 
as perhaps a Manichee would imagine ; but it means a 
Kindf which a Multifwle belongs unto. Alas, the Denle^ 
they swarm about us, like the Froge of Egypi^ in the most 
Betired of our Chambers. Are we at our Boards t There 
will be Devils to Tempt us unto Sensuality : Are we in our 
Bede t There will be Devils to Tempt us unto Carnality : 
Are we in our Shoj^ t There will be Devils to Tempt us 
unto Dishonesty. Yea, Tho' we get into the Church of 
Ood, there will be Devils to Haunt us in the very Temple 
it self, and there tempt us to manifold Misbehaviours. I 
am verily perswaded, That there are very few Humane 
AfEiirs whereiuto some Devils are not Insinuated ; There 
is not so much as 9l Journey intended, but Saian will have 
an hand in hindering or furthering of it. 

Secondly, Tie to be supposed, That there is a sort of 
Arbitrary, even Military Oovemment, among the Devils. 
Thb is intimated, when in Mar. 6. 9. The undean Sjnrit 
eaidf My Name i$ Letfion : they are such a Discipline as 
Legions use to be. Hence we read about, The Prince of 
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^ power of the Air : Our Air has a power t or aa Army 
of Devils in the Hif^ Places ot it; and these DevOa have 
a Prince over them, who is King over tta OhUdrsn of 
Pride, lis probable, That the Devil, who was the Bing- 
leader of that mutinous and rebellious Crew, whieh first 
shook off the Authority of God, is now the General of those 
Hellish Armies ; Our Lord, that Conquered him, has told 
us the Kame of him ; 'tisBOxebub; *tis he that is the 
DevHf and the rest are his Angeis^ or his Souldiers. Think 
on vast Regiments of cruel and bloody French Dragooill^ 
with an Intendani over them, overrunning a pillaged 
Neighbourhood, and you will think a little, what the Con- 
stitution among the Deeils is. 

Thirdly, 'Us to be supposed, that some Devils are more 
peculiarly Commissioned, and perhaps Qual^d^ for some 
Countries, while others are for others. This is intimated 
when in Mar. 6. 10. The Devils besought ova Lord much, 
thai he would not send them away out of the Oountrey. 
Why wasthatt But in all probability, because these Devils 
were more able to do the works of the Devil, in such a 
Countrey, than in another. It is not likely that every 
Devil does know every Languaigfi ; or that every Devil can 
do every Mischief. Tis possible, that the Experience, or, 
if I may call it so, the Edueationot all Devils is not alike, 
and that there may be some diflerence in their Abilities. 
If one might make an Inference from what the Devils do, 
to what they are, One cannot forbear dreaming, that there 
are degrees of Devils. VTho can allow, that such Trifling 
Dcsfiums, as that of Mascon, or those that once infested our 
New berry, are of so much Grandeur, as those DannonSf 
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whoM Oamat aie pAfjuVf Kingdomat Yea, *tit eertein, 
that all Devils do not make a like Figure in the InmMIU 
TTorU. Nor doea it look agieeaUyt That the DmnwM^ 
which were the Familiars of auoh a Man aa the old Apol^ 
UmiuBf differ not from thoae baser Goblins that chnae to 
Nest in the filthy and loathsom Rage of a beastly Sorceress. 
Accordingly, why may not some Devils be more accom- 
plished for what is to be done in such and such placeSi 
when others must be ddatVd for other Territories t Each 
Devil, as he sees his advantage, cries out, Lei me he in ihi$ 
Cuunirey^ rather than another. But JCnaugh^ if not too 
Murh^ of these things. 

Pi-opoeitioH II. There is a Devilish Wrath against 
Mankind^ mth which the Demi is for Oodt$ take Inspired. 
Hie Devil is himself broiling under the iutoUerable and 
interminable Wrath of God ; and a fieiy Wrath at God, 
is, that which the Devil is for that cause Enflamed. Me- 
thinks I see the posture of the Devils in /so. 8. 21. They 
fret themeelvei, and Curse their Qod^ and look upward. 
llie first and chief Wrath of the Devil, is at the Almighty 
God himself; he knows, The Qod that tnade hivi^ will not 
hare mercy on Atwi, and the Qod that formed him, mil 
fhete him no favour; and so he can have no Kindneu 
for that Ood, who has no Mercy, nor Favour for him. 
Hence 'tis, that he cannot bear the Name of God should 
be acknowledged in the World : Every Acknowledgement 
pai<l unto God, is a fresh drop of the burning Brimstone 
foiling u|K)n the Devil; he does make his Insolent, tbo' 
Impotent Batteries, even upon the Throne of God himself: 
and foolishly affects to have himself exalted unto that 



kl -^.^ 



CRarHme Hiffii Threme. hj all people as he ■nyi^tfaifs i% 
by Bzeciable Witd^ee. This horriUe Dragon does not 
only with his Tayl strike at the Stare of Qod, botat the 
God himself, who made tlie Stare^ being desirous to out* 
shine them alL Godand the Devil are sworn Enamiea to 
each other; the Terms between them, are thoee^ in Zeeh. 
11. 18. My Soul loathed thein^ and their Soul aleo abhorred 
me. And from this Furious trroM, or Displeasure and 
Prejudice at God, proceeds the Devils irm/A at us^ the poor 
Children of Men. Our doing the Service of God, is one 
thing that expoecs us to the wrath of the DeviL We are 
the Hifjh Priestt of the World; when all Creatures are 
called upon, Pimee ye the Lord, they bring to ua those 
demanded Praieee of God. saying, do you offer them for 
us. Hence 'tis that the Devil has a Quarrel with us^ as 
he had with the High-Priest in the Vision of Old. Our 
bearing the Image of God is another thing that brings the 
wrath of the DovU upon us. As a Tytjer, thro his Hatred 
at man will tear the very Picture of him, if it come in hie 
way; such a Tyyer the Devil is; because God said of old. 
Let ui tnake Man in our Image, the DevU ia ever sayings 
Let uepull thie $mn topiecee. But the envioua Pride of 
the Devil is one thing more that gives an Edge unto his 
Furious Wrath against us. The Apostle has given ua an 
hint, as if Pride had been the Condemnation of the Devil. 
Tie not unlikely, that the DevU's Affectation to be above 
that Condition which he might learn that M^^nkind was to 
be preferred unto, might be the occasion of his taking up 
Arms against the Immortal King. However, the Devil 
now sees Man lying in the Boeom of God, butAimsef/ 
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dftmned in the bottom of HeU^ and tiiis ennget him «z- 
ceedingly; O, aays Im, / ceumU bmr U^ thai mam AoMl 
fiaibeoB mmratle a$ my$df. 
-,. t/ Pra^oMofn III. Tho/)wi7,intbopro«ecuUon,Midth6 
^ azacutioii of hia maJih upon them, often gets a Liberty to 
meke a Descent upon the ChiUien of men. When the 
Devil doe$ hurt unto ua^ ho eamei dawn unto ue; for the 
Bendesvouie of the IvJIemal Troqp$^ ie indeed in the w- 
petmal parts of our Air. But as 'tie aaid, A (tpanvwo/fhe 
Air does noi/all dawn without the will of Ood ; so I may 
aay, Not a Devil in the Air^ can came dawn withaut the 
leave of Ood. Of this we have a famous Instance in that 
Arabian Prince, of whom the Devil was not aUe so much 
as to Touch any thing, till the most high Ood gave him a 
permission, to go dawn. The Devil stands with all the 
Instruments of death, aiming at us, and begging of the 
Loid, as that King ask'd for the Hood-wink'd Syrians of 
old, Shall I smite 'em, shall I smite 'em t He cannot strike 
a Uow, till the Lord say, Oo daum and smite^ but some- 
times he does oh\jsmttom^<ehigh possessor o/Heavenand 
Earthy a Licensejfor the doing of it. The Devil some- 
times does make most rueful Havock among us ; but still 
we may say to him, as our Lord said unto a great Servant 
of his, Thou couldest have no poioer against me, exeq^t it 
icere given thee from above. The Devil is called in 1. Pet 
6. 8. Your Adversary. This is a Law-term ; and it notes 
\ An Adversary at Law. The Devil cannot come at us, 
% \ except in some sence according to Imw ; but sometimes he 
^^ ^does procure sad things to be inflicted, according to the 
CV -'-"V Law of the eternal King upon us. Tlie Devil first goes up 
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as an ilMMr against ua. He is therafim styled Tie ^v 
enier; and it is on this aeooun^ that his pmper Name doee 
bekmg unto him. There is a Court somewheie kept ; a 
Court of Spirits, ndiere the Devil entem all sorts of Com^ 
plainto against us all; he charges us with manifold eine 
agednst the Lord our Ood: 2%ei« he loads us with heavj 
ImputaHons of Hypocrysie, Iniquity, Disobedience; where* 
upon he urges, Lord, let'em now have the death, uhidi is 
fheir wages, paidunio'emt If ouritdvocalein theHeavena 
do not now take off his Libels ; the Devil, then, with a 
Concession of Ood, eames down, as a destroyer upon us. 
Having first been an Attorney, to bespeak that the Judg- 
mento of Heaven may be ordered forus^ he then also pleads^ 
that ho may be the Executioner of those Judgments ; and 
the Ood of Heaven sometimes after a sort^signsa Warmnt 
for this destroying Angd, to do what has been desired to 
bedonefor thecietf?t)yjfif/^meii. But such apermifttm 
from Ood, for the Devil to eome down, and break in upon 
tnankind, oftentimes must be accompany'd with a Cbmfitte* 
etofi from some wretehes of mankind it sell Eveiy man 
is, as 'tis hinted in Oen. 4)(9. His brvthe/s keeper. We 
are to keep one another from the Inroads of the Devil, 1^ 
mutual and cordial Wishes of prosperity to one another. 
When ungodly people give their Consents in witehenn/h 
diabolically performed, for the Devil to annoy their Neigh* 
hours, ho finds a breach made in the Hedge about us^ 
whereat he Rushes in upon us, with grievous molesUtions. 
Yea, when the unpious people, that never saw the Devil,, 
do but utter their Curses against their Neighbours^ thoee- 
are so many watch words, whereby the Mastivee of HelL 
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an animated pieaaiitly to M upon Qi. Tiatha% that the 
Devil gets lacm to wony ns. 

Prcpodtkm IV. Most honiUe woe$ come to be inflicted 
upon Mankind, vlien the Dml does in great math, make 
^(ieieeii/upon them. The DevU ia a Do-SvO, and whdlj 
Mt upon mischief. When oar Lord once was going to 
JIuxael Mw*! that he might not mischief others, he ciy'd 
•ont, Art ihau ecme to torment met He is, it seems, him- 
aelf rormai/erf, if he be but Reetrained from the torment- 
ing of Men. If upon the sounding of the Three last 
jtjMH^j/ptiml AnfjeU, it was an outcry made in Heaven, 
Wo, w, tco, to the inhabitanie of the Earth by reason of 
(he voice of the 'trumpet. I am sure, a descent made by 
the Angel of death, would give cause for the like Excla- 
mation : Wo to the world, by reason of the wrath of the 
Devil I -what a icofid plight, mankind would by the descent 
of the Devil be brought into, may be gathered from the 
teoM pains, and wounds, and hideous desolations which 
the Devil brings upon them, with whom he has with a 
loilily Potuteitsim msde a Seisure. You may both in Sacred 
and Profane History, read many a direful Account of the 
fcoes^ which they that are possessed by the Devil,do undergo: 
And from thence conclude. What must the ChUdi-en of Men 
hope from such a Devil / Moreover, the Tyrannical Cere- 
monies, whereto the Devil uses to subjugate such Woful 
Nations or Orders of Men, as are more Entirely under his 
Dominion, do declare what mfid Work the Devil would 
make where he comes. The very Devotions of those for- 
lorn P^tgans, to whom the Devil is a Leader, are most 
bloody Penances ; and what Woes indeed must we expect 



from iooh a Devil of a Molodk, as fsUshea no Saeriflesa 
like those of Humane Heart-Bloody and unto whom thaie 
is no Mnsiok like the bitter, dying, dolafol Oioan% f|)aeii- 
hted by the Boasting Children of Men. 

Furthermore, the servile^ algeet| needy oireumstaneea 
wherein the Devil keeps the Skves, that are under his more 
sensible V^sssalage, do suggest unto us, how wofid the 
Devil would render all our Lives. We Uiat live in a Pro- 
vince, which affords unto us all that may be necessary or 
comfortable for us, found the Province flll'd with vast Herds 
of Salvages, that never saw so much as a Enife, or a NaU^ 
or a Board, or a Orain of Salt, in all their Days. No 
better would the Devil have the World provided for. Nor 
should we, or any else, have one convenient thing about 
us, but be as indigent as usually our most Bagged Witches 
are; if the DeviTs Malice were not over-ruled by a com 
passionate Ood, who preserves Man and Beast. Hence 
tis that the Devil, even like a Dragon, keeping a Guard 
upon such Fruits as would refresh a languishing World, 
has hindrod Mankind for many Ages, from hitting those 
useful Inventions which yet were so obvious and faeU, that 
it is every bodies wonder, they were no sooner hit upon. 
The bemisted World^ must jog on for thousands of YearS| 
without the knowledg of the Loadstone, till a Neapolitan 
stumbled upon it, about three humired years ago. Nor 
must the World be blest with such a tnatchless Engine of 
Learning and Veiiue, as that of Printing, till about the 
middle oj the Fifteenth Century. Nor could One Old Man 
all over the Face of the whole Earth, have the benefit 
of such a Little, tho most neeilful thing, as a pair of 

Ma 
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apeetadm, till a DiOek-Man, a tiiOe tMU ago aooommo* 
dated UB. 

Indeed, as the Devil doea begnitch ua all manner of 
0ood^ ao he does annoy na with allmanner of TFOiaa often 
aa he finds himself capable of doing it But shall we 
mention some of theifpaeuiJ laost with which the Devil does 
usually infest the World I Briefly then ; Plague$ are some 
of these trosf with which the Devil troubles ns. It is said 
of the j0raetite$,inl Cor. 10. 10. They were destroyed of 
the destroyer. That is, they had thePloijue among them. 
Tis the Destroyer^ or the Devils that scatters Plaguee about 
the World. Pestilential and Contagious Diseasesi 'tis the 
Devil who does oftentimes invade us with them. Tis no 
uneasy thing for the Devil to impregnate the Air about us, 
with such Malignant Salts as meeting with the Salt^ of our 
Microeoinit shall immediately cast us into that Fermen- 
tati<m and Putrefaction, which will utterly dissolve all the 
Vital l^es within us ; Ev'n as an Afpta-ForUe^ made with 
a conjunction of Nitre and Vit^icl^ Corrodes what it Seizes 
upon. And when the Devil has raised those Areemeai 
FuiHee, which become Vene^nous Quivere full of Terrible 
Arrowi^ how easily can he shoot the deleterious Miaenii 
into those Juices or Bowels of Mens Bodies, which will 
soon Enflame them with a Mortal Fire I Hence come such 
Pla0juee^ as that Beetofu of Destruction^ which within our 
memory swept avray such a Throng of People from one 
BngHA City in one Visitation ; And hence those Infectious 
Feven, which are but so many Disguised Plarjues among 
us, causing Epidemical Desolations. Again, Wai^ are 
also some of those Woes with which the Devil causes our 
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Troublu. It is said in Be9. 11 17. Aa Dragom was 
Wraths amd he wmU to waJm Wat; and these ia in trath 
aoaroe any War but what ia of tiie Dragosfs kindling. 
The Devil ia that Fnfeoiii out of whoae Foiga oome the 
instruments of our Ware^ and it is he that finds us Em- 
ployments for those Instruments. We read oonoeming 
Dmsamaths^ or People in whom the Devil wa% that they 
. would cut and wound themselves ; and so^ when the Devil 
is in Men, he puts *em upon dealing in that barbarous 
fuhion with one another. Ware do often furnish him with 
some Thousands of Souls in one Morning from one Acre 
of Ground ; and for the sake of such Thyestman Banquets^ 
he will push us upon as many Ware aa he can. 

Once more, why may not Storms be reckoned among 
those Woes, vrith which the Devil does disturb ust It ia 
not improbable thAtNatural Stonns on the World are often 
of the Devils raising. We are told in Job 1, 11, IS, 19. 
that the Devil made a Storm, which hurricano'd the House 
of Job, upon the Heads of them that were Feasting in it 
Paraedsus could have informed the Devil, if ho had not 
been informed, as besure he was before, That if mueh 
Aluminiom matter, withSo/^Pefrs not thoroughly prepared, 
be mixed, they will send up a cloud of Smoke, which will 
come down in Kain. But undoubtedly the Devil under- 
stands as well the way to make a Tetnjmt as to turn the 
Wituls at the Solicitation of a Laplander ; whence perhaps 
it is, that Thunden are observed of tner to brei^ upon 
Churches than upon any other BuHdiwjs; and besides 
many a Man, yea many a Ship^ yea, many a Town has 
miscarried, when the Devil has been permitted from above 
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to mike an homUe T^pert. Howerer that the DeTfl 
his niied miny MdtgfharieaJ Stcrm§ upon tho Chmoh, is 
a thing, than which thers is nothing more notorious. It 
iras said nnto Believen, in Bev. % 10. The Decil $haU 
ead mme of you into Prison. The Devil was he that at 
fint set Cain tipon AM to butcher him, as the Apostio 
seems to suggest^ for his Faith in God, as a Bewarder. 
And mhovrmBnjPer8ecuii(ms^BB well 9sHermi6$^hMM^^ 
Befil been ever since Engaging all the Children of Oaint 
That Serpent the Devil has acted his cursed Seed in un- 
wearied endeavours to have them, 0/ uham the World i$ 
nol foorihy^ teeated as those who are not worthy toUve m 
(he World. By the impulse of theDevil, *tis thatfirstthe 
old JSTsoMaw, and then the mad Ariam were pricking 
Briai-e to the true ServanU of God; and that the PapieU 
that came after them, have out done them all for Slaughters, 
upon those that have been aeeounied a$ the Sheep for the 
StoMghien. The late French P^necution is perhaps the 
horriUest that ever was in the World : And as the De?il 
of Maseon seems before to have meant it in his outnnries 
w^ntheMieeriee preparing for the poor Eugonots I Thus 
it has been all acted by a singular Fury of the old Dragon 
inspiring of his Emissaries. 

But in leality, Spiritual Woee ate the principal Woee 
among all those that the Devil would have us undone 
withaL Sine are the wont of TFosf, and the Devil seeks 
nothing so much as to plunge us into Sins, When men 
do commit a Crime for which they are to be Indicted, they 
are usually mon^d by the IntUyaHon of the Devil. The 
Devil will put ill men upon being worse. Was it not he 
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ihni9^inlKing.i2.ii.IwiUgoforlkmdbeeilylny 
aipiritinfhe Mouth of att ^ PnjjMet Even so tho 
DevU becomes an Unclean Spirit, • Drinking Spirit, » 
Swearing Spirit, a Worldly SpiHt, a P^mionate SpirU,. 
a Beeengefid Spirit, and the like in the Hearts of thoeei 
that ate already too much of such a Sjurit; and thus they* 
become improved in Sinfulness. Tea, the Devil will put 
good men upon doing HI Thus we read in 1 C^kron. SI. 
1. Satan provoked Damd to number leraeL And so tho 
DevH provokee men that are Eminent in Holiness unto such 
things as may become eminently Pernicious; he provokee: 
them especially unto Pride, and unto many unsuitablo 
Emulations. There are likewise most lamentable Impres- 
sions which the DevU makes upon the Souk of Men by 
way of punishment upon them for their Sine. Tie thua 
when an Oflended Ood puts the Soule of Men over into 
the Hands of that Officer who hae the power of Death, that 
ie, the Devil It is the woful Misery of Unbelievers in t 
Oor.i.A. The god 0/ thie World has blinded their minde. 
And thus it may be said of those woful Wretches whom 
theD0m{isaOodunto,fAtf Devil eo mufflee (hmn (hat ihey^ 
eaunot eee the thinge vf their peace. And the Devil so 
hardens them, that nothing will a$eaken their caree about 
their Soule : How come so many to be Seared in their 
Sinst Tis theDevil that with a red hot Iron fetoht from 
his Hell does eauteriee them. Thus tis, till perhaps at 
last they come to have a Wounded Conedenee in them, and 
the Devil has often a share in their Torturing and eon- 
founding Anguishes. The Devil who terrified OSstn, and 
Saul, and Judae into Desperation, still becomes a King of 
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Tmron to muy Sinnen^ and Iri^te them from kying 
liold OD the Iferqr of Ood in the Loid Josua Cbriet. In 
theee r^gAid% Wo to n^ whm the DecU eom$ daum 191011 

y^ PropodtimV. Toward the JEM of hie 7Ym« the i)tes0fi< 
^''^of the Devil in Wralk upon the World will produce moie 
wofid ^eeUt than what have been in fonmr Aym. The 
dying Dragon, will bite more cruelly and ating more 
Uoodily than ever he did before : The Death-pangs of the 
• Devil will make him to be more of a Dedl t\snx i ever he 
waa; and the Furnace of this Ntlmehadnezxar will be 
heated teven H)ne$ hotter, just before its putting out 

We are in the first place to apprehend that there ia a 

time fixed and sUted by Ood for the DevU to e^joy a 

dominion over our sinful and therefore wof ul World. The 

Dm/ once exclaimed in ifai. 8. 29. Jesus, thauSonof Ood, 

art thou come hither to I'oi-meni us be/ore our Time / It is 

plain, that until the second coming of our Ix)id the DevQ 

must have a time of plagueing the World, which he was 

Afraid would liave Expired at his first The Deidl is by 

the wrath of God the Piince of this fTorld; and the time 

of his Beign is to continue until the time when our Loid 

himself shall take to himself his fftwt Power and Beign. 

Then 'tis that the DevU shall hear the Son of Ood swearing 

with loud thunders against him, Thy time shall now be no 

fnore / Then shall the Devil with his Angels receive their 

^ocmi, which will be, depaH into the everlasting Fire pre- 

jwred/cn' you. 

We are also to apprehend, that in the mean time, the 
Devil can give a shrewd guess, when he draws near to the 
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Endetf hU Tims. When he saw Christianity enthion'd 
among the Bomane, it is here sakj^ in our Ben. IS. IS. 
He kmnwe he hoik but a short Htne. And how does he 
famfitt Why JIteiOfi will make the Devil to famf that 
Ood won*t suffer him to have the EeerlasHng Domiman ; 
and that when Ood has once begun to rescue the World 
out of his hands, hell go throtti^ with it^ until tt« Oiig4i9es 
of the Mighty shall be taken away emd thepreyofthe 
terrible shall be deiiversd. But the Devil will have Scrip- 
ture also, to make him know that when his Antichristian 
Fifeor, Uie sevenrheaded Beast on the seven-killed City, 
shall have spent his determined years, he with his Ficar 
must unavoidably go down into the bottomless Fit. It is 
not improbable, that the Devil often h«ars the Scripture 
expounded in our Congregations; yea that we never 
assemble without a Satan among us. As there are some 
Divines, who do with more uncertainty coiyecture, from a 
certain place in the Epistle to the Ephesiane^ That the 
Angels do sometimes come into our Churches, to gain some 
advantage from our Ministry. But be sure our Demon' 
strdble Interpretations may give Bepeated Notices to the 
Devil, That his time is altnost oiil;and what the Preacher 
says unto the Young Man^ Know ihou^ that Ood wHl bring 
ihee into Judgment I That may our 8erm<ms tell unto the 
Old Wrstch^ Know Oom, that thy Judgment is at hanil 

But we must now, likewise, apprehend, that in such a 
Hme, the looet of the World wiU be heightened, beyond 
what they wore at any iifne yet from the foundation of the 
World. Hence 'tis, that the Apostle has forewarned us, in 
STYm. 3. 1. This know^ that in the last daye^perillous times 
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AaU €om$. Tnlj, vrbm ths Devil kmna^ that he it got 
I into hia Ijod do^ he i¥iXLmakppmlhm$Hmi» for ne; the 

times wiU glow more full of />nfJ2ib and therein 

I of /Vn&i than ever they were before. Ofthia^ifwewould 

inotf, what cauae ia to be aaei g ned ; It ia not cmly, beeauae 

the Deril grows more aUi^and more so^ftr to vex the World; 

but also^ and chiefly, because the World is more worihy to be 

[ vexed by the Dbvil, than ever heretofore. The Sim of men 

. in this (feneration, will be more mighiy Sim^ than thoee of 

I the former Ages ; men will be more Accurate and Exquisite 

I and Befined in the arts of Sinning^ than they use to be. 

k. And besides^ Uieir own sins^ the sins of all the former 

^v Ages will also lie upon the sinners of this generation. Do 

^^^y^ v« ask why the ifUsehievaui powen of darkneu are to 

I ^ prevail more in our days, than they did in those that are 

past and gone! Tis because that men by sinning over 

I again the sins of the former days, have a FilhwMhip wiik 

0li thou u^fnUtful vforki o/darknea. As 'twas said in 

Matih. 23. 36. Alt these things shaU come upon this gene- 

ratioH ; so, the men of the last Generation, will find them 

eelves involved in the gulf of all that went before them« 

Of Sinners 'tis said, They A^op up unuth ; and the sinners 

of the Lsst Generations do not only add unto the heap of sin 

that has been pileing up ever since U^ Fall of man, but they 

Interest themselves in eveiy sin of that enormous heap» 

There has been a Cry of all former ages going up to God, 

naithe Devit may come dawn I and the sinners of the 

Lsst Generat* ns, do sharpen and louden that ery, till the 

thing do come vo pass, as Destructively as Irremediably. 

Fhnn whence it follows, that the Thrice Holy God, with 
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hia Holy Angels^ will now after a sort num ekamdom the 
World, than in the former ages. The roaring Lnpietiea 
of OU (Wd TToWd; at kst gave mankind soeh a distast in 
theHeartof the Just God, that he came to say, It Bepents 
melkat Iham made euch a Orealmrel And however, it 
may be but a witty FIsnoy, in a late Learned Writer, that 
the Earth before the Flood was nearer to the Bun, than it 
ia at this Day; and that Gods hurling down the Ecuik to 
a further distance from the jAmi, were the cause of that 
Flood; yet we may fitly enou{^ say, that men perished by 
a Ejection from the God of Heaven. Thus the enhano'd 
Impieties of thiioirr Wcrid^ will Exaqierate the Displeasure 
of God, at such a rate, as that he will more caet nt <^, 
than heretofore ; until at lasti he do with a mote than 
ordinary Indignation say, Oo Demle; do yoa take Asm, 
emd mdke thetn beyond cM former moaamm mieerahkl 

If Lastly, We are inquisitive after Instances of those 
aggravated tMMt, with which the Devil will towards the End 
of his Tinm assault us; let it be remembred, That all the 
Extremities which were foretold by the T^mmpele and Viale 
in the Apocalyptick Schemes of these things to come upon 
the World, were the isoei to come from the wraJCk of the 
Devil, upon the shortning of hit Time. The horrendous 
deeolations that have come upon mankind,by the Irruptions 
of the old Barbariane upon the Boman World, and then 
of tlie SaratenSf and since, of the IS$H^ were such woee 
as men had never seen before. The In&ndous Blindness 
and Fileness which then came upon mankind, and the 
Monstrous Oroisadoee which thereupon carried the Bomam 
World by Millions together unto the Shambles; were also 
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•ueh MM asluid neyer yet had aPtoJleL And yet theee 
weie tome of the thingi here intended, when itweeaaid, 
Wol Far the Dmnl is earn down in grmt Wrath, hmmg 
ftarf a Awi Hme. 

Bat heeidee ell theee thingSi and beeidee the increaeeof 
PtoQUis, anfl War$, and Starmi, and Internal MaHadim 
>now in our days, theie are especially two moet extraordi- 
c^ nary Woee, one wouldfear, wiUin theee days become very 
' oidinary. One Woe that may be look'd for ia, A frequent 
Bepetition of Earthquakee, and this perhaps by the eneigy 
of the Devil in the Earik. The De vU will be chtp't up^ as 
a Prisoner in or near the Bowels of the earth, when once 
that CanjUyjiotum 8hall be di9patched, which will, make 
The New Earth wherein ihall dwell Hujhteouenm ; and 
that Oon/UyjraUm will doubtless be much promoted, by the 
Bubtcrraneous'/Yre^, which are a cause of the Earthquakee, 
in our Daycs. Accordingly, we read, Oreat Earthquakee 
in dieere plaeee, enumerated among the Tokens of the 
Time approaching, when the Devil shall have no longer 
'Time. I suspect, That we shall now be visited with more 
Usual and yet more Fatal Earthquaka^ than were our 
Ancestors ; in asmuch as the Fires that are shortly to Bum 
mnio the Lowest Hell, and set on Fire the Foundations of 
ike Mtmntains, will now get more Head than thoy use to 
do; and it is not impossible, that the Devil, who is erelong 
to be punished in those Fires, may aforehand augment his 
Desert of it, by having an hand in using some of those 
Fires, for our Detriment Learned Men have made no 
scruple to cliarge the Devil with it; Deo permittente, 
Terra wotus rausat. The Devil surely, was a party in the 









JBarfkjuake, whereby the Vengeanee of God, in one Uaek 
Kifl^t sunk Twelve oonsideiable Citiee of Asia, in the 
Beign of TIberioue. But there idli be mom soeh Oatae- 
trophe*s in our Dayee ; Italy has' httely been Shaking, till 
its Earthquakes have brought Buinee at once upon more 
than thirty Towns ; but it will within a little while, sftoAw 
again, and shake till the Fire of God have made an Entire 
Etna of it And behold, This very Morning, when I was 
intending to utter among you such Things as these, we are 
cast into anifiMif^tiafo by Tidings of an Earthquake ihsii 
has lately happened sX Jamaica: an horrible Earthquake, 
whereby the Tjfrus of the English America, was at ones 
puird into the Jaws of the Gaping and Groaning Earth, 
and many Hundreds of the Inhabitants buried alive. 
The Lord sanctifie so dismal a Dispensation of his Provi- // 
dence, unto all the American Plantations I But be assured, / 
my Neighbours, the EartJuptakes are not over yet I We \ 
have not yet seen the last. And then. Another Wo that 
may be Look'd for is. The Devils being now let Looee in 
pi^eiJiatuivi Operations more than formerly ; and perhaps 
in Possessions and Obeessions that shall be very marvellous. 
You are not Ignorant^ That just before our Lords First 
Cfoming, there were most observable Outrages committed 
by the Devil upon Uie Children of Men : And I am sus* 
picious. That there will again be an unusual Bangs of the 
Devil among us, a little before the Second Coming of our 
Lord, which will be, to give the last stroke, in Destroying 
the works of the Devil. The Evening Wolves will be much 
abroad, when we are near the Evening of the World. The 
Devil is going to be Dislodged of the Air, where his pieeent 
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Qoutflifue; Ood will witiiflathM of hoi If^iidkMii^ upon 
lum, MUM him to fcM a$ IdgMnmg from hi* Anotint 
HaUtetioiM : And the Bai$ed 8aint$ will theie h»To a 
jV«w J7MMIS which We expect aeeordiag to the Promiee 
of Ood. Now a little before thie tbinft you be like to see 
the Devil mora tetuiNe and vUUtly Buay upon Harth 
perhaps than over he was beforo. You shall of tner hear 
about ApixmHon* of the Devil, and about poor people 
•tmngely Bewitched, Pot$e$$ed and Obeeued, by Infernal 
Fiends. When our Lord is going to set up His Kingdom, 
in the most Btmibh and vUilAe manner that ever was, and 
in a manner answering the l^ranafiiijuralion in ITu Mount, 
it is a Thousand to One, but the Devil will in sundry pmie 
of the world, taaay the like for Himself, with a most Apish 
Station : and Men, at least in tome Comers of the World, 
and perhaps in $ueh as Qod may have some special Designs 
upon, will to dieir Cost, be mora Familiarized with the 
World of Spiritt, than they had been formerly. 

So tliat, in fine, if just befora the Eml, when tJie timet 
of the Jem where to be finished, a man then ran about 
every where, crying, fFo !o the Nation f Wo to the City/ 
Wo to the Temjple I Wol Wot Wol Mudi mora may the 
descent of the Devil, just before his End, when also the 
titnte of the Oentilea will be finished, cause us to cry out, 
Wo/ Wof Wo t beeaute of the black thintjt that iJireaten 
ut/ 

But it is now Time -to make our Improvement of what 
has been said. And, first, we sliall entortain our selves 
with a few Corollariea, deduced from wliat has been thus 
asserted. 
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OmOanH. WhalMUMhavawatohlMiCWLfafw 
piMenratton from thai>w«nwtt«l, to thii which ma* too 1 
WMM>»hlybeoaUedtha2JMai|ror«/ Whilawaiato ' 
tkit pmeia eeU worb^ We anoontmaal^ aoRoandedirfch 
•warns of thoM Devils who make this pretmd "wHd, 
beoome ao eviL What a wonder of Hen^ is it, that no 
/>»e«ooukieveryetmakoaprayof usi Weoaasetour 

S*?i1? VT^\ "^ "^ to»d to the midst of most 
Hellish Battle^nakei/ and one of those Battie^naket 
once thro* th« mouth of a Man, on whom he had Seised 
hissed out such a Truth as thi% // Gorf wmld let me looH 
•P«» you, J thould Jbul enough in the Beet of you all to 
make you aa mine. \Vhat shaU I My t Tho WOdenute 
thro' which we an poMiug to the Promited Land, is aU ' 
over fiU'd with Fiery fiyiwj terpentt. But, blessed be 
Uod ; None of them have hitherto so fastned upon usl as 
to confound us utterly I All our way to Hmvcu, lin^the 
f*>- 0/ Lione, and the MounU of Leopardt; then aio 
tocredible Droves of Devils to our way. But have we safely 
got on our way thus fart O let us be thankful to <m 
Btomal preMrver for it. It is said to Ptal, 76. 10. Surely 
the wnth of Man thaUpraite Hue, and the Retnainder of 
terathtltalt thou rettrain; But turdy itbecomM us to 
pniise God, to that wo have yet sustato'd no mora Danuwe 
by the math of the Demi, and to that he has restratod 
ftat Oveiwhehntog wrath. We on poor, TraveUen to a 
World, which is as weU the Devils Field, as the Devils 
Ooo/; a World to every Nook whereof, the Devil is en- 
Mmped, with Bande of Bobbert, to pester aU UuU have 
their Fart looking Zion^nl : And an we aU this whUe 
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5w kMptr 0/ hrad, (hat had hiih»rta ^^ 
^Jl,^^ZZr.ieemea(hyI^.f^ih»D. 

''XiLy //. We may -ee the ri« of tho.e multtrtr'd. 

^irf^Sainf frequenUy have Jieiri)«./*P««M^ 
Si thelr% embitte «d. When the 8«nU of G^ 
going to leave the World, it is uauaUy » more Storn^ 
f^d with them, than ever it was ; and Uiey find more 
kX iul mo« VexaHofi in the world than ever Uiey 
didbiore. liSBirx^ThatnumyarethBafflidmioftlu 
Jtightecnu ; but a UtUe before they bid adieu to aU those 
BiMiy AMicHim, they often have greater, harder, Borer, 
Loa.\8 tlwreof hid upon them, than they have yet endured. 
It is true, Thai thro' much TrilndaOm tw «««< ^» ** 
the Kinvlom of Ood; but a litUe before our JSntrtuu» 
Uiercinto, our TribuloHon may have some sharper aocente 
of Sorrow, than ever were yet upon it. And what is the 
cause of thUt It is indeed the Faithfianesi of our God 
««<o«i.,thatwesl»ould find thelStirtfc more fuUof I^r«. 
and B,iaa than ever, just before ho fetches us from faWA 
to Ueacen; that so we may go away the more willingly, 
tiie mow easily, and with leas Convulsion, at his calling 
for us. O there ate «y/y IVes, by which we are fastned 
unto this world ; but God wiU by TJiorm ami B,-uijt tear 
those Tie, ammder. But, U not the haml of Joab heref 
Bute. There U Uie math of tlie DevU also in it. A Uttle 
before westep into Heaven, the Devil thinks with himself, 



Mytimto abtm thai SaM i$mmM $hot< ; mkai Mi$- 
tki^I am to do that Saiat, wmt h$ dom fitkUy, if at 
att ; ht'l AorUy bo out of my Beadt for mm. And for 
this cause be will now fly upon us with the Fiareeat Eflbrta 
and Furies of his WraffL It waa allowed unto the Serptnt 
in (7m. 2. 15. To Bruim tho Hod, VHty, at the Hod, 
or at the Clooe, of our Livas^ the Serpmt will be nibbling, 
more than ever in our Lives before: and it is^ BeeauM note 
hehaebuta ehort time. He knowsy That we shall very 
shortly be, fFhoro tho wicked eeaee from Troubling, and 
where the Weary are at Bed; wherefore that Widied one 
will now Trouble us, more than ever he did, and we shall 
have so much Viered, aa will make us more veory than 
ever we were, of things bete below. 
t^ Corollary III. What a Reasonable Thing then ia it^ 
that they whose Time is but ehort, should make as great 
Uee of Uieir Time, as ever they can I pray, let us learn 
some good, even from the tridcod One himself. It has 
. been advised, Be unte ae Serpenie : why, there is a piece 
of Wiedom, whereto that old Serpent, the Devil himself, 
may be our Monitor. AVlien the Devil perceives his Time- 
is but short, it puts him upon Oreai Wrath. But how 
should it be with ue, when we peroeive that our Time is 
but $hort t why, it should put us upon Oreat Work. The 
motive which makes the Devil to be mote full of wrath ; 
. should make us more full of warmth, more full of wateh, 
and more full of AU DUigenee to make our Foeation, and 
Slection eure. Our Pace in our Journey ffeoMiMmnl, 
must beQuiokened, if our epaee for that Journey be shortned, 
even as lerad went further the two lad years of their 
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Joorney CbnooiMMrci; Uian they did in S8 yeert befofo. 
The Apoitlo bringi this, tt • $put to the Devotions of 
Christian^ in 1 Oor. 7. 29. JTWii / lay, Drtlhrfn, the Hme 
i$ Mhorf. Even to, I My this; some things I lay before 
you, which I do only ihink, or iiue$$, but here Is e Uiing 
which I venture to say with all the freedom imngiuable. 
You have now a Time to get good, even a Time to make 
sure of OiTK» and Olory^ atul every gootl Ihiny, by true 
Repentance : But, ThU I eay, the time ie but short. You 
liave now Time to Do good, even to eerve out your yenera- 
tion, as by the Will, so for the Praiee of God; but, Thie 
I nay, the time ii but ehort. And what I say thus to All 
People, I say to OU People, with a peculiar Vehemency : 
Sirs, It cannot be long before your THme is out ; there are 
but a few sands left in the glass of your Time : Ami it is 
of all things the saddest, for a man to say. My Time ie 
iUme, hut my icork umUme/ O then. To work as fast as 
you can ; and of Soul-work, and Church-work, dispatch as 
much as ever you can. Say to all IHwlraneee, as the 
gracious Jercsniak Burrowe would sometimes to Yiritanie : 
You'll extnee meif I aekyoutohe ekori with me, for my 
work is great, ami my time ie but short. Methinks every 
time we hear a Clock, or see a Watch, we have an admo- 
nition given us, tliat our Time is upon the wing, and it will 
all be gone within a little while. I remember I have read 
of a famous man, who havuig a OUn^ioatrh long lying 
by him,outofKilture in hisTrunk,itunaccountobly struck 
Eleven just Iwforo he died. Why, there are many of you, 
for whom I am to do that office this day : I am to tell you 
You are toine to your Eleventh hour; there is no more 
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than a twet/thpart at most^of your life yet behind. But' 
if we neglect our business^ till our short Time shall be 
reduced into none, then woe to us, for the ffreait wrath oj 
Ood will semi us down from whence (here is no RedemptUm. 

OoroUaryJV. i/ 

How welcome should uDeaih in the Lord be unto them 
that bekng not unto the Devil, but unto the Lord I While 
we are sojourning in this World, we are in what may 
upon too many accounts be called Ihe Deeils Oounirys 
We are where the Devil may come upon us in great wrath 
continually. The day when God shall take us out of this' 
World, will be, The day when the Lord wilt ddioer us 
frotn the hand of all our EneuUes, and from the hand of 
Satan. In such a day, why should not our song be that 
of the IValmist, Blessed be my Bock, and let the Ood of 
my Salvation be ejtalted I While we are here, we are in 
the vailey of the shadow of death; and what is it that 
makes it sot Tis because the wild Beasts of Hell are 
lurking on every side of us, and every minute ready to 
salley forth upon us. But our Death will fetch us out of 
that Valley, and carry us where we shall he for ever with 
the Lord. We are now under the daily Buffetings of the 
Devil, and he does molest us with sudi Fiery Darts, as 
cause us even to cry out, / am weary of my Life. Yea, 
but are we as willing to die, as, tMary of Lije t Our Death 
will tlien soon set us whore we cannot be reach'd by the 
Fist of Wiekidneu ; and where the Perfect cannot he 
shdten at. It is said in Rev. 14. IS. Blessed are the 
Dead which die in the Lord, they rest from their labours. 

pS 
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But w» WKf Mj, Blm9$d ar$ tk$ Dmi in Ad Lori^ iM§- 
nmcha$fk^TmiJfomih$Dn(Ut Oprifyifv wiUbebut 
om tMmg wing : When attended with a Convoy of winged 
Angela we ahaU be oonvey'd into thatHeaTen,from whence 
the Deyil having been thrown he ehall never mote eome 
thiUior after ne. Whatif God ehooldnowMy to UBias to 
Mo$^9 Oo ffpoMcI die/ As long as we ^ vp^ when we 
die^ let us receive the MesMge with a joyful Sonl ; we shall 
soon be therOi where the Devil can't ceme dawn upon us. 
If the Oikl of our Li/e sliould now send that Order to US| 
which ho gave to Uezekidh^ Set thy hauae in order^ /br 
thcu ehalt die^ and not live ; we need not be cast into such 
deadly Agonies thereupon, as Hezekiah was : We are but 
going to that Houee^ the Golden Doors whereofi cannot be 
entred by the Devil that here did use to persecute us. 
Metlitnks I see the Departed Spirit of a Believer, tri- 
nmpliantly carried thro' the Devils Temtoriee^ in such a 
stately and Fiery Chariot^ as the Sjnritualixing Body of 
Elia4 liad ; methiiik I see the Devil, with whole Flocks of 
Hai*pie$^ grinning at this Child of God, but unable to 
fasten any of their griping Talons upcm him : And then, 
upon the utmost edge of our Atmoephctre^ methinks I over 
hear the holy Soul, with a most heavenly Gallantry ,deri« 
ding the defeated Fiend, and saying, Ah I Satan I Return 
to thy Dungeone again ; / am going where thou canet not 
f4nne/or ever / O 'tis a brave thing so to die i and espe- 
cially so to die, in our time. For, tho' when we call to 
mind, 77ia/ the Deoih time ie now but ehoii^ it may almost 
make us wish to live unto the end of it ; and to say with 
Uie Psalmisti Beeauee the Lord will shortly appear in hie 
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Glorihiohadi^Ziaik. Om^Oodf Tak» m mat awav 

^yrimn8toh,a,Uo/tk0m„, hmmanOi bm ^ U the 
toje for th* doing of tho,, thingi in the p,o.^t ^h,^ 

^« tong.gociy'd out, IF»oi*aff /»•«•«*«, «^;k ,*;-«, 

an»*»M /WeAould not be inoidiiiatoly loth to rfijrtroi 
• tamo. I» •wort, the JVtw. Me «)«arf, that W6 nay 
weUeountit,a8f«»rfa«»i.todiein,MeTerwe«iw. 
ChroHarjf V. 

Good New. for the /.rorf of God, and pwticuUriy for 
^N^Enoli^I,r„,l If the DeriU idren. abovJ 
e MotMMd ytan ago^ pronounced Aort, what mey we 

!W«duitiuit from tho«) happy ih<m(u,d j/eaw of wet wd 
p^ Md [which is better] Holing n^^ for the 
People of God in the Utter deye; .nd if we ere not . 
tl^ouMul y^r, yet short of that Golden A«, there is 

WesMd Tlum^yMr*tx^ not yet begun, is abundanUy 
deer f«>m thi^ W. do not ^ the D^oLnd; nTaI 
Dev J was never more let looie Uuw in our Days ; and it is 
veiy much that any diould imagine otherwiJo .' But the 
•ame UUng that pioves the Thousand Tear* of prosperity 
for tte Church of God, under the whole Hearenfto K 

that w the prodigious wnih with which the De»a di. in 
our day. P•«MJut^ yea, deeoUte the World. Let us cast 
ourKyesalmoet wherowe wiU,and we shaU see the IkZ 
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domiiieeringai such a mto as inay Jiutly fiU uft wiUi tstoiiiali- 
ment ; it is questionaUo whether Iniquitjf ever weie to 
xaropaut, or whether Calamity were ever so imngent, as in 
thU LamouUUe time ; We may truly eay, 'Ti$ the Hour 
and the Power of Darknet$. But, tho the waih be to 
gt'eait the titM ia but thort : when we are perplexed with 
the irraih of tho Devil, the Wonl of our God at the same 
time unto u^ ia that in Horn, 16. 20. Tli$ Qod of Peace 
ihall hi-uiie Satan under your feet Shortly. Shortly, didst 
thou say, dearoat Lord I O ^^adsome word I Amen, Even 
so, come Lord I Lord Jewa come quirkly I We ehall never 
he rid of thie trouldetfome Detil^ till thou do come to Chain 
him up. 

>But because tho People of Ood, would willingly Iw tokl 
tehei-eabouti wo arc, with reference to the wrath and the 
time of the Devil, you shall give me leave humbly to set 
before you a few Coiyectwree. 

Tikefiret Co^feeture. 

. The Devils Eldest Son seems to be towards the End of 

;Tils List Half-time; and if it be so, the Devils WhoMime^ 

i cannot but be very near its End. It is a very scandalous 

/ thing that any Prot&^tant^ should be at a loss where to find 

/ the Anti-Chriet. But, we luive a sufficient assurance, that 

/ the Duration of Anti-Christy is to be but for a Time^ and 

I for Timee^ and for Haifa time ; Umt is for Ttodm hundred 

and Sixty Years. And indeed, those Tteelve Hundred 

and Sixty Years^ were the very Spott of Time left for the 

Devil^ and meant when 'tis here said. He has but a short 

time. Now, I should have an easie time of it, if I were 
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never put upon an Harder Task^ than to piodiiee what 
might render it oxtreamly probable^ that Antichrist eatred 
his last Half4ime, or tho last Hundred and F^mreeore 
years of his Reign, at or soon softer the celebrated Refor- 
motion which began at the year 16l71n the former century. 
Indeed, it is very agreeable to see how Antichrist then 
lost Half of his Binpiro ; and how that half which then 
became Befonncd^ have been upon many accounts little 
more than Ifalf-refonned. But by this computation, we 
must needs be within a very few years of such a UortifieO' 
tion to befal the See of Rotn^ as tliat Antichrist^ who has 
lately been planting (what proves no more lasting than) a 
Tal»et*naHe in the Glorious Holy Mountain between the 
Seas^ must quickly. Come to this End^ and none shall hdp 
hin^ So then, within a very little while, we shall see the 
Devil stript of tlie grand, yea, the last^ Vehicle^ wherein 
he will be caimble to abuse our World. The Fires^ with 
which, That Beast is to be consumed, will so singe the 
Wings of the Decil too, that he shall no more set the 
Aflairs of this worid on Fire. Yea, they shall both go into 
the same Fire, to be tormented for eeer and ever. 

The Second Coi^eeture. 

That which is, pkrhaps, the greatest EflTect of the Demle 
Wrath^ seems to bcin a manner at an eml : and this would 
make one hope thal^e Devils time cannot be far from its 
end. It is in Persecution, tliat the fcrath of the Devil uses 
to break forth, with iu greatest fury. Now there want 
not probabilities, that the last Persecution intended for the 
Church of God, before the Advent of our Lord, has been 
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upon it When we aee the «Mmil IFMimt^aaNqf, we 
hare a bit ugotl given unto nsi not thelaitlaMt^er of 
4mrJjori$ WUfMm$ i$ omt; and then what Quickly. 
foUowa t The next thing ii| ThiJKtngdami ofikU Wcrtd. 
areUeometh$ Kinffdom ofOwtLord^ and of hii Ohrid : 
and then doim goee the Kingdom of the Devil, bo that he 
cannot any more cotne c/ocm upon ua. Now, the Irre- 
coverable and Irretrievable Uumiliations that have htely 
befallen the THrki$h Potter^ are but ao many Declarationa 
of tlie iifoful Woe pwmng atcay. And the dealings of 
QoA with the Euwpcan {mrta of the world, at this day, do 
furtiier etreugtheu this our expectation. We do see, at 
thii hour a tjrtat Eaiih-quake all Kurope aver : and we 
ekall ece, that thb tjreai Karil^quake^ and these great 
Commotions, will but contribute unto the advancement of 
our Lords hitherto-depressed Interests. Tis also to be 
remarked that, a disposition to reco(:nizo the Empire of 
God over the Oonifcience of man, does now prevail mure in 
the world than formerly ; and God from on High more 
touches the Hearts of Princes and Kulers with an averse- 
ness to Persecution. Tis particularly the imspeakable 
happiness of the English Nation, to be under the Influences 
of that excellent Queen, who could say, In a$ Mueh a$ a 
man camwi make himself believe what he tri/(, why $Kould 
we Pen/ende men far noi helievimj ae we dot I wi$h I 
eoidd $ee all good men of one mind ; but in the mean titne 
I fray^ let them however love one another. Words 
worthy to ))e written in Letters of Gold I and by us the 
more to be considered, because to one of Oure did that royal 
Person express Her self so excellently, so obligingly. 
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When the late King Jamm published hia Declatatfan for 
Liberty of Ocmdeme^ a worthy Divine in .the Church of 
Jft y tond, then studying the Reibeia t ian^ saw eause upon 
BevelaiUmal Ovoundsi to declare himself in toeh words as 
t h ese, fFkateoever oOiere may intend or deeign by thii 
Liberty of Oontciente, I eannol believe, that it will ever be 
roealled in En^and, as long a» the IForU tivmdv. And 
you know how miraculously the Earth^gnahe which then 
immediately came upon the Kingdom, has estaUished that 
Liberty / But that which exceeds all the tendencies this 
way is, the dispensation of God at this Day, towards 
the blessed Vaudois. Those renowned IFaldeneee, which 
were a sort of Root unto all l^testant Churchesi were 
never dissiiMited, by all the Persecutions of many Ages, till 
within these few years, the French King and the Duke of 
Savoy leagued for their dissipation. But just Three yeare 
ami a half after the scattering of that holy people, to the 
surprise of all the World, Spirit of life frotn Ood is come 
into them; and having with a tliousand Miracles repossessed 
themselves of their antient Seats, tlieir hut Pervecntor is 
become their great Pirdector. VHiereupon the reflection 
of the worthy person, that writes the story is. The Churchee 
of Piemont, being the Root of the Protestant Churches, they 
have been the first established; the Churches qf other places 
being but the Branches, shall bs estaUished in ilue time. 
Ood will deliver them speedily, Uejias already ddicered 
the Mother, ami He will not long leave the Daughter behiml : 
He will finish what he has gloriously begun t 
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Tk$ Third Oin^eehm.^, 

Th«re is a liUle room torlwpe^ that the gmU wrath of 
the Devil, will not pitH^ the pieaent ruine of our poor New- 
[Smjlaml in iiortioular. ) I believOi there never wis a poor 
Plantation, more pursued by the vnxUh of the Devil^ than 
our poor NmthEwjland; and that whieh^ makes our con- 
dition very much the more deplorable is^that the icrath of 
the grtaf Qod Himself^tthe same time also presses hard 
upon u& It was a rousing alatm to the Devil, when a 
great Company of English Proieatanti and Puritanic came 
to erect Evangelical Churches, in a comer of Uie World, 
where he had reign'd without any controul for many Ages; 
and it is a vexing Eyesore to the Devil, that our Lord 
Christ sliould bo known and own'd, and preached in this 
hotrlintj WihhmeM. Wherefor he has loft no SUme unr 
tuiiieilf that so ho might undermine his Plantation, and 
force us out of our Country, 

^ First, The Indian Potcatce^^ used all their Sorceries to 
molest the first Pli^iters hero ; but God ssid unto them, 
Tourh fhetn not I Then, Saluring Spints came to rooi in 
this Vineyard^ but Qod so rotcd them off, that they have 
not prcvail'd much farther than the Edges of our Land 
After this, we have liod a continual bla^ upon some of our 
principal Grain, annually diminishing a vast part of our 
ordinary Food. Ilercwithal, wasting Sickneue$f especially 
Burning and Mortal Agues, have Shot the Arrows of 
Death in at our Windows. Next wo have had many 
Adversaries of our own Language, who have been per- 
petually assaying to deprive us of those EngliJi Libertu$^ 
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in the eneoumgemeni whereof theee Territories have been 
settled As if this had not been enough ; The TamiHe$ v 
among whom we came, have watered our Soil with the 
Blood of many Uundreds of our Inhabitants. DesoUting 
Firm also have many times laid the chief Treasure of the 
whole Province in Ashes. As for Lossei by Sea, M«y have 
been multipl/d upon us : and parUcuUriy in the present 
French War^ the whole English Nation have observed that ^ 
no part of the Nation has proportionaUy liad so many 
Vessels taken, as our poor New-England. Besides all 
which, now at last the Devils are (if I msy so speak) tit 
Pemm come down upon us with sudi a lyrath^ as is justly 
mwh^ and will quickly be mors, the Astonishment of the 
World Alas, I may sigh over (hie Wilderness, as Moeee 
did over his, in Peal 90. 7. 9. We are coneumed by thine 
Anyer, ami by thy Wmth we Oi^e troubled : All our daye 
oi^e pa$$ed away in thy Wrath. And I may add this unto 
it. The Wrath of the DecU too hoe been troubling and 
eitemlintj of ue^aU owr daye. 

But what will become of this poor New-England after \' 
all t Shall wo sink, expire, perisli, before the ehort timeot 
the Devil shall bo finished t I must confess, Tliat when I 
consider the lamentable UnfruUfulneee of men, among us, 
under as powerful and perspicuous Dispensations of the 
Gospel, as are in the World ; and when I consider the 
declining state of the Poteer of Uodlimee in our Churches, 
with the most horrible Indisposition tliat perhaps ever waS| 
to recover out of this declension ; I cannot but Fear lest it 
comes to this, and lest an i4«ta/iV Removal of Candlesticks 
come upon us. But u|x>n some other Accounts, I would 
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fiin hope otherwiae; and I will give yon therefore the 

opportimity to trj wluttLifeienoee maybe dimwn from theee 

probable PrognoeticatioDe. 

.^ I aaji Fint^ That surely, Am$riea*$ Fate, muat at the 

\ long run include Neto-EnglamU in it What was the 

i design of our Ood, in bringing over bo many Kurop€Mm$ 

; hither of later years t Of what use or state will Auwrka 

be, when the Kingdom of Ood shall comet If it must all 

be the Devils propriety, while tlie saved Nations of the 

other Hemisphere shall be Walking in the Light of the 

Neie Jenualetn^ Our New-England has then, 'tis likely, 

done all tliat it was erected for. But if Qod have a purpose 

to make hero a scat for any of those glorious things which 

at'e spoken of thee, O thou City of Qod; then even thou, 

Neio-Knglaml, art within a very little while of Y)etter 
days than ever yet have dawn'd upon. thee. 

^ / I siiy, Secondly^ That tho' there be very Th^'eatning 
/ Symptoms on America, yet there are some hopeful ones. 

1 confess, when one thinks upon the cryingBarbarities with 
which the most of those Euivpaxms that have Peopled this 
New worlil, Y>ecame the l^Issters of it ; it looks but Omi- 
nously. When one also thinks how much the way of living 
in many parts of America, is utterly inconsistent with the 
very Essentials of Christianity; yea, how much Injury 
and Violence is therein done to Humanity it self; it is 
enough to dtfmp the Hopes of the most Sanguine Com* 
plexion. And the Fiinm of Heaven which has hitherto 
been upon Attempts of better Gospellizing the Plantations^ 
considered, will but increase the Damp. Nevertheless, on 
the oUier side, what sliall be said of all tlie Promises, That 
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tmr Lord JmuChrittAatt turn tk$tMtnimlpaH$ of fh» 
Xarfkjbr hi$ Pottmkm f ud of all UifbFngfueiH, TbMi 
AB Ou tmU 0/ tkt Earth $Ml rmtmbtr tmd turn unto 
the Urdt Ordoeait look agrmMy'OMlL aaeh a lieh 
quarter of the Worid, equal in wiM NgHd* to all th* ML 
ahould never be oat of the Dt»a$ handa, from the fine 
Inhabitetion onto the laat DiaKdution of it t No anie; why 
may not the Au< be the^rrf/ and the Am ofRigktmm$. 
net come to shine brightmt, in Climates which it rose 
lo/effuponl t/ 

^ I say, Thirdly, That as it fares with Old England, so 
it wiU bo moat Kkely to fare with New-Enffland. For 
which cause, by the way, there may be more of the Divine 
Favour in the present Ciroumataneea of oar dependence on 
England, than we are well aware of. Thia is veiy sure, 
if matters go tU with our Mother, her poor American 
Daughter here, must feel it ; nor oould onr former Happy 
Bettleuentliaveltindred our sympatbyinthatUnhappiness. 
But if matters go WeU in the Three Kingdoms ; as long 
as God shall bless the English NaUon, with Balers that 
ahaU encourage Piety, Honesty, Induttry, in their Subjects, 
and that shall cast a Benign Aspect upon the IntoresU of 
our Glorious Gospel, Abroad as weU as at Home; so long, 
New-England will at least keep iu head above water : and 
so much tlte more, for our comfortable Settlement in such , 
a Form as we are now cast inta Unless thete ahould l)e 
any singular, destroying. Topical Plaguce, whereby an 
oficndod Ood ahould at lost make us Itite; But, Aloe, 
Lord, what other Hive ha$t thou provided /or mi / 
I soy, Foutlhly, That the Elder Ewjlantl wUl certainly 
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and speedUy be Yisiked with ^^andmUhvlngkliidnm of 
God. When one eeesi how ttmngely the Cufee of our 
JoAmo^ haa fallen upon the Persons and Houses of them 
that have attempted the Rebuilding of the Old Bomish 
Jerkr/iOy which has there been aofardemolished, they cannot 
but sajTi That the Bs/omiaiian therei shall not only be 
maintained, but also pursued, proceeded, perfected ] and 
that God will shortly there have a New Jerusalem. Or, 
Let a Man in his thoughts run over but the series of 
amazing Providences towards the English Nation for the 
last Thirty Years : Let him reflect^ how many Plate for 
the mine of the Nation, have been strangely discovered : 
yea, how very unaccountably those very Pereane^ yea, I 
may also say, that those very Methods which were intended 
for the tools of that mine, have become the instruments or 
occasions of Deliverances. A man cannot but say upon 
these Reflections, as the Wife of Manoah once pmdently 
ex])resscd her self, 1/ the Lord were jjleosed to hat>e De- 
stivyed us^ He would not have sheu^d us all these things. 
Indeed, It is not unlikely, that the Enemies of the English 
Nation, may yet provoke such a Shake unto it, as may 
perhaps exceed any tliat has hitherto been undeigone : 
the Lord prevent the Machinations of his Adversaries I 
But that shake will usher in.the most ijlorious THtnes that 
ever arose upon the English Horizon. As for the French 
Cloud which hangs over England^ tho' it bo like to Rain 
sliowers of Blood upon a Nation, where the Blood of the 
Blessed Jesus has been too much treated as an Unholy 
Thing; yet I lielieve Gkxl will shortly scatter it : and my 
belief is grounded upon a bottom that will bear it. If that 



oyeufpomn French LeotaOam should aeeomplidi any thing 
like a Conquest of JSngfaiNf.whateoQld there be to hinder 
him from the Universal Empire of the Westt But the 
Visions of the Western World, in the Views both of 
Daniel and of /o*ji, do assure us» that whatever Monaith, 

shaU while the Apocy continues go to swallow up the 2^ 
Kings which received their Power upon the Fall of the 
Western Empire, he must miscarry in the Attempt The 
French Phadons Epitaph seema written in that^ Sure Word 
of Prophecy. 

[Since the making of this Conjecture, there are arrived ^ 
unto us, the News of a Victory obtained by the EngliM 
over the French, which further confirms our Conjecture • 
and causes us to sing, Pharaohs Chariots, and his Hosts, 
has the Lord caet down into the Sea; Thy right4iand has 
dasheil in pieces the Enemy /] 

Now, In the Salvation of EngUnd, the PUntationa 
cannot but Ri^oyce, and New-Englaml also will be Glad. 

But so much for our Coivllaries, I hasten to the main 
thmg designed for your entertainment And that is^ 

AN HORTATORY AND NECESSARY ADDRESSi 

TO A OOUNTBT VOW nTRAOBDIHABILT ▲LABUH'd 

BY THB WRATH OF TBI DBVIL. 

^rIa TUIB, 

JJST us now make a good and aright use of the piodigi. 

ous descent which theZ>erf7in Cheat Wrath is at this 

day making upon our Land. Upon the Death of a Great 
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Mail onofti an Ontor eall'd th0 Town togetheri eiyiug OQt| 
CbnciiiTJIa Cwe$t Daap$a $wit vedra Miodrn/ thafc ii^ 
CbfiM together^ Neiyhbomn^ your Tam^WaUs art /Ulm 
down/ Bufc laoh is the descent of Um Devil at this day 
upon our eelvefli that I may truly tell you, I%$ WalU 0/ 
the whole World are broken down/ The usual Watte of 
defence about mankind have such a Gap made in thenit 
that the very De^U are broke in upon US| to seduce the 
&nf/ii, torment the Bodies, sully the Orediie, and consume 
the Eeiatee of our Neic^boursi with Impieasions both as 
real and as furiaue, as if the InmeiUe World were bo- 
coming Itwwmate, on purpose for the vexing of us. And 
what use ought now to bo mode of so tremendous a dis- 
pensation t Wo are engaged in a Faei this day ; but shall 
we try to foich Meat out of the Eater, and make the Lion 
to afford some Hony for our Soule f 

That the Devil is eoine down unto u$ with great Wrath^ 
we find, we fee), we now deplore. In many ways, for many 
years hath the Devil been assaying to Extirpate the King* 
dom of our Lord Jesus here. New-England may complain 
of the Devil, as in Peal. 129. 1, 2. Afany a time haoe they 
afflirtCil me, from my youth, may New-England now $ay ; 
Many a time haoe they afflicted me from my Youth ; ytt 
they have not prevailed against me. But now there is a 
more than ordinary afflietion^vfiih which the DevtV is Galling 
of us : and such an one as is indeed Uuparallelable. The 
things confessed by Witches, and the tilings endured by 
Others, laid togctlier, amount unto tliis account of our 
Affliction. Thoi>api/, Exhibiting himselLoidinarily as a 
small Blade inan, lias dccoy'd a fearful knot o? proud 
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^>^ and aome are now tomMSdW STtS^ ? 
0<»ifi»Hng, have mat in HdSTiLteSli^l^ '!* 
the Confe,..™ do aay. ti^fZrfZt^^jZi^ 
B^nmi^U, imitating the i^p««» and the Z^!?^ 
Loid. !•» these helliahmeeiLiLTe^^S^i. 

«^atedthen«.lve.todono!ral£:ju^'t"ei*^ 
the Kingdom of our Loni Jp^h^ m. 1 rT/ aesiroy 

tH. wZ; -din;«,ri'ere:^^;i:;'^'j'^, '^ 

have their 5^«rf,«. or DeviT^^^ - ?^T^--*^*"* 
wpreeintteg^tr^rto^ Ae^T^""!^* ^ **'*"'' * 

TWUrrtick Pi,„ into u,. bJS ofuS^Sr^T^"""' ^ 
besides a thousand other sorta nr pi *"''**t^ - •?^"» 

,««1 «nT ".em :^ 1^^'^,^!°',^' *""?,". 
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Dkbolktl Spedm, »• horribly tempted by «>•».•»»•• 
timee with toir piomieeik end eometimee with htid thieat- 
Bings, hot alweye with felt miaeriee^ to dgn the DwOt 
Law$ in a Spectnl Book laid before them ; which two or 
three of these poor 8uirereM,beiog by.their tiresome «uffe^ 
inn oToroomo to do, they have immediately been releaaed 
from all their mweriee, and they appear'd in Spedre then 
to Torture those that were before their Fellow-SulTerera. 
The Wilehet which by their covenant with the DovU, are 
become Owners of Spectres, are oftentimes by thew own 
Spectres required and compelled to give their consent, for 
the molestation of some, which they had no mind otherwise 
to fall upon ; and cruel depredations are then made upon 
the Vicinage. In the Prosecution of these Witchciafts, 
among a thousand other unaccountable tilings, the Spectres 
have an odd faculty of cloathing the most substantial and 
corporeal liwtruinenU of Torture, with Invi-iUlty, while 
the wounds thereby given have been the most po^pable 
things in the World ; so that the Sufferers assaulted with 
InstrumcnU of Iron, wholly unseen to the standera by,- 
though, to their cost, seen by them8elve^ have, upon 
siialchit.g, xvKHtwl the Instruments out of i\xeSjH>^t,-cs 
hands, and every one has then immediately not only behel.Ii 
but han'Ucf, an Iron Instrument token by a Devil from a- 
Neighlwur. Tlieso wicked Spectres have proce«le«l ho far,- 
as to steal scvcralquantities of Monyfromdivcrs people, part 
of which Money, lias, before mfticimt Spectators, been 
dropt out of the Air into the Hands of the Sufferers, while 
the SM'-lres have been urging them to subscribe their 
Cocemnt with Death. In such extravagant ways have these 
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Wretches propounded, thibJ)nigo<mt>tgci u nmaju they 
can, in their own Combination, and the Dt$l r o i f ii tg of 
others withlingring^ spreading^ deadly diieasee ; till oor 
Coontreyohoald at last become too hot focna. Ainoogtlie 
Ghastly Instances of themeoass which thoee Bloody YHtchee 
bare had, we have seen even some of their own Children, . 
so dedicated unto the Devil, that in their Infanoy, it is 
found, the Imps have sucked them, and rendied them Ye* 
nemous to a Prodigy. We have also seen the Devils first 
batteries upon the Town, where the first Church of our 
Lord in this Colony was gathered, producing those dis> 
tractions, wliich have almost ruin'd die Town. We have 
seen likewise the Pla/jue reaching afterwards into other 
Towns far and near, where the Houses of good Men have 
the Devils filling of them with terrible Vexations 1 

This is the Descent, which, it seems, the Devil has now 
made upon us. But that which makes this Descent the 
more formidable, is ; The multitude and qutUity of Persons 
accused of an interest in this Witchcraft, by the Efficacy of 
the Spectres which take their Name and shaiie upon them ; 
causing very many good and wise Men to fear, That many 
itMorent, yea, and some rertuom persons, are by the Devils 
in tliis matter, imposed upon ; That the Devils have obtain'd 
the iiowor, to toke on them the likeness of harmless people, 
and in that likeness to afflict other l)eople, and be so abused 
by Prxstigious Dtemons, that upon their look or touch, the 
alRioted shall be odly affected. Arguments from the 
Procidenee of Ood, on the one side, and from our Charity 
towards Man on the other side, have made this now to 
become a most agitoted Coutroversie among us. There 
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ia an Ag(my pfodnced in the Minds of Men, last the 
Devil should shsm us with Dmnee$^ of pethi4^ a finer 
Thred, than was ever yet practised upon the Worid. The 
whole bttriness is become hereupon so Snarled^ and the 
determination of tiie Question one wayor another,so(ftJina/, 
that our Honourable Judges have a Boom for Jehoihaphaf9 
Exchmiation, We know noi ichai to do I They have used, 
as Judges have heretofore done, the Spectral Evidences^ to 
introduce their further Enquiries into Uie Livee of the 
persons accused ; and they have thereupon, by the wonder- 
ful Providence of God, been so strengthened with other 
evidenee», that some of the Witch Oang have been fairly 
Executed. But what shall be done, as to those against 
whom the ecidenee is chiefly founded in the dark uorld f 
Here they do solemnly demand our Addresses to the Father 
of JJffhtti^ on their behalf. But in the mean time, the 
Devil improves the Darkness of this Aifair, to push us into 
a BHntl Mans Buffet^ and we aro even ready to be sinfully^ 
yea, hotly, and madly, mauling one another in the dark. 

The consequence of these things, every considerate Man 
tiembles at ; and the moro, because the frequent cheats of 
P^ission, and Rumour, do precipitate so many, that I wish 
I could say. The most were considerate. 

But that which carries on theformidableness of ourTrials, 
unto that which may be called, A icmfh unto the utter- 
woff, is this : It is not without the wixdh of the Almighty 
Ood himself, that Uie Devil is permitted thus to come down 
upon us in tcmth. It was said, in Isa. 9. 19. Thtvuyh 
the wrath of the Loi-d of Hosts^ the Land is darkned. Our 
Land is darkned indeed ; since the Potters of Dai'kness 
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are turned in upon us : tis a dark time^ yea a blaek nl|^t 
indeed, now the Tjf^ogs of the Pit are abroad among us: 
but, It is ihnmgh (hswralk of the Lord of Hosts/ Inas- 
much as the Fire4frands of HeU it self are used for the 
scorching of us» with cause enough may we cry out, What 
means (he hoot of (his anger t Blessed Lord ! Areallthe 
other Instruments of thy Vengeance, too good for the 
chastisement of such transgressors as we are t Must the 
very Decils be sent out of Their own jdaee^ to be our 
Troublers : Must we be lash*d with Scorpions^ fetched from 
the Place of Torment t Must this Wildemess be mode a 
Beceptacle for the Dragons of the Wildemess f If a Lap- 
land should nourish in it vast numbers, the successors of 
the old Bianm^ who can with looks or words bewitch other 
people, or sell Winds to Marriners, and have their ^amt'/Jar 
Spirits which they bequeath to their children when they 
die, and by their Enchanted KetUe-Drums can learn things 
done a Thousand Leagues off ; If a Stcedeland should afford 
a Village, where some scores of Haggs, may not only have 
their meetings with Familiar Spirits^ but also by their 
Enchantments drag many scores of poor children out of 
their Bed-chambers, to be spoiled at those Meetings ; This 
were not altogether a matter of so much wonder I But that 
New-Englaml sliould Uiis way bo harassed I They aro not 
Chaldeans^ that Bitter and Hasty Nation^ but they aro, 
Bitter ami Bumintj Devils ; They aro not Swarthy Imlians^ 
but they aro Sooty Devils; that aro let loose upon us. 
Ah, Poor New-Enylaml I Must the plague of Old ^jypt 
come upon theet Whereof we read in Psal. 78. 49. He 
cast upon them the fierceness of his Anger^ Wrath^ and 
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JndignoHan^ ami TnmUe, by $ending EM Angels amanf 
fAaiM. What, O whal must next be looked fort Muat 
that which is there next mentioned be next enconnteiedt 
He epared nal (heir mml fixnn deaths hui gave their life 
over to the Peetilenee. For my part, when I consider what 
Melancfhm says» in one of his Epistles, Thai fheee Diar 
Mical Sfieetadee ai^e oftenProdigiee ; and wheni consider, 
how often i^eople have been by Spectree called upon, just 
before their deaths ; I am verily afraid, lest some wasting 
Mortality be among the things, which this Plague is the 
Forerunner of. I pray God prevent it ! 
But now, What shall toe do t 

L Let the Devils comtni/ dotm in great irm/A upon us, 
cause us to come doicn in g^'eat grief before the Lord. 
We may truly and sadly say, We are brought very low / 
Low indeed, when the Serpents of the dust, are crawling 
and coyling about us, and Insulting over us. May we not 
say, We an in the very belly of Hell, when Hell it self 
is feeding upon us. But how Low is that ! let us then 
moat penitently lay our selves very Lojt before the God of 
Heaven, who has thus Abased us. When a Truculent 
Jiero, a Deinl of a Man, was turned in upon the World, it 
was said, in 1 Pet. 6. C. Humble your selves under tlie 
mighty hand of Qod. How much more now ought we to 
humlie our selves under that Mighty Hand of that God who 
indeed lias the Devil in a Chain, but has horribly length- 
ened out the Chain I Wien the old i>eople of God heard 
any Blasphemies, tearing of his Ever-Blessed Name to 
pieces, they were to Jiend their Cloaths at what they heard. 
I am sure that we have cause to liend our HeaHs this Day. 
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when we see what an High Treason has been committed 
against the most high God, by the WitcherafU in onr 
Neighbourhood We may say; and shall we not.be Jbimital 
when we say it t We have seen an horrible thing done in 
our Land I Q 'tis a most humbling thfaig, to think, that 
ever there should be such an abomination among us^ as for 
a crue of humane race, to renounce their Maker, and to 
unite with the Devil, for the troubling of mankind, and for 
People to be, (as is by some confessed) Baptised by a 
Fiend, using this form upon them, TTkou art mine, and I 
have a full ix>wer over thee ! afterwards communicating in 
an HeUish Bread and Wine, by that Fiend administred 
unto them. It was said in DeyJt. 18. 10, 11, 12. There 
shall not be found among you an Inchanter, or a Witch, 
or a Charmer, or a Consulter with Familiar Spirits, or a 
Wizzaixt, or a Netromancer; For all thai do these things 
are an Abomination to the Lord, and because of these Abomi- 
nations, the Lord thy Ood doth drive them out before thee. 
That Neic-Kngland now should have these Abominations 
in it, yea, that some of no mean Pivfession, should be found 
guilty of them : Alas, what Humiliations aro we all hereby 
oblig'd unto t 'tis a Defiled Land, wherein we live ; Let 
us bo humbled for these Defiling Abominations, lest we be 
driven out of our Land. It's a very humbling thing to 
tliiuk, what reproaches will be cast upon us, for this matter, 
among The Daughters of the Philistines. Indeed, enough 
might easily be said for the vindication of this Country 
from the SingtUanty of this matter, by ripping up, what 
has been discovered in others. Oreat Britain alone, and 
this also in our days of Greatest Light, has had that in it^ 
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wbicK may divert tho Ciliuimies of an iU-nataNd World, 
from eentring bare. They are words of the Devout Bishop 
J9a//, Satam prevaleney in thi$ Age^ is most dear in the 
marvetlaue Nwtiber of Witches^ abounding in all placee. 
Now Hundrtde are discovered in one Shire ; and^ if Fatne 
Deeeitee ve not, in a Village of Fourteen Houses in the 
Northf are found so many of this Datnned Brood. Yea^ 
and those of both Sexes^ who have jnvfessed vmch Know* 
leilge^ Holiness, and Devotion, are dratm into this Damn- 
able Practice. I suppose the Doctor in the first of those 
Passages, may refer to what happened in the Year 1645. 
When so many Vassals of the Devil were Detected, that 
there were Thirty try'd at one time, whereas about four* 
teen were Tlang'd, and an Hundred more detained in the 
Prisons of Suffolk and Essex. Among other things which 
many of these Acknowledged, one was. That they were to 
undeigo certain Punishtnents, if they did not such and such 
Hurts as were appointed them. And, among the rest 
that were then Executed, there was an Old Parson, called 
Lome, who confessed. That he had a couple of Imps, 
whereof one was always putting him upon the doing of 
Mischief; Once particularly, that Imp calling for his Con- 
sent so to do^ went immediately and Sunk a Ship, then 
under Soil I proy, lot not New-England become of an 
Unsavoury and a Sulphurous Resentment in the Opinion 
of the World abroad, for the Doleful things which are now 
fallen out among us, while there are such Histories of other 
places abroad in tlie World. Nevertheless, I am sure that 
tre, the People of New-England, have cause enough to 
Humble our selves under our most Hufubling Circum- 
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We must no mors be Haughty, heeause of the 
Lords Holy Homitain amtmff us; No ft beeomes us rather 
tobop Humble, because we have been euA am Habitatioik of 
UnhOyDevils/ ^ 

IL Sinee the Devil is come down m great wrath upon 
ua,let not us in our ^reoftmiA against one another provide 
a Lodging for him. It was a most wholesome caution, in 
J^ 4. 26. 27. Let nottheSungo dawn upon your wrath: 
Neither give place to the DeviL The Devil is come down 
to see what Quarter he shall find among us : And if his 
coming down, do now fill us mth wrath against one another, 
and if between the cause of the Suferers on one hand, and 
the cause of the Suspected on t'other, we carry things to 
such extreams of Passion as are now gaining upon us, the 
Devil will Bless himself to find such a convenient Lodging 
as we shall therein afford unto him. And it may be that 
the wrath which we have had against one another has had 
more than a little influence upon the coming down of the 
Devil in that wrath which now amases us. Have not 
many of us been DevUs one unto another for Slanderings, 
for Backbitings, for Animosities t For this, among other 
causes, perhaps, Ood has permitted the Devils to be worry- 
ing, as Uiey now are, among us. But it is high time to 
leave ofT all DevUism, when the Devil himself is falling 
upon us : And it is no time for us to be Censuring and 
Reviling one another, with a DecUish wrath, when the 
wrath of the Devil is annoying of us. The way for us to 
out^wit the Devil, in the Wilss with which he now Vexee 
xm, would be for us to joyn as one man in our cries to Oodf 
for the Directing, and Issuing of this Thorny Business ; 
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bot if wo do not Lift up our Hands to Heaveni teUhout 
Wrath, wo cannot tlien do it teiihaut Doubt, of speeding 
in it I am ashamed when I read French Authois giving 
this Character of Englishmen [Us $e hai$9ent Le$un$ U$ 
autref, ^ 9ont en Dicunon CantinuetteJ] They hate one 
another, and are alwaye Qtwrrdling one with another. 
And I shall be much more ashamed, if it become the 
Character of Netv-Englantlcrs ; whicli is indeed what the 
Devil would have. Satan would make us bruime one 
another, by breaking of the Peace among us ; but let us 
disappoint him. We read of a thing that sometimes 
happens to the Devil, when ho is foaming with his Wmth, 
in Mar. 12. 43. The unclean Spirit eeeks rest, and finde 
none. But we give rest unto the Devil, by wrath one 
against another. If we would lay aside all fierceness, and 
keenness, in tlie disputes which tlie Devil has raised among 
us; and if we would use to one another none but the soft 
Answers, which turn atcay wrath : I should hope that we 
might light upon such Counsels, as would quickly Extricate 
us out of our Labyrinths. But the old Incendiary of the 
world, is come from llcll, with Sjxirks of Hell-Fire flash- 
ing on every side of him ; and we make our selves Tynder 
to the Sparks. When the Emperuur Het^ry III. kept the 
Feast of Pentecost, at the City Mentz, tlicro arose a dis- 
sension among some of the people there, wliich came from 
words to blows, and at last it passed on to the shedding of 
Blood. After the Tumult was over, when they came to 
that ckuse in their Devotions, T/iou hast tnaile this Day 
Olorious; the Devil to the unexprcssible Terrour of that 
vast Assembly, made the Temple Ring with tliat Outcry, 



BiUI ham wiade this DaiyQuarreleame/ Wo are truly 
come into a day, which by being well managed mif^t be 
very Olorious, for the exterminating of Ihoee Aeeursed 
thinffs, which have hitherto been the Clogs of our Pioi' 
perity ; but if we make this day Qnarrelsome, thro* any 
BoQiny Confidences, Alas, Lord, my Flesh Trembles for 
Fear of thee, and I am a/raid of thy Judgments. Eras^ 
mus, among other Historians, tells ua, that at a Town in 
Osimany, a Witch or Devil, appeared on the Top of a 
Chimney, Threatning to set the Town on Fire: And at 
length. Scattering a Pot of Ashes abroad, the Town was 
presently and horribly Burnt unto the Qround. Methinks, 
I see the Spectres, from the Top of the Chimneys to the 
Northward, threatning to scatter /¥re, about the Countrey ; 
but let us quench that Fi^'e, by the most amicable Correa* 
pendencies : Lest, as the Spectres, have, they say, already 
most Literally burnt some of our Dwellings, there do come 
forth a further Fire from the Brambles of Hell, which may 
more terribly Devour us. Let us not be like a Troubled 
House, altho' we are so much haunted by the DevHs. Let 
our Long suffering be a well-pbced piece of Amnmr, about 
us, against the Fiery Darts of the wicked ones. History 
informs us. That so long ago, as the year 858, a certain Pes- 
tilent and Malignant sort of a Z>temcm,mole8ted Caunwnt in 
Oermauy, with all sorts of methods to stir up strife among 
the Citizens. He uttered Prophecies, he detected Villanies, 
he branded people with all kinds of Infamies. He incensed 
the Neighbourhood against one Man particularly, as the 
cause of all the mischiofs : who yet proved himself innocent 
He threw stones at the Inhabitants, and at length burnt 
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thdr Habitatumsi tittiheCcMiimisaioii of the Dmaum 0(ml4 
go no farther. I say, Let ua be well aware leat auch 
Dmmon$ do Come hiiher dUcK 

III. Inasmuch aa the Devil in oome down in Oreat^ 
Wraih, we had need Labour, with all the Care and Speed 
we can to Divert the Chnat Wt-aih of Heaven from coming 
at the same time upon ue. The Ood of Heaven has with 
long and loud Admonition8| been calling ua to a lUforma^ 
Han of our Pfincking EviU^MM the only way to avoid that 
Wrath of Hie, which doea not only 27i#«a/aiibut Omtume 
118. Tia becauae we have been Deaf to thoae Calh that 
we are now by a provoked God, laid open to the Wrath of 
the Devil himself. It ia aaid in Pr. 16. 17. Whm a mam 
waifipleate the Lord^ he maketh even his Enemies to heal 
peace tvith Jam. The Devil ia our grand Eneniy ; and 
tho' we would not be at peace tcith him, yet we would be 
At peace from him, that is, we would have him unable to 
dtaquiet ontjoecM. But inasmuch as the wrath which we 
-endure from this Enetny^ will allow us no peaee^ we may 
be sure, mr ways have not pleased the Lord. It is because 
we have broken the hedye of Oods Preeq>tSf that the hedge 
dji Gods Pi^onidence is not so entire as it uses to be about 
us ; but Serpents are biting of us. let us then set our 
selves to make om peace with our God, whom we have 
dlispleaseil by our iniquities : and let us not imagine that 
we can encounter the Wrath of the Devil, while there is 
the Wrath of God Almighty to set that Mastiff upon us. 
RBfX)Rif ATioif ! RKFonxATiONl hss bccu the repeated 
Ci*y of all the Judgments that have hitherto been upon us ; 
l)ecause we have been as deaf Adders thereunto, Ihe Adder's 



of the InfemalPit are now hiaaing about ua. At lengthy 
asltwasof oIdaaid,XMi0l«.SO. V ^^^'mU mtofkem 
from the dead, they mtt rq)ent; even ao^ there are some 
oome unto us from the />timfiacf. The great God haa loosed 
,.' the Bars of the Pit^ao that many cfa/niiad iS/nrili are come 
I in anumg ua, to make us repent of our Misdemeanours. 
^ The means which the Lord had formeriy employed for our 
attakening, were such, that he might well have said, What 
eould J have done morel and yet, after all, he haa done 
more, in some regards, than waa ever done for the awaken- 
ing of any People in the World. The things now done 
to awaken our Enquiriea after our provoking Evils, and our 
endeavours to Reform those Evils, are most extraordinary 
things ; for which cause I would freely apeak it| if we now 
do not some extraordinary things in returning to God j 
we are the most incurable, and I wish it to be not quickly 
said, the most miserable People under the Sun. Believe 
me, 'tis a time for all people to do something extraordinary, 
in seatrhing and trying of their tcays, ami in turning to 
(he Lord. It is at an extiaordinary mte of Circumspee- 
iion and SpitHtudl mimledness, that we ahould all now 
m a in ta i n a walk tcith Ood. At such a time aa thia ought 
Magistrates to do something extraordinary in promoting 
of what is laudable, and in restraining and chastising of 
Evil Doers. At such a time as this ought Ministers to do 
something exttoordinary in pulling the Souls of men out 
of the Snai-es of the Devil, not only by publick Preaching, 
but by persoiud VisiU and Counsels, fivm house to house. 
At such a time aa thia ought Churches to do something 
extmordinary, .in renewing of their Covenants, and in 
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rmimMiig,uA rtviving th* Oblig»tioiui of whU they 
h»v« raoAwed. Some idminUe Desigoi about the S^fiir- 
tnation of llannen, have lately been on foot in the Bngliah 
Nation, in ponuance of the most excellent Admonitions 
which have been given for it, by the Letteis of Their 
Majesties. Besides the vigorous Agreeinents of the 
Jwtieea here and there in the Kingdom, assisted by godly 
Gentlemen and Informers, to Execute the Lato$ upon pro- 
phane Offenders; there has been sUrted a JPtoj^otal for 
the well-affected people in every Parisb, to enter into 
orderly Soc»e<»6«, whereof every Member shall bind himself, 
not only to avoid Prophaneness in himself, but also accord- 
ing unto to their Place, to do their utmost in ti.ntIty>ronng; 
and, if it must be so, then Ejeponng, and so Punuhing, 
as the Law directs, for others that shall be guilty. It has 
been observed, that the English Nation has ha*l some of its 
greatest Successes, upon some special and signal Aetiotu 
this way ; and a discouragement given under L«gal Pro- 
ceedings of this kind, must needs be very exercising to the 
Wise that ob«en<e the«e thitujg. But, O why should not 
Neto-Ewjlaml be the most forward part of the Englisli 
Nation in such Be/orntatiom t Metliinks I hear the Lord 
from Heaven saying over us, that my People had 
hearkeneil unto me; then I should toon have mthdued the 
Detih, as tcell at their other Enemiet t There have been 
•ome feoble Essays towards Reformation of late in our 
Chun^e* : but, I pray, what comes of them t Do we stay 
till the iS/cMW of his Wrath bo o\'crt Nay, let us be doing 
what we can, as fast as wo can, to divert the Storm. Tlie 
Devils having broke in Mi>on our World, there is great 



•dang, IF»a a «<W*«ftn«c« ««,*•/ Aadmtnr 
do by Spectral ExhibiUons eome to be «»y<« oirf bdoT^T 

hope in Gods time it wiU be found, thrt Maong th«rthak 
are thus ay<l OK/ upon, there are per«>nayet Clear Awn 
the great Tranegreeeim! l»ut indeed, all the Unrefyrmed 
among ns, may justly be oy-d o.rf upon, m having too 
much of an hand in lettingof the Devil, into our Borders- 
tisourWorldliness, our FormaUty, our Sensoalitv ami 
our Imquity that has help'd tUs letting of the DeviU in 
O let us then at kst, consider our Kay$. Tu % stmnm 
passage recorded by Mr. Clark in the Life of his Father 
That the People of his Phrish, refusing to be ReclaimS 
from their AiiMAftmiA-tny, by aU the tealou. Testimonies 
which that good Man bore against it; at last, on a niriit ( 
after the people had retired home from a Bevelling Propha- ^ 
nation of Uie LonhDay there was heard a great Noise with 
mtUmg of Chains up and down the Town, and an horrid 
Scent of Brimstone ail'd the Neighbourhood. Upon which 
flie <7tti%Cl>«*-i«if«« of the Wretches told them, the DevU 
was come to fetch them away; and it so terrifi'd them 
that an Eminent Be/ormation foUo^v'd the Sermons which 
that Man of God Preached thereupon. Behold, Sinners, 
behold and tconder, lest you jterieh: the veiy Devil, an 

*1^ !15 l^r"*.**" ^^"^^ *'*'' lengthened Chains, making 
a dreadful Noise in our Ears, and Brinutone even without 
a Metaphor, is making an helliah and horrid stench in our 
No8trd* I pray leave off aU those things whewof your 
guuty Oontaences may now accuse you, lest these Devils 
do yet more dirofuUy faU upon you. Be/onnaiion is »t 
this tune our only Preservation. 
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IV. When the DeTil ii oome downin pM< Wro^ 
•Taiy great Viee vhioh may bave a more partkular ten- 
deiicy to make ua a Piey unto that IFraih, oome into a 
doe diwsiedit with us. It i« the geneml Conceaaion of all 
men, who aie not become too UnrmBonable for common 
Conversation, that the Invitation of WitcherafU is the thing 
that haa now introduced the Devil into the midst of us. I 
say then, let not only all WUekcrafU be duly abominated 
with us, but also let us be duly watchful against all iXi^Stepe 
leadmg thereunto. There are lesser So)'eerie$ which they 
say, are too frequent in our Land. As it Avas said in 2 
king. 17. 9. The Children of Israel did eecretly ihoee 
things that teere not right, agaiwt the Lord their God. So 
*tis to be f earifd, the children of New-England have eecretly 
done many things that have been pleasing to the DeyiL 
They say, that in some Towns it has been an usual thing 
for People to cure Hurts with Sj)ell$, or to use detestable 
Coiy urations, with Sieves, Keys, and Fease, and Nails, and 
Horse-shoes, and I know not what other Implements, to 
learn the things for which they have a forbidden, and an 
impious Curiosity. *Tis in the Devils Name, Uiat such 
things are done ; and in Oods Name I do this day charge 
them, as vile Impieties. By these courses 'tis, that People 
play upon The Hole of the Asp, till that cruelly venemous 
Asp has pull'd many of thorn into the deep Hole of Witch- 
craft it self. It has been acknowledged by some who have 
mink the deepest into tliis horrible Pit, that they began at 
these little Witchcrafts; on which 'tis pity but the Laws 
of the English Nation, whereby Uie incorrigible re|)etition 
of those Tricks, is made Felony, were severely Executed. 
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Aom thct k1ce ainful OiiHomiy f t is^ that tha Piognoatiea- 
tbma of Judicial Astrology^ are ao ii\{ttdidoiialy regarded 
by multitttdea among us ; and altho' the Jugling ilsfivlo^sri 
do acaioe ever hit rights ezeept it be in such Weighty 
Judgments^ forsooth, as that many Old men will die aueh 
a jrear, and that there will be many Loeees felt by some 
that venture to Sea, and that there will be much Lying and 
Cheating in Uie World ; yet their foolish Admirers will not 
be perswaded but that the Innocent Stars have been eon- 
cem'd in these Events. It is a disgrace to the English 
Nation, that the Pamphlets of such idle, futil, trifling ^for- 
gaters are so much cunsMered; and the Countenance 
hereby given to a Study, wherein at bst, all is done by 
Impulse, if any thing be done to any purpose at all, is not 
a little perillous to the SouU of Men. It is (a Science, I 
dare not call it, but) a Juggle, whereof the learned HaU 
well says. It is presumptuous and umcarrantable, and 
erifd ever doten by Councils and Fathers^ as unlawful, as 
that which lies in the mid-icay between Magiek <md Im- 
posture, and partakes not a little of both. Men consult 
the Aspects of Planets, whose Northern or Southern motions 
receive denominations from a Ccelestiat Dragon, till the 
Infernal Dragon at length insinuate into them, with a 
liison of Witeheraft that can't be cured. Uaa there not 
also been a world of discontent in our Borderat Tis no 
wonder, that tlie /fery Serpents are ao Stinging of us ; We 
have been a most ilurmunng Oeneraticn. It is not Irm- 
tional, to ascribe the late Stupendious growth of Witches 
among us, partly to the bitter discontents which AflSiction 
and Poverty haa fill'd us with : it is ineonceivablei what 
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idvinti«6tiieI)evagwiiiOV«fmen,bjcl<M0irf«irf. Mof©- 
o w. thtt Sin of VfMitf may be wckoned m P* A^**J* 
chief OritM of our Land. We are tdd, flW 9weani^ 

lmtthi^I»a/tt«I>«^«>meii»iito«ftmtnimrfft/ Never 
were the offers of the (7a«W, more fieely tendered, or more 
beaely despised, among any People under the whole Cope 
of Heaven, than in this N.E. Seemsit at aU marvellous 
unto us. that the DevU should get such fooUng m our 
Country t Why, 'tis because the Saviour has been slighted 
here, perhaps more than any where, Tlie Blessed Loid 
Jestt« ChriHt has been profering to us, Grace, aiul Olaiy, 
and every good thing, and been alluring of us to Accept of 
Hiiu wiih Huch Trrms as these, Umlone Sinner, I am All ; 
AH thou ivilling thai I shouhl be thy All / But, as a proof 
of tliat Contempt which this Unbelief has cast upon these 
proffers, I would seriously ask of the so many Uundrods 
above a Thousand People within these Walls; which of you 
aU, O how few of you, can indeed say, Christ i$ mine, and 
I am hiM, and he is the Beloved of my Soul t I would only 
ny thus much : When the precious and glorious Jesus, is 
Entr.4itiiiK of us to Receive Him, in all Uis Offleee, with 
aU His UeneJUe ; the Devil minds what Respect we pay 
linto tJiat Heavenly Lord ; if we Ite/use Him that tpeake 
from Heaven, then he that, Comes fivm Hell, does with a 
•ort of claim set in, and cry out, Lonl, since this vsretch is 
not tnllinfj that thou shouldst have him, I piny, let me 
have him. And thus, by the just vengoanco of Heaven, 
the Devil becomes a Master, a Ptince, a God, unto the 
tutserablo Unbelievers : but O what are many of them then 



Ininfedimto! AUof theeeSvilThuiBsdoIiiowaitbetoie 
you, as ArtMctei with the Mark of (he Devil upon them. 
V. With OmtfAflj^d; with OiMf/W^diould we Ley 
to Heart the Condition of thoee,who are east into Affliotion, 
by the Greai Wrath of the DeviL There is a Number of 
our good Neighbour^ and some of them very partieulariy 
noted for Goodness and Vertue, of whom we may say, 
Lord, they are vexed with Devils. Their Tortures being 
primarily Inflicted on their Spirits^ may indeed cause the 
Impressions thereof upon their Bodies to be the less Du* 
rabU, tho' rather the more Sensible: but they Endure 
Horrible Things, and many have been actually Murdered. 
Hani Censures now bestow*d upcm these poor Suffeiers, 
cannot but be very Displeasing unto our Lord, who^ as He 
said, about some tliat had been Butchered by a Pilate, in 
Luc. IS. 2, S. Think ye that these were Sinners above 
others, berause they suffered such Things t I tell you No, 
But except ye Repent, ye shall all likewise Perish : Even 
BO, he now says, ITiink ys that they who now suffer by the 
Devil, have been greater Sinners than their Neiifiibours t 
No, Do you Repent of your oten Sins Lest the Devil come 
to fall foul of yoM, as he has done to thetn. And if this be 
so, How Bash a thing would it be, if such of the poor 
Sufferers, ss carry it with a Becoming Piety, Seriousness, 
and Humiliation under their present Suffering, should he 
uigustly Censured; or have their veiy Calamity imputed 
unto them as a Crifne f It is an easie thing, for us to fsll 
into the Fsult of. Adding Afflictiim to the Afflicted, and of. 
Talking to the Grief of those that are already woundeil. 
Nor can it be wisdom to slight the Dangers of such a Fault. 
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In the metn time, We have no Boweb in ui^ if we do not 
Compeieionate the Distreeeed County of E$im£^ now oiying 
to all theae Cdoniesi Have pity cnme^Oye my Frimuh^ 
HampUy on me, for the Hand of the Lard ha$ Tonehed 
titf, and the Wrath of the Devil ha$ been therewithal turned 
upon me. But indeed, if an hearty jdty be due to any, I 
am sttie, the Difficulties which attend our Honoumble 
Jmhjee^ do demand no Inconsiderable share in that Pity. 
AVhat a Difficult, what an Arduous Task, haye those Worthy 
Personages now upon their Hands t To carry the Knife so 
exactly, that on the one side, there may be no Innocent 
Blood Shed, by too unseeing a Zeai for the Childi^en of 
Jttioel ; and that on the other side, there may be no Shelter 
given to those Diabolical Works of Darknees^ without the 
Kemoval whereof wo never shall have Peace; or to those 
Furie$ whereof several have kilFd more people perhaps 
than would serve to make a Village: Hie Lahar^ Hoc Opue 
Ci^t/ wliat need have we, to be concerned, that the Sins 
of our h^ael^ may not provoke the God of Heaven to leave 
his Davide, unto a wrong Step^ in a mailer of such Conse- 
quence, as is now before them i Our Disingenuous, Un* 
cliarilable. Unchristian Reproaching of such Faithful Men, 
after all. The Pmyer$ and Supplicationet with etrowj 
Oryiny ami Tiar$^ with which we are daily plying the 
Throne of Grace, that they may be kept, from what Ihey 
Feai\ is none of the way for our preventing of what We 
Fear. Nor all this while, ought our Pity to foiget such 
Aeruteil ones, as call for indeed our most Compassionate 
Pity^ till there be fuller Evidences that they are less worthy 
of it If Satan liave any where maliciously brought upon 
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the iSteps^ those that have hitherto had a jueC; W good ^ 
stook of B^wtation, for their just and good U Vlitj^ jiucong 
us; U the £MOm have obtained a permission to ^mdor 
in the Figure of such as we have cause to think,*oax^.* 
hitherto Abatained^ even from the Appearance of JB^j'vV 
It is in Truth, such an Invasion upon Mankind^ as may*'***: 
well Raise an Horror in us all : But^ O wliat Compassions *• 
are due to such as may come under such Misrepresentations, 
of the Oreat Aceueer f Who of usean say, what may be 
shewn in the Glaeeee of the Great Lying Spirit t Altho' 
the Ueudl Providence of God [we praise Him!] keeps us 
from such a Mishap ; yet where have we an Abeolute Pro- 
mise, that we shall every one always be kept from it t As 
long as Charity is bound to Think no EM, it will not Hurt 
us that are PrivaU Pereone, to forbear the Judgment which 
belongs not unto us. Let it rather be our Wish, May the 
Lord help them to Learn the Leaone, for which they are 
now put unto so hard a School. 

VI. Willi a Oreat Zeal, we sliould hy hold on the (y 
Covenant of God, that we may secure Ui and Cure, from 
the Urtat math, with which the DevH Rages. I^t us 
come into the Covenaid of Grace, and then we shall not be 
hook'd into a Covenant with the Devil, nor be altogetlier 
unfurnished with Armour, against the Witches that are 
in that Covenant. Tlie wsy to come under the Saving 
Influences of tlie New Covenaiif, is, to close with the Lord 
Jesus Christy who is tlie All-sufficient Mediator ot it : Let 
us therefore do, that, by Reaiguing up our selves unto tlie 
Saving, Teaching, and Ruling Hands of this Blessed Me- 
diator. Tlien wo sliall bo, what we read in Jude 1. Pi^ 
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nervMi «i:/3|Hk/ /mw / That ii, at the Dmtn^ffkig Anget^ 
could Adtiaeddle with such at had been dittinguithed, by 
tl{o3kK>d[ of the Paueover on their Houaee : Thus the Blood 
of Ifie Loid Jeeus Christi Sprinkled on our Souli| will 
'Titiervt iia tcom the DeyiL The Bird$ of pny (and in- 
(deed the Devil$ moet literally in the ehape of great BirdM I) 
are flying about. Would we find a Corert from these VuU 
fwr€$ f Let us then Hear our Lord Jesus from Heaven 
Clooquinguntousi O that y<m would be gathti^ under my 
mnge I Well ; When this is done, Then let us own the 
CoveMmi^ which we are now oome into, by joining our 
selves to a particular Churchy walking in the Order of the 
Gospel ; at the doing whereof, according to that Cmmuxni 
of Ood, We give up Our selves unto the Lord, and in Him 
unto One Another. While others have had their Names 
Entred in the Devile Bock ; let our Names be found in the 
Chwfli Book^ and let us be Written amcmj the Living in 
Jeruisalem. By no means let, Church Work sink and fail 
in the midst of us; but let the Tragical Accidents which 
now happen, exceedingly Quicken that work.- So many of 
the JKsing Generation, utterly foigetting the Errand of 
our Fathers to build Churdies in this Wilderness, and so 
many of our Cottages being allow'd to Live, where they 
do not^and perhaps cannot^ wait ui^onGod with theChurches 
of His People ; 'tis as likely as any one thing to procure 
the swarmings of Witch crafle among us. But it becomes 
us, with a like Ardour, to bring our poor Children with 
us, as we shall do, when we come ourselves, into the Cove- 
nant of GotL It would break an heart of Stone, to have 
seen, what I have ktely seen ; Even poor Children of 






THE JNVISIBLK WQBlsD. 



lOS 



several Ages, even from' seven to twenty, moM or less^ 
Oot^/tmint their Familiarity with Devils; bat at the same 
time^ in Doleful bitter Lamentation^ that made a little 
Pourtiaitttre of Helt it self; Expostulating with their ex- 
eeiaUe Parents^ for Devoting them to the Devil in their 
InfancyitndsoJSnlot/uvof DevillismuponthemI Now, 
as the Psalmist eould say, Mg Zeal hath eoneumed me^ 
beeaurn my Enemies have forgotten thy words : Even so^ 
let the Nefarious wickedness of those that have Explicitly 
dedicated their Children to the Devil, even with Devilish 
Symbols, of such a Dedication, Provoke our Zeal to have 
our Cliildren, Sincerely, Signally, and openly Consecrated 
unto Oud ; with an Kdueation afterwards assuring and 
eonftnning that Consecration. 

VJL Let our Prayer go up with great FaiUi, against 
tlie Devil, that comes down in great Wrath. Such is the 
Antijiathy of the Devil to our Prayer, that he cannot bear 
to stay long where much of it is : Indeed it is Diaboli 
Flagellum, as well as Miserue Bemedinm ; the Devil will 
soon be scourg'd out of the Lord's Temple, by a fHUp, 
made and used, with the eJMual fervent Prayer of Righ- 
teous Men. When the Devil by Afllictiug of us, drives us 
to our Prayers, he is The Fool waking a Whip for his 
own Back. Our Lord said of tlie DevU in Matt. 17. 31. 
This Kind goes not out, but by Prayer and Fasting. But 
Praysi' and Fasting will soon make the Devil be gone. 
Hero are Ohanns indeed f Sacred and Blessed Charms, 
which the Devil cannot stand before. A Promise of God, 
being well managed in the Hantls of them that are much 
upon their Knees, will so resist the Devil, that he will 
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Flm ftom iM. At every oilier Weepon the Devils will be 
too hard for us; the Bpirttuai H^ickednei$e$ in High 
Planter Imve manifestly tlie Upper hand of us ; that OUL 
Serpent will bo too old forus, tooeunning, too subtil ; they 
will soon ouiwiiviBfit we think to Enoounter tlieni with 
any Wii of our own. But when wo come to Atiysin^ In- 
cessant and Vehement Prayen bef«>re the Lord, there we 
shall be too hard for them. When w^li-directed Pix^yer^^ 
that great Artillery of Heaven, are brought into the Field, 
There methinks I see, There ai^ theM fvorkere oj IniijuUy 
fdUen^ all of them I And who can tell, how much the most 
Oherure Christian among you all, may do towards the 
Deliverance of our Land from the Molestations which the 
Devil is now giving to us. I have Read, That on a day of 
Pmyer kept by some good People for and with a Possessed 
Person, tlie Devil at last flew out of the Window, and 
referring to a Devout, plain, mean Woman then in the 
Room, he cry'd out, the Woman behind the Door I *Tie 
that Woman tliat forcei we away I Thus the devil that 
now troubles us, may be forced within a while to forsake 
us ; and it sliall be said. He woe driven aimy by tlie 
Prayers of ionie Obscure and Jteiired Souls^ which the 
World has taken bid little notice oft Tlie Great Ood is 
about a Otrai Work at this day among us : Now, there is 
extrcam Hazard, lest the Devil by Compulsion must submit 
to that Oreat Work^ may also by Permission^ come to 
Confound that ff^ork; both in the Detections of some, and 
in the Confessions of others, whose Ungodly deeds may be 
brought forth, by a Oreat Work of God ; tliere is great 
Hazard lest the Devil intertwist some of his Delusions. 
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Tm Paatsr, I say» *iis Pratib, that must canj os well 
through the strange things that are now upon us. Only 
that Prayer must then be the Prayer of Faith : where 
is our Faith in him. Who hath spoiled these PrineipalUies 
and Powers^ on his Oross^ Triumphing over them t 

VIIL Lastly, Shake ofl; every SoiU, shake off the har^l ^ 
Teak of the Devil. Whero 'tis said, '/As whoU World 
lyes in Wickedness; 'tis by some of the Ancients rondrod, 
The whole World lyce in the Devil. The Devil is a Prince, 
yea, tlie Devil is a God unto all the Unregenerate ; and 
aks, there is A whole Wotld of thetn. Desolate Sinners, 
consider wiiat an horrid Lord it is that you are Enslaved 
unto ; and Oh shake off your Slavery to such a Lord. In- 
stead of Aim, now make your Choice of Uie Eternal God 
in Jesus Christ ; Chuse him with a most unalterable Re- 
solution, and unto him say, with I%omas^ My Lor^l^ ami 
my Ood I Say with the Church, Lonl, other lards have 
had the Dominion over us, but now thon alone shall be our 
Lonl/or ever. Tlieu inntead of your Perishing under the 
wrath of the Devils, God will fetch you to a place among 
those that fill up tlie Room of the Devils, left by their Fall 
from the Ethereal Regions. It was a most awful Speech 
made by the Devil, Possessing a young Woman, at a 
Village in Oermany, By the command of Ood, J am come 
to torment the Body of this young Woman, tho I cannoi 
hurt her Soul; ami it is that I may warn Men, to take 
heed of sinning against Ood. Indeed (said he) ^tis very 
eore against my will that I doit; but the command of 
Ood forces me to declare what I do; hoieever I know (hat 
at the Last Day, I shall havs tnore Souls than Ood himedf. 
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So spoke that hprriblo Deril ! Bat that ncme of our 
Soula may be found among the Priiee of the DeWl, in the 
Day of God i tliat what the Devil has been fofced to 
declare, of his Kingdom among us, may piejadiee our 
Hearts against him for ever I 

My Text says^ The Deeil u come danm in great Wraik^ 
for he hoM but a shoti tvne. Yeai but if you do not by a 
speedy and through conversion to God, escape the Wrath 
of the Devil, you will your selves go down, where the Devil 
is to be, and you will there be swoltring under the Devils 
Wrath, not for a ehort TtW, but» World leiihoui end; not 
for a Short Time^ but for JnAtUie MUlione of Agee. The 
smoak of your Torment under that Wrath, will Aecend for 
ever and ever / Indeed, the Devil's time for his Wrath 
upon you in this World, can be but short, but his time for 
you to do his Work, or, which is all one, to delay your 
turning to God, that is a Long Time. When the Devil 
was going to be Disjiosfiessed of a Man, he Roar'd out. Am 
I to be Toiinenicd before my time t You will Torment 
the Devil, if you Rescue your Souls out of his hands, by 
true Repentance : If once you begin to look that way, hell 
Cry out, this ie before my Time^ I must have more Time 
yet in the Service of eurh a guilty Soul. But, I beseech 
you, let us join thus to torment the Devil, in an holy 
Revenge u)K>n him, for all the Injuries which he has done 
unto us ; Let us toll him, Satan^ thy time uith vie ie but 
tJiortf A*a|f, thy time mth me shall be no mere; I am 
unutterably sorry tliat it has been so much : Depart from 
me thou Kvil Doei\ that thou would*st have me to be an Evil 
Doer like thy self; 1 mil note for ever keep the Command- 
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mmt$ &f fhat Oed, in whom I Uve ernd Move, md hoM 
myBring/ The DevU has plaid a fine Game fot himself 
faideed. if by his troubling of ottf Land, the Soda of many 
People shouMeome to think upon their ways, tfUeventher 
ium (heir Feet into (he TesHmameeof the Lard. Now 
that the Devil may be thusoutshotin his own Bow, is the 
dssiro of aU that tove the Salvation of God among us, as 

well as of him who has thus Addressed you. Amen. 

HAVING thus discoursed on the Wonders of the Inr j 
** wWWelForM, I shall now, with God's help, go on to 
relate some Remarkable and Memorable Instances of 
IToiicIerf which that IKorW has given to ourselves. And 
altho the chief Entertainment which my Readen do expect, 
and shall receive, wUl be a true History of what haa^ 
occurred, respecting the WiroHoaAfxa wherawlth we ara 
at this day Persecuted; yet I shall choose to usher in the 
mention of those things, with 

A NARRATIVE OP AN APPARITION WmCH 

A QBNTLUfAN IN B0ST05, UAD OF HI8 BBOTHUI, 
JUBT THKN MURTHBMD III U>HDON. 

TT was on the Second of May in the Tear 1687, that a 
^ moat ingenious, accomplished and well-disposed Gen- 
Ueman, Mr. Joeeph Beacon, by Name, about Five a Clock 
in the Morning, as he lay, whether Sleeping or Waking 
he could not say, (but judged the Utter of them) had a^ 
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Tiew of his Biolher thou at iMdon, tltho h« wis now 
himself at Our Bo$lcn^ distanced from him a thousand 
Leagues. This his hrotlier appeared unto him, in the 
Morning about Five a Clock at Boston^ having on him a 
Bemfol Gown, which he usually wore, with a Napkin tyed 
.about his Head ; his Countenance was very Pde, Qastly, 
Beadly, and he hod a bloody wound on one side of his 
Fore-head. -B/xrfW / says the AflWghtod /osepA. Brother/ 
Answered the AppariUon. Said Joseph, Whai's the maiter. 
Broiker t Now came you hei^ I Hie Apparition replied, 
Broiher^ I have been mod barbaroudy and if^urioudy 
Buivh'retl, by a IMtauched Drufiken Fellow, to whom I 
never did any tvivmj in my Life. Whereupon he gave a 
liarticular Description of tlie Murderer: adding, BrutJier, 
Ihii Fellow chanfjimj hit Name, ie attempting to come over 
-X unto Now-Eiigland, iVi Foy, or Wild; / would pray you 
} on thefii^ Arrival of either o/thene, to yet wi Older ftvm 
the Governor, to Seize the Pei^eon, tchom I hate now de* 
ecrifjed; ami then do you Lidiet him for the Munler of 
me your Bivther : til stafui by you and ptwe the Indict- 
ment. And so he Vanished. Mr. Beat^on was extrcanily 
astonished at what ho had seen and hoar'd; and the People 
of the Family not only oljserved an extraoidiuary Alteration 
npon him, for the Week following, but have also given me 
under their Hands a fuU Testimony, that ho then gave 
them an Account of this Api>aritiou. 

All this while, Mr. Beacon had no advice of any tiling 
amiss attending his Brother then wxEmjloful; but about the 
latter end of June following, he understood by the common 
ways of Communication, that the April Wore, his BroUier 



going in haste by Night to call a Ccaeh for a Lady, met 
a fallow then in Drink, with his Itazy in his hand: Some 
way or other the Felbw thought himself Aifkonled wiilr 
the hasty passage of this^fieocon, and immediately mn into 
Uie Fire-side of a Neighbouring Tavern, from whence ho 
fetdi'd out a Fire-fork, wherewith he grievously wounded 
Beacon in the Skull ; even in that very part where the 
Apparition showed his Wound. Of this Wound he Lan- 
guished until ho Dyed on the Second of May, about five 
of tlie Clock in the Morning at London. The Murderer 
it seems was endeavouring to Escape, as the Apparition 
aHinuM, but the Friends of the deceased Beacon, Seised 
him ; and Prosecuting him at Law, he found the help of f 
such Friends as brought him oiT without the loss of his 
Life ; since which there has no more been heard of tho 
Business. 

This Ubtory I received of Mr. /oiCjiA^eaeoii himself; 
who a little before his own IMous and hopeful Death, which 
foUow'd not long after, gave me the Story written and 
signed with Ids own Hand, and attested with the Circum- 
stances I liave already mentioned. 

DUT I sliall no longer detain my Header from his 
expected Entertainment, in a brief account of the 
Tryals which have passed upon some of the Malefactors 
lately Executed eXSalem, for the Witchavfte whereof they ^ 
stood Convicted. For my own {lart, I was not present ^\^^ 
any of them ; nor ever had I any Personal prtijudice at the 
Persons thus brought upon the Stage; much less at tho 
Surviving Uelations of those Persons, with and for whom 
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I would b« M hewty ftlfoumer m any Man living in the 
World: Th» Lord Oon^finiikem f But htTing KcoiTed a 
ConunaiMl w to do^ I ean do no other then shortly relate 
the chief Matttn of Fad, whioh oocorr'd in the Tiyals of 
eome thet were Executed, in an Abridgment Collected out 
of the Court'Plapen on this occasion put into my hands. 
You are to take the Truih, just as it was ; and the Trutli 
will hurt no good Man. There might have been more of 
these, if my Book would not thereby have swollen too big ; 
and if some other worthy hands did not perhaps intend 
something further in these CoUeetimu; for which cause 
I have only singled out Four or Five, which may serve to 
illustmtc Uie way of Dealing, wherein Witeheraftt use to 
be concerned ; and I report matters not as an Advoeafe, 
but as an Hitiorian. 

Thoy were some of the Gracious Words insoi-ted in the 
Advice, which many of the Neighbouring Ministers^ did 
this Summer humbly by before our Honorable Judges, 
We eamwt but with all thauk/ulncM, aeknotcledye the 
tmretm tehirh the Heivi/ul God hw 4jivm unto the Seduiotu 
Olid A»nduoiu eitdeavoun of Our JJottoumbh Bulet-g, to 
detect the abotuinable Witehen^fte tchieh hare been com- 
milted iu the Cuutdty; Humbly Pt-ajfiiuj, thai the discovery 
of thooe myMerioue and mieehieeoua wiekedwgees, wtay be 
Pei-feded. If iu the midst of the many DisRatisfactiou« 
among us, the Publication of these Tryals may promote 
such a Pious Tliaiikfulness unto God, for .Justice being so 
far executed among us, I shaU Rejoice that God is Glori- 
fied, and proy, that no wrong stops of ours may ever sully 
any of \m Glorious Works. But wo will b<^in with. 
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r^mn, east some light upon the Dark ^J^"!.^ 
* j-!L«. M we lust fiive a glance upon the /Obs thn9g$ 
JS^m^t^' ^emayseethelKildkaj^ 
t^^CSy re-nnble the ^^^^^'f*^l^'^ 
^j le«n what sort of DeviU do t«»«bto «»• World. 

The Venerable Barief very truly says. J^^T^ 

^;:eTnttr iSIItSlrunU about a T.^ 
/n^S is of what was l»fo.e him, and it ran on this 
IT iSlniJ iT <!. Year 1C82.] And it is he^ the 
Xr Sentiol. beca«*»it wasa Trjal, much considered 
bv (he fudges of New-Kwjlaml 
JbI Cunender and Amy Duny, were "JJ «»"» J^* 

SS^ Pary. And the Evidence whereon ^•l^ 
?^ \ZLa uDon diver* particular CiroumsUnces. 
^r^t^Z^n ChZlter. and SU^h P^cy, 
JL aZ^^ into the Hall, to give Instruction. for tije 
:^^8i:^iUsof Indictments. the, fcUint^J^^^ 
TfclNit FiH w that they were unable to gtve in the.r 
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Depotitiaiiflb not onlj theoi bat abo during th« wh^ 
AMiiea. WUUam Dwnnt being an Infant, bis Motb/ 
Bworoi That Amy Duny looking after her C liild one D» 
in her abeence, did at her return confeasi that i»he had (fir 
iuck to the Chad: (tho' she were an Old WonuE'. 
Whereat^ when DurefU expreaaed her dlapk .^jJt^ Djr ' 
went away with Diacon tents and Menaces. 

The Might after, the Child fell into strnngo and m/' 
wherein it continued for Divers Weeks, Owf ^ 
Jaeolf advised her to hang up the Childs BlaJ*k«^t th 
Chimney Comer all Day, and at Night, when she 
put the Child into it, if she found any Thing in it t V 
Uirow it without fear into the Fire. Accordin^'^y , at t 
there fell a great Toad out of the Blanket, whii-^* '^^* 
and down the Hearth. A Boy catch't it, and lield -^^ 
Fire with the Tongs : where it made an hurriU' j 
and FloMh'd like to Uun-Powder, with a report V . ^^"^ 
a Pistol : Whereupon the Toad was no more' ^^i^i 

The next Duy a Kinswoman of Duny't told iUi ery 

that her Aunt was all grievously scoroh'd with -^ * *^ 
and the Deponent going to her House, found ' ^ or 
a Condition. Duny told her, she might tlianlc * ^ ^y^t 
but slie should live to see some of lier Cliildrei**^ Ifame 
herself upon Crutches. But after the Burning '^^ ^ the 
this Child Recovered. ik riyhi 

This Deponent furtlier Testified, That' Cry out^ 
Elizabeth^ being about the Age of Ten Yes. '^ they 
in like manner, as her first Child was, a*- ^'"^ nppeariw/ 
complained much of Amy Duny^ and saic ^^ they 
appear to Her, and afflict her in such mannei 'twr*» iNom 
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JUS Day she found Amy Dmy in her Hoasa» and thruat- 

^Qg her out of Doors, Dwnfy said, Fm need mt b4$oAnyry^ 

VMf ahitd wm't Uve hmg. And within three Days the 

Thild Died. The Deponent added, that she waa Her self, 

ot long after taken with aoeh a Lameness, in both her 

tgi^ that she was forced to go upon Crutches; and she 

; now in Court upon Uiem. [It waa Remarkable, that 

/^diately upon the Juries bringing in Duny Guilty, 

/ was restored unto the use of her Limbs, and went 

without her Crutchea.] 

; As for ElizaMh and Deborah Pary^ one Aged 

a Years tlie other Nine ; the Klder, being in Court, 

ade utterly senseless, during all the time of the Trial : 

^ast speechless. By the direction of the Judg, Dttny 

/ately brought to Elizabdh Paeyp and she touched 

nd : whereupon tlie Child, without so much as 

^ suddenly leap'd up and flew upon the Prisoner ; 

r was too ill, to be brought unto the Assises. 

3l Pacy, their Father, testified, that his.Daughtor 

was taken with a sudden Lameness ; and upon 

ing of Amy Duny^ for being denied something. 

Child was then sitting; the Child waa taken with 

a pain in her stomacli, like the pricking of Pins; 

ng at a dreadful manner, like a Whelps rather^ 

iiud Creature. The Physicians oould not con* 

f^ , . ie of the Distemper ; but Amy Duny, being 

.^^ il Fame, and the Child in Fits crying out 

J *' as afTrighting her with the Apparition of 

Bal^^ Deponent suspected her, and procured her 

I stocks. While she waa there^ she said in 
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the hearing of Two WitneMMi Mr. Vufj hetp$ a grmi 
dir abo^t ht$ OhiUt^ hU Ut him itoy Hit h$ ha$ done «• 
mueh by his ChUdrtn, a$ I Katm done by uiim : And 
being Asked, Whet ehe hed done to her Childien, ehe 
Anewered, S^ had bem fcdn to cpon her Ohilds Mouih 
with a Tap to give ii Victuals. The Deponent added, that 
within Two Deya, the Fits of hie Daughters were suoh, 
that Uiey could not preserve either Life or Breath, without/ 
the help of a Tap. And that the Children Ciy'd out of 
4fMy Duny^ and of Hose Cidlender^ as afflicting themw^ 
their Apparitions. S 

JV. Tlie Fitd id the Children were variolic. Th^«* 
would Momctimcs be Lame on one side ; sometimes on 
t'other. Sometimes very sore ; sometimes restored uat*» 
their Limbs, and then I>oaf, or Blind, or Dumb, for a ^ 
while togetlior. Upon the Recovery of their Speech, thejr 
would Cough extroamly ; and with much Flegm, they woui. 
bring up Crooked Pius; and one time, a Two-penny 2(J 
with a very broad Head. Commonly at the end of e^ * 
Fit, they would cast up a Pin. When the Children B» 
they could not j^roiiouiice the name of Lottl^ or Jetfj* 
Chrintf but would fall into Fits ; and say, Amy Dun)/ 
/ muii not me that Name. When they came to the \ 
of iSn/d/i, or Z)((^i7, they would clap their Fingers ^^j 
Book, crying out, This biieSt '^ H makes me spea 
t^l / The Children in their Fits would often 
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There damls Amy Duny, or Sose Cullender ;\^^\xti* 
would afterwards relate, TluU these Witches »%,f. Jf 
M/o»*e thenit th^-eatned them^ thai if they tolq . 
Miw or heanff they tvould Torment them ten % 
/han ever they dui 1te/oi*e. 
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V. Mwvard Arnold, the sister of Mr. Piaoy. Testified 
unto the like Sufferings being upon the Children, at her 
Housei idiither her Brother hod Bemored them* And, 
that sometimes^ the Children (only) would see things like 
Mice, run about the House ; and one of them eoddenly 
snap*d one with the Tongs, and threw it into the Fire, 
where it screeched out like a Rot At another time, a 
thing like a Bee, flew at the Face of the younger Child ; 
the Child fell into a Fit ; and at Ust Vomited up a Two- 
penny Nail with a Brood Hood ; affirming, Thai the Bee 
brouijht this Nail^ ami /orcetl it into her Mouih. The 
Child would in like manner be assaulted with FUes^ which 
brought Crooked Pins unto her, and made her first swallow 
them, and then Vomit them. She one Day caught an In- 
visible Mouse^ and throwing it into the Tire, it Flash'dlike 
to Gun-Powder. None besides the Cliild saw the iftfn^, 
but every one saw the Flash. She also declared, out of 
her Fits, that in them/ Amy Duny much tempted her to 
destroy herself. 

VI. As for Ann Durent^ her Father Testified, That 
upon a Discontent of Bose Oullemler^ his Daughter was 
tdken with much Illness in her Stomach and great and sore 
Pains, Kke the Pricking of Pins : and then Swooning Fits 
from which Recovering, she declared. She had seen the 
Apparition of Rose Cullender, Threaining to Tortnent her. 
She likewise Vomited up diverse Pins. The Maid was 
Present at Court, but when Cullender looked upon her, she 
fell into such Fits, as made her utterly unable to declare 
any thing. 

Ann Baldwin deposed the same. 

i3 
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Vll. Jane Boekinff.im too wuk to bo «k the A«im. 
Bttk her MoUier TesiiB'd, that her Daughter having for. 
meriy been Afflicted with Swooning Fits, and BeooTered 
of them ; was now token with a great Pain in her Stomach ; 
and New Swooning Fits. That she took little Food, hot 
erery Day Vomited Ciooked Pins. In her first Fits, she 
would Extend her ArmSi and use Postures, as if she catched 
at something, and when her Clutehetl Hands wore forced 
uiieu, they would find several Pins diversely Crooked, un- 
accountably lodged there. She would also maintain a 
dinoourse with some that weie Invisibly present, when 
casting abroad her Arms, she would often say, / triU not 
hatt it I but at last say, Th^n I mil have U; and closing her 
Iland, which when they presently after opened, a Lath-Kail 
was found in it But her great Compkints were of being 
Visitod by tlie shapes of Amy Uuny and ifoM CuUmdcr. 
VIIL As for Sman Ohoffdler, her Mother Testified, 
Tliat being at the search of /Zone OuUentht\ they found on 
her Belly a tiling like a Teat, of an inch long ; which the 
^ifi Bote ascribed to a strain. But near her Privy-|)arts, 
tliey found Tliree more, that were smaller than the former. 
At the end of the long Teat, there was a little Hole, which 
apiiearetl, as if newly Sucked ; and upon stmining it, a 
white Milky matter issued out The Deponent further said, 
Tliat her Daughter being one Day concerned at J?ois Cb/* 
le9uler$ taking her by the Hand, she fell very sick, and at 
Night cry'd out, nai Rose Cullender wofthl catne to Bed 
utUo her. Her FiU grew violent, and in the Intervals of 
Ihem, she dechred, lliat $he sais' Rose Cullender tn th^n, 
anil oHce haviny of a gi^etU Dog with her. She also 
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Vomited np Crooked Pins : and when ahe was bfooi^l into 
Courts she fell into her Fits. She Beeoveied her self in 
some Time^ and was asked by the Coorti idiether she was 
in a Condition to take an Oalh, and give Evidence. She 
said, she could; but having been Sworn, she fell into her 
1 Fito again, and, Bum her/ Bumherl were all the woids 

{ f that sheconld obtain power to speak. Her Father like* 
wise gave the same Testimony with her Mother ; as to all 
but the Search. 

/X Here was the Sum of the Evidence : Which Mr. 
Seijeant Keelinfj^ thought not sufficient to Convict the 
Prisoners. For admitting the Children were Bewitobed, 
yet, said ho, it can never be Apply'd unto the Prisouersi 
upon the- Imagination only of the Pteties Afflicted ; inas- 
much as no person whatsoever could then be in Safety. 

Dr. Brown a very Learn e d Person then present, gave 
his Opinion, that these Persons were Bewitched, He 
added. That in Denmark^ there had been lately a great Dis- 
covery of Witehes; who used the verysame way of Afflicting 
people, by Conveying Pins and Nails into them. His 
Opinion was, that the Devil in Witehcrafts, did Work upon 
the Bodies of Men and Women, Ufion a Naiural Founda- 
tion ; and that he did Extraordinarily afilict them, with 
auch Distempers as their Bodies were most sul^ject unta 
X The ^periment about the U$t^yinet$^ yea, or Law* 
fidne»e whereof Good Men have sometimes disputed, was 
divers Times made. That tho' the Afflicted were utterly 
deprived of all sense in their Fits, yet upon the Touch of 
the Accused, they would so screech out, and fly up, as not 
upon any other iiersons. And yet it was also found that 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



T 



> ii 



It! 



•!'! 



118 



TEX WONDKRa OF 



J/ 



oaoe upon the touch of an imioceiit pMMm, the like effect 
followed which put the whole Court unto a stand : altho' 
a MnaUReaeonwaa at length attempted to he given for it 
XL However, to strengthen the Credit of what had hoen 
already produced against the Prisoners, one John Boom 
Testified, That bringing home his Hay in Three Carts, one 
of the Carte wrenched the Window of Ro9e CuUmden 
House, whereupon she flew out, with violent Threatenings 
against the Deponent The other Two Carts, passed by 
Twice, Loaded, that Day afterwards ; but the Cart which 
touched CuHemlen House, was Twice or Tlirice that Day 
overturned. Having again Loaded it, as they brought it 
thro' the Gate which Leads out of the Field, the Cart 
stuck so fast in the Gates Head, that they could not possibly 
got it thro*, but were forced to cut down the Post of the 
Gate, to make the Cart pass tliro', altho' they could not 
Iierceive that the Cart did of either side touch the Gktte- 
Post They afterwards, did with much Difficulty get it 
home to the Yard ; but could not for their lives get the 
Cart near the place, whore they should unload. They were 
fain to unload at a great Distance ; and when they were 
Tired, the Noses of them tliat came to Assist them, would 
burst forth a Bleeding ; so they were fain to give over till 
next morning; and tlien they unloaded without any diffi- 
culty. 

XIL Robert Sheningham also Testified, That the Axle- 
Tree of his Cart, happening in passing, to break some part 
of Ro9e Cullenders House, in her Anger at it, she vehe- 
mently threatned him, Hitt Ho}te$ $houltl suffer for it. 
And within a short time, all his Four Horses dy'd ; after 
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whioh he sustained many other Loasea fai (ha sudden Dying 
of hia Cattle. He waa also taken with a Lameness in his 
Limba; and so vexed with Lice of an axtraoidinavj Num- 
ber and Bigness, that no Art could hinder the Swarming 
of them, till he burnt up two Suite of Apparel 

XIII. As for Amy Dmp, 'twaaTestifl'd by one Richard 
Spenter. that he heard her wky^ The Devil would notleiher 
Red ; unHl ehe were Revenged on the Wife of Cornelius 
Sandswel. And that Sandewd testiB'd that hte Poultry 
dy*d suddenly, upon Amy Dwnye threatningof them ; and 
that her Husbands Chimney fell, quickly after Duny had 
spoken of such a disaster. And a Firkin of Fish could not 
be kept from falling into the water, upon suspicious words 
of Dnnj^$. 

XIV. The Judg told the Jury, they were to inquire 
now, first, whether these Children were Bewitehed ; and 
secondly. Whether the Prisoners at the Bar were guilty of 
it He made no doubt, there were such Creatures as 
Witdies ; for the Scriptures affirmed it ; and the Wisdom 
of all Nations had provided Laws against such persons. 
He pmy'd the God of Heaven to direct their Hearte in the 
weighty thing they had in hand; for. To Condemn the 
Innocent, and let the guilty go free^ were both an Abomi- 
naiian to the Lord. 

The Jury in half an hour brou^t them in Guilty n^on 
theirsevetal Indictments, which were Nineteen in Number. 

Tlie Next Morning, the Children with their Parents, 
came to the Lodgings of the Lord Chief Justic^ and were 
in aa good health aa ever in their Lives ; behig Restored 
within half an Hour after the Witehea were Convioted. 
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The Witbbes waie Ezeeated ; and Oofi^emed mUiing; 
which indeed will not be wondred by them, who Coneider 
and Entertain the Judgment of a Jiidicioiia Writer, Thot 
the UnpardanabU Sit^ is nwd muattp Commuted by Pro* 
fe$$an of the Okridian RdigUm^ fattvig into Witchcraft. 

We will now proceed unto aereral of the like Tkyale 
among onr eelTee. 
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THE TRYAL OF G. R AT A COURT OF 

OYER AND TERMINER, 

HBLD IK balhi, 1692. 

^LAD should I have been, if I had never known the 
NaQ«e of this Man : or never had this occasion to 
mention so much as the first Letters of his Name. But 
the Oovemment requiring some Account of his Trial to be 
inserted in this Book, it becomes me with all Obedience to 
submit unto the Order. 

^L This O. A Was Indicted for Witch-craft, and in the 
prosecution of the Charge against him, he was Accused by 
fiYe or six of the Bewitched, as the Author of their Mise- 
ries ; he was Accused by Eight of the Cdnfessing Witches, 
as being an head Actor at some of their Hellisli Ran- 
dcsvouzes, and one who had the promise of boinff a King 
in Satan's Kingdom, now going to bo ErectedVHe was 
accused by Nino Persons for extraordinary Lifting, and 
such feats of Strength as could not be done without a 



r • 



\\{ 



TEX INVISIBLX WORLD. 



Itl 



DIaboUcal Assistanee, And for other such things he was 
Aeeueed, until about thirty Testimopies were brought in 
against him; nor were these judged the half of what might i 
have been considered for his Gonvietion : However they 
were enough to fix the Character of a H^teh upon him 
according to the Ruks of Reasoning, by the Judicious , 
Omie, in that Case directed. 

IL The Court being sensible, that the Testimonies of 
the F^urties Bewitched, use to have a Room among the 
S9Upiei4m$ or iVssMii^iMofis, Ivought in against one In- 
dicted for Witch-craft; there were now heard the Testi* 
monies of several Persons, who were most notoriously 
Bewitched, and every day Tortured by Invisible Hands, 
and these now all charged the Spectres of &. A. to have 
a share in their Torments. At the Examination of this 
O. B. the Bewitched People were grievously harrassed 
with Preternatural Mischiefs, which could not possibly be 
Dissembled ; and they still ascribed it unto the endeavours 
of O. B. to Kill them. And now upon the Tryal of one 
of the Bewitched Persons, testified, that in her Agonies, a 
little Uack Hair'd Man .came to her, saying his Name 
was B. and bidding her set her hand to a Book which he 
shewed unto her; and bragging that he was a Oa^jurar^ 
above the ordinary Rank of Witches; That he often Per- 
secuted her with the offer of that Book, saying, She should 
be wMf and nee'l fear nobotljf^ if she would but Sign it ; 
But he inflicted cruel Pains and Hurts upon her, because 
of her denying so to da The Testimonies of the other 
Sufferers concurred with these ; and it was remarkable, 
that whereas Biting was one of the ways which the Witches 
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«««»d ^w the vexiiig of the Suffeien; when tbejciy'dout 
of a. A Biting them, the print of the Teeth wonld be 
•WBontheRerfiof theCompkinewiMd iuetmiehnSet 
of Teeth .. O. B.', woold then .ppJi upoj theTwhS* 
JouW be dietingui-hed fiom the., of ^ other M^ 
Othew of them testified. That in their Torments G. B 

Sli*^-" ***.f ""i" ' &«:rament. unto which they' 
Paired h,m w.th . Sound of Tr.unpet. Summoning of 

from .11 QuartoN unto the Kemle.vou«.7^o„e of them 
Wbng mto a kind of Tmnce, afflmod. that Q. B. had 

SI^!J k" *T. "*".' ^"•y ^fi^ Mouniain, where he 
Aewed her mighty and glorious Kingdoms, and ..id. He 

21 fK^,'""*' ^'^ "*'* »««''/*«*' gioe; «,d w. 
^ «.e,^Motiomi; enduring of much Miseiy for that 

IItT "**• ^y*.' r •"^*'^ ^^'^ •' Tiouble, to hear 
theTe^timonie. of the SulTere™ ; for when tliey were goimr 

uklw^K^i^ D^POBitions, they would for a Lg tiiSe U 
taken wih J^m that made them uncapable ofTying any 
b?t^^;^'"^''"**8"'^«**»^«P""««'.whorZZ 

And he answered, ^e«yy««./tf«a,<;i,2>«,fl. That 
Honoumble W «,plied. ffo. ernes tke DevU ijt 

\\hichcMt him into very great Confusion. 
111. It has been a frequent thing for the Bewitched 

Murdered People, at the same time that the Spedre$ of 
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the Wi^ohea troaUa tliem. Tbeae Ghoala do always 
afUlght the Beholders more than all the other apeetral 
Bepreeentationa ; and when they exhibit theniael?eei they 
cry out, of being Murthered by thellVltch-erafU or other 
Violences of the Persons who are then in Spectre present 
Ut it further considered, that once or twicCi these AfpoH- 
ti(m$ hare been teen by otherti at the very same time they 
haTe shewn themselves to the Bewitched; and seldom have 
there been these AppaHHinu^ but when something unusual 
or suspected, have attended the Death of the Vuiy thus 
Appearing. Some that have been accused by these Appor 
riiioHB accosting of the Bewitched Peojde, who had never 
heard a word of any such Persons ever being in the World, 
have upon a fair Examination, freely and fully confessed 
the Murthers of those very Persons, altho* these also did 
^ot know how the Apparitions had complained of them. 
Accordingly several of the Bewitched, had given in their 
Testimony, that they had been troubled with the Appari- 
tions of two Women, who said, that they were O. BJ$ two 
Wives, and that ho had been the Death of them; and that 
the Bfagistrates must be told of it, before whom if B. upon 
his Tryal denied it, they did not know but that they should 
appear again in Court Now, O. B. had been Infamous for 
the Barbarous usage of his two late Wives^ all the Country 
over. Moreover, it was testified, the Spectre of O. B. 
thrcatning of the Sufferers, told them, he had Killed (be- 
sides others) Mrs. Lai0$OH and her Daughter ilnn. And 
it was noted, that these were the Yertuous Wife and 
Daughter of one at whom this 0. B. might have a preju- 
dice for his being serviceable atiSb/efii VUlagt^lwoL whence 
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liimiehf had in ill Terms removed tome Yean bef cm : And 
that when they dy'd, whieh waa long ainoei there were 
aome odd Cireomatancea about them, which made aome of 
the Attendenta there auapeet aomething of Witch-era3ft| 
tho none Imagined from what Quarter it ahonld come. • 
Well, a. B. being now npon his Tiyal, one of the Be- 
^tclied Pereona was oast into Horror at the Ghost of B*$ 
two Deceased Wives then appearing before him, and crying 
for Vengeance against him. Hereupon aeveral of the 
Bewitched Persons were successively called in, who all not 
knowing what the former had seen and said, coocurxed in 
their Horror of the Apparition, which they affirmed that 
he had before him. But he, tho much appalled, utterly 
deny'd that he discerned any thing of it ; nor was it any 
pert of his Oonvietiou. 

IV. Judicious Writers have assigned it a groat place in 

the Conviction of Wiiehes, when Ptrmnu are Itnjieached 

by othet noioiiaue Witches, to be as ill as themselves; 

espeeially.i/ the Persons Jiave been much noted for netjleding 

ihs Worship of Ood. Now, as there might have been 

Testimonies enough of G. B.'s Antipathy to Prayer, and 

the other Ordinances of Ood, tho by his Piofession, 

singulariy Obliged thereunto; so, there now came in 

against the Prisoner, the Testimonies of several Persons, 

who confessed their own having been horrible WUches, and 

ever since their Confessions, have been themselves terribly 

Tortured by the DeviU and other Witches, even like the 

•other Sufferers ; and therein undergone the Pains of many 

Deaths for their Confessions. 

These now testified, that G. B. had been at Witch- 
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meetings with them; and that he waa the PewNi who had 
Sedne'd, and CompeU'd them into the anaiea of Witch- 
craft : That he promiaed them fin€ Cloaihs for doing it; 
that he brought Poppeta to them, and Thoma to atick into 
• thoae Poppeta, for the AfiUcting of other People; and that 
he exhorted them with the roat of the Grew, to Bewitch 
all Salem Village, but beaure to do it Gradually, if they 
would prevail in what they did. 

^Vhen the LaneaAire IKi/ckea were Condemn'd, I don't 
remember that there waa any conaideraUe f urthorEvidence, 
than that of tho Bewitched, and than that of aome that 
confessed. We see so much already againat G. B. But 
thia being indeed not enough, there were other things to 
render what had been already produced eredibls. 

y. A famous Divine recites this among the Convictions 
of a Witch; The Testimony of the forty Bewiiched, 
^Aether Pinim/ or Dying; together Kith the Joint Oaths 
of suffleient Persons that have seen certain Prodigious 
Pranks or Fcais wrought by the Party Accussd. Now, 
God had been pleased ao to leave thia O. B. that he had 
ensnared himself by several Instances, which he had for- 
merly given of a Preternatural Strength, and which wore 
now produced against him. He was a very Puny Man, 
yet he had often done things beyond the strengUi of a 
Giant A Gun of about seven foot Barrel, and a'l heavy 
that atrong Men could not ateadily hold it out with both 
handa ; there were several Testimonies, given in by Per- 
aona of Credit and Honor that he made nothing of taking 
up auch a Gun behind tlie Lock, with but one hand, and 
holding it out like a Pistol, at Arms-end. O. B. in hia 
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Vindiealioii, was to fooUah at to iay^ That m Indian wa$ 
ihere^ ondhM U out at the $ame Him: Wheraaa none of 
the Spectators ever aaw any snoh Indian ; but th^ aap- 
poeed, the Black Man, (as the Witches call the Devil; and 
they generally fiay he resembles an Indian) might give 
him that Assistance. There was Evidence likewise brought 
in, that he made nothing of taking up whole Barrels fiU'd 
with Mdamd or Cider, in very disadvantageous Postures, 
and Carrying of them through the difficultest Places out of 
a Canoo to the Shore. 

Tea, there wore two Testimonieti, tliat O. B. witli only 
putting the Foi<e Finger of his Right Hand into the Muzzle 
of an heavy Gun, a Fowling-piece of about six or seven 
foot Barrel, ditl lift up the Gun, and hold it out at Arms- 
end ; a Gun which the Deponents thought strong Men 
could not with both hands lift up, and hold out at the But- 
end, as in usual. Indeed, one of these Witnesses was 
ove^pcr8waded by some Persons, to be out of the way upon 
O. B.'ft Tryal ; but he came afterwards with Sorrow for his 
withdraw, and gave in his Testimony: Nor were either of 
these Witnesses made use of as Evidences in the Trial 

VI. Tliere came in several Testimonies relating to the 
Domestick AOkirs of O. B. which hail a very hard Aspect 
upon him ; and not only pi-ov'd him a very ill Man ; but 
also confirmed the belief of the Character, wliich liad been 
already fastiied ou him. 

Twas testified, that keeping his two Successive Wives 
in a strange kind of Skvery, he would when he came home 
from abroad, protend to tell the Talk which any ha^t with 
them ; That he has brought them to the point of Death, 
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^vanwt. never to reved nny ifS^Swu^-^' 

wa» sometimes infestea ; and that iiuiiiv.n«i. .!t "°™* 
t^n whispennl among CV^hZl^'' ^Z w '* 
^ «»me other Testimonies rfutbg to .h.^j:*'! 
P«>ple whejeby the Com«:iences of a.i LnLZ Ju^tl 
convineed that O. B. had Bewitch«l tl.-P^!^ «»oiy »«„ 

VII. One Mr. Rurk, Biother-in-Law ta tl..- n » 

U. B. s Wife, gowtf out for two or thiee Mil J 7^ »v 
Straw^^os, Budc with his Sister S wS ottn 
Kocle home very Softly, with O. B. o^ Z>tintil ^om 
l»My, O. B. sUpt aside a litUe into th. R.. k 7 ^' 

u^ntheyhalted.ndHaUoo'dtht.''k'':J::i::^ 
they went away homewaids. w.th a aiiicl«.li ™*"^ 

when they were got near home, to their A^lVjk^ 
hl. Wife, TO u„ «,oo»nt.f whM rt.l»d w ".^"y 
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wondied tt^ he mAA. H$ knew their flumgkte. Buck being 
fttorUed mt tiiati nuide iome Bapljr, intimtting^ that the 
I>Qvil himself did not know eo far ; but O. B. ensweied, 
M^ God nuikee known yaitr Thoughts unto me. The 
Prisoner now at the Bar had nothing to answer^ unto what 
was thus witnessed against him, that was worth oonsider- 
ing. Only he said, Ruck and his Wife left a Man with 
him when they kft him. Which Buck now afBrm'd to be 
false ; and when the Court asked O. B. JFhat the Man's 
Home wast his Countenance was much altered ; nor could 
ke say, who 'twas. But the Court began to think, that he 
then stcp'd aside, only that by the assistance of the Black 
Man^ he might put on his Invisihilitij^ and in that Fasci- 
nating Mistt gratifio his own Jealous Humour, to hear 
what they said of him. Which trick of renilring them- 
selves Invisible^ our Witches do in their Confessions pre- 
tend, that they sometimes are Masters of ; and it is the 
more credible, because there is Demonstration, that tliey 
often render many other things utterly Invisible. 

Vlir. Faltring^ fa^l^t fmconstant, ami contrary An^ 
ewers upon judicial and deliberate JSxamination^ are 
counted some unlucky Symptons of Guilty in all CrimeS| 
especially in Witchcrafts. Now there never was a Prisoner 
more eminent for them, than O. B. both at his Examina- 
tion and on his Trial. His Tergiversations^ Conhxulictians^ 
and Falshoods were very sensible : he had little to say, but 
tliat he had heard some things that he could not prove, Re- 
flecting upon the Reputation of some of the Witnesses. 
Only he gave in a Paper to the Jury ; wherein, altho' he 
IuhI many times before, granted, not only that there are 
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WUdmt bat alnbthtttlMpnNDt BoiBrtiagiol tlMCoantiy 
«• tU effeeto of JU»n«l» irifc*<w^/»% y«t b« now go« to 
efinoe it, 2»a< tt«» «•«»«• anmarmrmn WHdut, 
Oof hMktg mad» a Oon^aii wUk ihg DmOt em$end a 
DnatoTormsHtalktrpeopUatadi^Met. ThitFkper 
WM TniMcribed oot of Ady; which tho CSourt pwaentty 
know, MMonMtbsy baud it But he Mid, h* had taken 
'nmie of it ont of any Book j for which, his Kvauon after.' 
' wuL, WM, That a Gentleman gare him the DiwwnfM in 
a Mannacript, ffom whence ha Tianaoribed it 

DC The Joiy biooght him in CMUy: But when he 
MUM to Die, ha utteriy deni'd the Fact, whereof he had 
been thua convicted. 



II. 
THE THYAL OF BBIDOET BISHOP, ALIAS 

OLivw, AT nm ooovr or otbi avd nufum, 
BiLD AT tAUDi, mw S. 1693. 



CHE WM indicted for Bewitching of MTeial FWMni 
^ in the Nei^booihood, the I nd i c t ment heing drawr 
vp, aoooiding to the Form in sneh OaaM nraaL And 
plMding, ifot&Nitty, there were htooght in MTeial peracma 
who had long undergone many kinds of Miaeiie% whid 
wen pietematuiaUy inflicted, and geneiaUy ascribed unti 
MXkhorfibh WUehen^/l. Pherewaa Jjttla nflCMJon to yrov! 
the WiMter«nft, it being evident and notoriooa to all U 
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koldm. Kow to fix Ui6 TFttefteni/l on the Primior at 
the Bm^ tlie flrst thing uaed, waa the Testimony of the 
Bmaiieksd; wheieof aeyenl teatifi'd, Thet the Sha^ of 
the Prisoner did oftentimes very grievously Pinoh them, 
Choek them, Bite them, and AfBtet them ; urging them 
to write their Names in a Book^ which the said Spectre 
called. Ours. One of them did further testifle, that it waa 
the Shape of this Prisoner, with another, which one day 
took her from her Wheel, and carrying her to the River- 
aide, threatned there to Drown her, if she did not Sign to 
the Book mentioned : which yet she lef used. Others of 
them did also testifie, that the said Shape did in her Threats 
brag to them that she had been the Death of sundry Per- 
sons, then by her named ; that she had Bidden a Man 
then likewise named. Another testified, the Apparition of 
Ohotis unto the Spectre of Bishop, crying out, You Mur- 
dered ui I About the Truth whereof there was in the 
Matter of Fact but too much suspicion. 

IL It was tostifi'd, That at the Examination of the 
Prisoner before the Magistrates, the Bewitched were ex- 
treamly tortured. If she did but cast her Eyes on them, 
they were presentlystruck down; and this in such a manner 
as there could be no Collusion in the Business. But upon 
the Touch of her Hand upon them, when they hy in their 
Swoons, they would immediately Revive ; and not upon 
the Touch of any ones else. Moreover, Upon some Special 
Actions of her Body, as the shaking of her Head, or the 
turning of her Eyes, they presenUy and painfuUy fell into 
the like postures. And many of the like Accidents now 
fell out, whUe she was at the Bar. One at the some time 
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teatiiying, That ahe aaid, Ae coiiM mdheimMa to m 
ihe ofKded ikm tam m iied. 

UL There waa Teatimony likewlae biOQ|^ in, that a 
Man atrikingonee at the pbee^ where a bewitehed peracm 
aaid, the Sfeapa of thia Stslkgi atood, tha bewitched cried 
out, That he had tore her Cbof, in the place then partiea- 
larly qpedft'd ; and the Woman'a CSoat waa found to be 
Tom in that very place. 

IV. OneDsfuwtmcgJfotfti^ who had eon f eased her being 
a Witch, waa now tormented by the Spectra^ for her 
Confeaaion. And ahe now teatifi'd, That this Biekop 
tempted her to aign the An»4: again, and to deny what ahe 
iiad confeaa'd. She afllrm'd, That it waa the Shape of this 
Priaoner, which whipped her with Iron Bod% to compel 
her thereunto. And ahe affirmed, that this JiiMiip waaat 
a General Meeting of the Witchea, in a Field at Salem^ 
Village, and there partook of a Diabolical Sacrament in 
Bread and Wine then adminiatred. 

V. To render it further unqueationaUe, that the Priaoner 
at the Bar, waa the Peraon truly charged in rata Witch' | 
eruft, there were produced many Evidencea of oran 
Witchert^fU by her perpetrated. For Inatance, John 
Cook teatifi'd. That about Ave or aixTeara ago^ one Mom- ' 
ing, about Sun-Rise, he was in his Chamber assaulted by 
the Shape of this Prisoner : which look'd on him, grinn'd 
at him, and very much hurt him with a Blow on the side^ 
of the Head : and that on the same day, about Noon, the '• 
same Shape walked in the Boom where he was, and an ! 
Apple strangely flow out of his Hand, into the Lap of his | 
Mother, six or eight Foot from him. ' 
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YL Smimd Omy tettifi'd, That sboat fourtoen Teats 
•gOi he wak*d on a Nighty and eaw the Room where he 
Uy full of Light ; and that he then eaw plainly a Woman 
between the Cte^ and the Bed-aide, which look'd upon 
hint He roeei and it vanished; tho' he fonnd the Doors 
all feat Looking out at the entiy-door he saw the same 
Woman, in the same Garb again ; and said, In God^$ 
NaiHe^ what do you eotne fart He went to Bed, and had 
the same Woman again assaulting him. The Child in the 
Cradle gave a great Screech, and the Woman disappeared. 
It was long before the Child oould be quieted ; and tho' it 
were a very likely thriving Child, yet from this time it 
pined away, and, after divers Months, died in a sad Con- 
dition. He knew not Bitshop^ nor her Name ; but when 
he saw her after this, he knew by her Countenance, and 
Apparel, and all Circumstances, that it was the Apparition 
of Uiis Buhojf, which had thus troubled him. 

YII. John Biy and his Wife testiB'd, That he bought 
a Sow of Eilteard Bishop^ the Husband of the Prisoner ; 
and was to pay the Price agreed, unto another person. 
This Prisoner being angry that she was thus hindred from 
fijigring the Mony, quarrell'd with Bly. Soon after which, 
the Sow was taken with strange Fits; Jumping, Leaping 
and Knocking her Head against the Fence ; she seem'd 
Blind and Deaf, and would neither Eat nor be Suck'd. 
Whereupon a Neighbour said, she believed the Creature 
was Ooer^ooketl ; and sundry other Cirourostanccs con- 
curred, which made the Deponento believe that Buhop had 
bewitched it. 

VIIL JUihai-d ConuM tesUB'd, Tliat eight Years ago, 
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'' as he Uy awake in his Bed, with a Light burning in the 
Boom, he waa annoyed with the Apparition of Ais BUkop^ 
and of two more that were strangers to him, who eame and 
oppressed him so^ that he could neither stir himself^ nor 
wake any one else^ and that he waa the night after, mo* 
lested again in the like manner; the said Bitkap taking 
him by the Throat, and pulling him almost out of the Bed« 
HiB Kinsman offered for this cause to lodge with him ; and 
that Night, as they were awake, diseoursing together, this 
Oonum was once more visited by the Guests which had 
formerly been so trouUesom ; his Kinsman being at the 
same time struck speechless, and unable to move Hand or 
Foot Hehadlaid hisSword by him, which these unhappy 
Spectres did strive much to wrest from him ; only he held 
too fast for them. He then grew able to call the People 
of his House ; but altho* they heard him, yet they had not 
power to speak or stir ; until at last, one of the People 
crying out, Whae$ the matter t The Spectres all vanished. ^ 
DC &imif€l^8AaMidlr testify'd. That in the Tear, 1680, fi^^ 
this Bridget Biehcp often came to his House upon such 
frivolous and foolish Errands, that they suspected she 
came indeed with a purpose of mischief. Presently, where* 
upon, his eldest Child, which was of as promising Health 
and Sense, as any Child of its Age, beg^ to droop ex^ 
oeeduigly ; and the oftner that Jii^Aop came to the House^ 
the worse grew the Child. As theChiU would be stand- 
ing at the Door, he would be thrown and bruised against 
the Stones, by an invisible Hand, and in like sort knock 
his Face against the sides of the House^ and bruise it after 
a miserable manner. Afterwards this ^lUUgi would bring 
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him thingi to I)jei wheieof he ooold aot imagm any use ; 
and whm she paid him a pieoe of Monj, the Puna and 
Mony were imacooantobly oonreyed oot of a lock'd Box, 
and nerer eeen any more. The Child wae immediatelyi 
hereupon taken with terrible FitSi whereof hie Friende 
thought he would havedyed : Indeed he did almoet nothing 
but Ciy and Sleep for several Months together ; and at 
length his Understanding was utterly taken away. Among 
other Symptoms of an Inchantment upon him, one was, 
That there was a Board in the Garden, whereon he would 
walk ; and all the Invitations in the jWorld could never 
fetch him off. About 17 or 18 yUrs oiter, there came a 
Stranger to Skaiioek'i House, who seeing the Child, said, 
Tki$ poor Child i$ Bewitched ;and you Jutve a Neighbour 
living noi far o/, who ie a Witch. He added. Tour 
Neighbour hoe had a falling out with your Wife ; and ehe 
eaid^ in her hearty your Wife ie a proud Woman^ and 
ehe woulil bring down her Pride in (hie Child. He then 
remembred, that Bishop had parted from his Wife in 
muttering and menacing Terms, a little before the Child 
was taken IlL The abovesaid Stranger would needs carry 
the bewitched Boy with him, to Bieho^fe House, on pre- 
tence of buying a pot of Cyder. The woman entertained 
him in furious manner ; and flew also upon the Boy, 
scratching his Face till the Blood came ; and saying, Thou 
Bogue, what doet thou bring this Fellow here to plague 
me t Now it seems the Man had said, before he went^ 
That he would fetch Blood of fier. Ever after the Boy 
was foUow'd with grievous Fits, which the Doctors them- 
selves generally ascribed unto Witehernfl; and wherein he 
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would be thrown still into the JKrs Of the fFotov if he were 
not eonstanUylook'd after; and it was verOy believed that 
Biehop was the cause of it 

X. John Louder testify'd, That upon some little Con* 
troversy with Biehop about her Fowls, going well to Bed« 
he did awake in the Night by Moonlight^ and did see 
cleariy the likeness of this Woman grievous^ oppressing 
him ; in which miserable condition she held him, unable to 
help himself, till near Day. He toU Biehop of this ; but 
she deny'd it, and threatned him very much. Quickly after 
this, being at home on a Lords day, with the doors shut 
about him, bo saw a Uack Pig approach him ; at which, 
he going to kick, it vanished away. Immediately after, 
sitting do\ra, he saw a black Thing jump in at the Window, 
and come and stand before him. The Body was like 
that of a Monkey, the Feet like a Cocks, but the Face 
much like a Mans. He being eo extrsamly affrighted, that 
he could not speak ; this Monster spoke to him, and said, 
I am a Meeeenger eent unto you^ for I understand that 
you are in eome Trouble of Mind^ and if you will be ruled 
by file, you shall want for nothing in this World. Where- 
upon he endeavoured to clap his hands upon it; but he 
could feel no substance ; and it jumped out of the Window 
again ; but immediately came in by the Porch, tho* the 
Doors were shut, and said. You had better take my Coun^ 
sel / He then struck at it with a stick, but struck only the 
Oround-sel, and broke the Stick : The Arm with which 
he struck was presently Disenabled, and it vanished away. 
He presently went out at the Back-door, and spied this 
Bishopt in her Orchard, going toward her House ; but he 
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kid not power to aet one foot fonraid unto hor, Wbovo* 
npon, letnnung into the Houm, he wee immedietelj 
ioooeted by the Monster he hid aeen before; which Goblin 
Wis now gmog to fly it him; wheieet he cty'd oat| The 
wkoUarnumro/GcdbeheiwemfMONdytmt Soitspiang 
bick, ind flow over the Apple-tree ; sbiking many Apples 
off the Tieoi in its flying over. At its lesp, it flung Dirt 
with its feet igiinst the Stomsck of the Men; wheieon 
he Wis then struck Dumb^ ind so continued for three Days 
together. Upon the producing of this Testimony, Buhap 
deny'd thit she know this Deponent: Yet their two 
Orchards joined ; end they hid often hid their little Quer- 
rels for some yeers together. 

XL William Stacy testify'd, That receiving Mony of 
this Bishcpf for work done by him ; he wss gone but a 
matter of three Rods from her, end looking for hisMonyi 
found it unaccountably gone from him. Some time af ter, 
Biihop asked him, whether his Father would grind her 
Grist for her t He demanded why t She reply'd, J7ecaiM 
Folki emmt me a Wiich. He answered. No gueOion but 
he will grind it for you. Being then gone about six Bods 
from her, with a small Load in his Cart^ suddenly the Off- 
wheel stumped, and sunk down into an hole, upon pUin 
Ground ; so that the Deponent was forced to get help for 
the recovering of the Wheel : But stepping back to look 
for the hole, which might give him this Disaster, there 
Wis none at all to be found. Some time after, he was 
waked in the Night ; but it seem'd as light as dsy ; and 
be perfectly saw the shape of this Biehcp in the Boom 
toonbling of him ; but upon her going out^ all wss dirk 
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He ehiig'd BiOufp ifterwaids with it^ end she 
denyVl it not; but was very angry. Quickly aftei^ this ' 
Deponent having been threatned l^ Biekop^ as he was in 
a dark Ni^t going to the Bam, he was very suddenly 
taken or lifted from the Ground, and thrown agiinst a 
Stone-wall : Afterthat^ he was sgain Hoisted up and thrown 
down a Bank, at the end of his House. After this agiin. 
passing by this Biekop^ his Horse with a small Load, 
striving to draw, ill his Gesrsflew to pieces^ind the Cert 
fell down ; end this Deponent going then to lift a Bag of 
Com, of about two Bushels, could not budge it with all his 
Might 

Many other Pranks of this Biehogfe this Deponent was 
reedy totestify. He ilsotestify'd, Thit he verily belieVd, 
the siid Biihop wis the Instrument of his Diughter 
Prieeilla^e Deeth ; of which suspicion, prsgnsnt Beesons 
were issigned. 

Xn. Tocrownill,Jo&fiifIyindlFiff<(imilfytestify'd, 
Thit being employed by Bridget Biehop, to help to tike 
down the Cellir^ will of the old house wherein she formerly 
lived, they did in holes of the siid old Will, find several 
JPlfppete^ maidA-Ufi of Bsgs end Hogs-bristleib with heed* 
less Pins in them, the Points being outward ; whereof she 
could give no accountunto the Courts that wm reasonable^ 
or^tojersble. 

*^ XilL One thing that made igiinst the Prisoner wiS| 
her being evidently convicted of j^rass Lyingin the Courti 
sevend times, while she wss miking her plea ;j6ui besidee 
this, a Jury of Women found a preternatural Teat upon 
her Body : But uponasecond search, within S or 4 hours^ 
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tiieie WM no tueh thing to be aeen. There wee aleo en 
Aoooont of other People whom this Women hod AflSicted; 
and there might have been many more, if they had been 
enquired for; but there was no need of them. 
^ XIV. There was one very strange thing more, with 
which the Court was newly entertained. As this Woman 
was under a Guard, passing by the great and spacious 
Meeting-house of Salem^ she gave a look towards the 
House : And immediately a Iktinon invisibly entring the 
Meeting-house, tore down a part of it; so that tho' there 
was no Person to be seen there, yet the People, at the 
noiBe, running in, found aBoard,which was strongly fastned 
wiUi several Nails, transported unto another quarter of the 
House. 



11. 



THE TBTAL OF SUSANNA MARTIN AT THE 

OOUBT OP OTBB ANO TEBMIKIB, HELD BT AOJOUBK- 
MINT AT 8ALBM, JUNE 29. 1692. 

I. 

^USANNA MARTIN, pleading Nal CfuiUy to the In- 
dictment of Wiieherqft. brought in against her, there 
were produced the Evidences of manyPersons very sensibly 
andgrievously Bewitched; whoallcomplainedof thePriscmer 
at the Bar, as the Person whom they believed the cause of 
their Miseries. And now, as well as in the other Trials, 
there was an extraordinary Endeavour by WiUKcrn/t$f with 
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Cruel and frequent Fits, to hinder the poor Sulbiera from 
giving in their Complsints, which the Court was forced 
with much P^enee to obtain, by much wsiting and watch- 
ing for it 
IL There was now also an account given of what passed 

at her first Examination before the Magistrates. TheCast 
of her £^ then striking the afflictedPeople to the Ground, 
whether they saw that Cast or no ; there were these among 
other Passages between the Magistrates and the Examinate* 

MagMraJte. Piay, what ails these Peoplet 

Martin. I don't know. 

Magidraie. But what do you think ails themt 

Martin. I don't desire to spend my Judgment upon it 

Mayidraie. Don't you think they are bewitch'd t 

MaiUn. No, I do not think they are. 

Magistrate Tell us your Tlioughts about them then. 

Martin. No, my thoughu are my own, when they are 
in, but when Uiey are out they are anolhers. Their 

Master 

Magistrate. Tlieir Master! who do you think is their 

Mastert 

Martin. If they be deaUng in the Bkck Art^ you may 
know as well as I. 

Magitirate. Well , what have you done towards thist 

Martin. Nothing at all 

Magistrate. Why, 'tis you or your Appearance. 

Martin. I cannot help it 

Magistrate. Is it not your Mastert How comee your 
Appearance to hurt these t 

Martin. How do I knowt He that appeared in th» 
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Shape of Samud^ % i^imfiedSaint^ may appear in any ones 
Shape. 

It was then aleo noted in her as in others like her^lhat 
if the Afflicted went to appioaeh her, they were flung down 
to the Ground. And, when she was asked the reason of 
it| she said, / cannot tell; it may b€. th$ Devil bean me 
mar§ JIaliee than another. 

III. The Court accounted themselves alaram'd by these 
Things, to enquire further into the Conversation of the 
Prisoner ; and see what there might occur, to render these 
Accusations further credible. Whereupon, John Allen of 
Saliebury, testif y'd. That he refusinf^ because of the weak- 
ness of his Oxen, to Cart some Stares at the request of this 
Martin^ she was displeased at it; and said, It had been ae 
good thai he had; for hi$ Oxen shaidd never do him much 
more Service. Whereupon, this Deponent said, Doet (hou 
threaten me, thou old Wiieht Fl throw thee into the 
Brook : Which to avoid, she flew over the Bridge, and 
escaped. But, as he was going home, one of his Oxen 
tired, so that he was forced to Unyoke him, that he might 
get him home. He then put his Oxen, with many more, 
upon SaHsbury Beach, where Cattle did use to get Flesh. 
In a few days, all the Oxen upon the Beach were found by 
their Tracks, to have run unto the Mouth of Merrimaeh- 
River, and not returned ; but the next day they were found 
come ashore upon Plum-I$land. They that sought them, 
used all imaginable gentleness, but they would still run 
away with a violence, that seemed wholly Diabolical, till 
they came near the mouth of Merrimack-River ; when 
they ran right into the Sea, swimming as far as they could 
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be seen. One of them then swam baek againt with a 
•wittnesi^ amaiing to the Beholders^ who atood ready to 
receive him, and help up hb tired Carcass: But the Beast 
ran furiously up into the Isbmd, and from thenes^ thorough 
the Marshes^ up into Newbwry Town, and so up into the 
Woods; and there after a while found near A m eAm- y . 
So that, of fourteen good Oxen, there was only this saved: 
The rest were all cast up^ some in one plaoe^ and some in 
another. Drowned. 

IV. John Atkineon testified, That he exchanged a Cow 
with a Son of Sueanna Martin\ whereat she muttered, 
and was unvrilling he should have it Gdng to receive 
this Cow, tho he Hamstringed her^ and Halter'd her, she, 
of a Tame Creature, grew so mad, that they could scarce 
get her along. She broke all the Bopee that were fsstned 
unto her, and though she were ty'd ful unto a Tkee, yet 
she made her escape, and gave them such further trouble, 
as they could ascribe to no cause but Witchcraft 

Y. Bernard Peaehe tesUfi'd, That being in Bed, on the 
Lord's^day Night, he heard a scrabbling at the Window, 
whereat he then saw Sneanna Martin oome in, and jump 
down upon the Floor. She took hold of this Deponent's 
Feet, and drawing his Body up into an Heap, she lay upon 
him near Two Hours ; in all which time he could neither 
speak nor stir. At length, when he could begin to move, 
he laid hold on her Hand, and pullingit up to his Mouth, 
he bit three of her Fingers, as he judged, unto the Bone. 
Whereupon she went from the Chamber, down the Stairs, 
out at the Door. This Deponent thereupon called unto 
the Veople of the House, to advise them of what passed ; 
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and he Umaelf did follow her. The People aaw hernokj 
but there being a Bucket at the Left-hand of the Door, 
there waeadiop of Blood found upon it ; and eeveral moie 
drope of Blood upon the Snow newly fallen abroad : There 
was likewise the print of her 2 Feet just without the Threeh- 
old ; but no more sign of anj Footing further off. 

At another time this Deponent was desired by the 
Prisoner^ to come unto an Husking of Com, at her House ; 
and she said, ^he did noi eotrn^ iiwerebetier that he did/ 
He went not ; but the Night following, Su$anna Martin^ 
as he judged, and another came towards him. One of 
them said, He^'e he it/ but he haying a Quarter-stafi^ made 
^ aBlowatthom. The Roof of the Bam, broke his Bbw ; 
but following them to the Window, he made anotlier Blow 
at them, and struck them down ; yet they got up, and got 
out, and he saw no more of them. 

About this time, thero was a Rumour about the Town, 
that Martin had a Broken Head ; but the Deponent could 
say nothing to that 

The said Peache also testiB'd the Bewitching the CatUo 
to Death, upon Martin*$ Discontents. 

VI. Boberi Domer testified. That this Prisoner being 
some Years ago prosecuted at Court for a Witch, he then 
■aid unto her, He believeil the was a Witch. Whereat she 
being dissatisfied, said. That eotne She-Devil would ehartly 
feifh him away/ Which words were heaid by others, as 
well as himself. The Night following, as be lay in his 
Bed, thero came in at the Window, the likeness of a CW, 
which flew upon him, took fast hold of his Throat, lay on 
him a considerable while, and almoet killed him. At 
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lengthhe remembsed what giiiwm MeuHm had thieatned 
the Day beforo ; and with much ftriving he eried out| 
Affoid. thorn She^Deoa/ In the Natiie of Ood the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ohcet. Avoid/ Whereupon it left 
him, leaped on the Floor, aiid flew out at the Window. • 

And thero Uso oame in sereral Teetimonies, that beforo 
ever Down^ spoke a word of this Accident^ Sueanna 
Ifarfiii andher FamUy had nUted, JSTm thie Downer had 
been handled I 

VII. John Kembal tesUfled, ih^t Sueanna Martin, upon 
a Causeless Di^^ust^ had threatned him, about a certain 
Cow of his, Thai ehe ehould never do him any more Good: 
and it came to pass accordbgly. For soon after the Cow 
was found stark dead on the dry Ground, without any 
Distemper to be discerned upon her. Upon which he was 
followed with a strange Death upon mon of his CktUe, 
whereof he lost in oneSpring to the yalue of Thirty Pounds. 
But the said John Kembal had a further Testimony to give 
in against the Prisoner which was truly admirable. 

Being desirous to furnish himself with a Dog, he applied 
himself to buy one of this Martin, who had a Bitch with 
Whelps in her House. But she not letting him have his 
choice, he said, he would supply himself then at onelilesdele. 
Having mark'd a Puppy, which he lik'd at Blexdtle. he 
met Oeorye Martin, the Husband of the Prisoner, going 
by, who asked him, JFhether he would not have one of hie 
Wifii*$ Puppiee t and he answered. No. The same Day, 
one EdfHond Elliot, being at J/arTiVs House, hoard Oeorge 
Martin rohte, whero this Kembal had been, and what he 
had said. Wheroupon Sutanna Martin replied, // / lice. 
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rttifimhmPujppieiimmgh/ Within a few days after, 
thia Kembal^ coming oat of the Woodi^ there arose a little 
Bkck Cload in the N. W. and Kembai immediatel/ felt a 
force upon him, which made him not aUe to avoid running 
npon the atomps of Trees, that were before him, albeit he 
had a broad plain Cart-way, before him ; bat tho' he had 
his Ax also on his Shoalder to endanger him in his Falls, 
he could not forbear going out of his way to tumble over 
them. When he came below the Meeting House, there 
appealed unto him, a little thing like a Puppy^ of a Darkish 
Cobur ; and it shot backwards and forwards between his 
Legs. He had the Courage to use all possible Endeavours 
of Cutting it with his Ax ; but he could not Hit it : the 
Puppy gave a jump from him, and went, as to him it seem'd, 
into the Qround. Going a little further, there appeared 
unto him a Black Puppy, somewhat bigger than Uie first, 
but as Black as a Cole. Ite Motions were quicker than 
those of his Ax ; it flew at his Belly and away ; then at 
his Throat ; so, over his Shoulder one way, and then over 
his Shoulder another way. His Heart now began to fail 
him, and he thought the Dog would have tore his Throat 
out. But he recovered himself, and called upon Ood in 
his distress ; and naming the Name of Jnua Christ^ it 
vanished away at once. The Deponent spoke not one 
Word of these Accidents, for fear of affrightuig his Wife. 
But the next Momingi Kdinond Elioi^ going into MartiiC$ 
House, this Woman asked him where Keinhdl wast He 
replied. At hmie^ a Bed^ Jor ought he knetc. She returned. 
They say, he tca» frighted lad NigJti. Eliot asked. With 
fchttt t She answered. With Puppies. Eliot asked. Where 
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eheheardo/itJorhehadheardueOiiigqfUt Share- 
joined, Ahoui the Town. Altho' Kembai had m witioned 
the Matter to no Creature living. 

VIIL Waiiam Brown testified, That Heaven having 
blessed him with a most Pious and Prudent Wife, this 
Wife of his, one day met with jSMsoimaJforfiii/ bat when 
she approach'd just unto her, Marlim vanished out of sights 
and left her extreamly afMghted. After whieh time, the 
said Martin often appeared unto her, giving her no little 
trouble ; and when she did oome,ahe waa visited withBirds, 
that sorely pecVd and prick'd her; and sometimes a 
Bunch, like a Pullet's Egg, would rise in her Throat, ready 
to choak her, till she cry'd out, Witrh, you Aarit ehoak 
me / While this good Woman waa in this extremity, the 
Church appointed a Day of Prayer, on her behalf; where- 
upon her Trouble coas'd; she saw not Martin as formerly ; 
and the Church, instead of their Fast^ gave Thanks for her 
Deliverance. But a considerable while after, she being 
Summoned to give in some Evidence at the Court, against 
this Martin, quickly thereupon, this Martin came behind 
her, while she was milking her Cow, and said unto her. 
For thy defaming her at Court, Til tnake thee the mieer- 
ableet Oreatw^ in the World. Soon after which, she fell 
into a strange kind of distemper, and became horribly 
frantick, and uncapable of any reasonable Action ; the 
Physicians declaring, that her Distemper was preternatural, 
and tliat some Devil had certainly bewitched her ; and in 
that condition she now remained. 

IX. Sarah Atkineon testify'd. That Sueama Martin 
came from Ameebury to their House at Newbury, in an 
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eztnoidinaiy Season, when it was nofc fit f(» any to T^ 
Slieeame(M she aaid, unto iliiUfiioii) all that long vajon 
Foot She bittffdandshew'd howd^ehe was ; nor eould 
it be perceived that so much as the Soles of her Shoes were 
wet Aikiman was amated at it ; and professedi that she 
should herself have been wet up to the kneeSi if she had 
then came so far ; but Martin repl/d, She Korrid to be 
DixMieill It was noted, that this Testimony upon her 
Trial, cast her in a very singular Confusion. 

X. John Piie^y tesUfy'd, That being one Evening very 
unaccountably Bewildred, near a Field of Martin^ and 
several times, as one under an Enchantment^ returning to 
the place he had lef t^ at length he saw a marvellous lights 
about the bigness of an Half-bushel, near two Bod, out of 
the way. He went, and struck at it with a Stick, and laid 
it on with all his might He gave it near forty blows; and 
felt it a palpable substance. But going from it, his Heels 
were struck up, and he was laid with his Back on the 
Ground, sliding, as he thought, into a Pit ; from whence 
he rocover'd by taking hold on the Bush ; oltho* afterwards 
he could find no such Pit in the place. Having, after his 
Recovery, gone five or six Rod, he saw Smanna Martin 
standing on his Left-hand, as the light had done before; 
but they changed no words with one another. He could 
scarce find his House in his Return ; but at length he got 
home extreanily afTrighted. The next day, it was upon 
Enquiry understood, that Martin was in a miserable con- 
dition by pains and hurts that were upon her. 

It was further toatify^d by this Deponent, That after he 
had given in some Evidence against SttMnna Martin^ 
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many years ago^ she gave him fool woids abofut it; and 
saidi He ehoM never prmper more; partieolaily, That he 
ehoM neeer have more than two Ckm; that Otfhouae 
never eo liMy to have more, yet he ehoM never ham ihem. 
And that from that very day to thiS| namely fof twenty 
years together, he eoold never exceed that number; but 
some stmnge thing or other still prevented his having any 
more. 

XI. Jervie Ringieetitfd, That about seve^ years ago^ he 
was oftentimes and grievously oppressed in the Nighty but 
saw not who troubled him ; until at last he Lying perfectly 
Awake, plainly saw Sueanna Martin approach him. She 
came to him, and forcibly bit him by the Finger ; so that 
the Print of the bite is now, so long after, to be seen upon 
him. 

XIL But besides all of these Evidences, there was a 
most wonderful Account of one Joeeph Ring, produced on 
this occasion. 

This Man has been strangely carried about by Dmmone, 
from one Witeh^weeting to another, for near two years 
together ; and for one quarter of this time, they have 
made him, and keep him Dumb^ tho*he is now again aUe 
to speak. There was one T. H. who having, as 'tis judged, 
a design of engaging this Joeeph Ring in a snare of 
Devillism, contrived a while, to bring this Ring two Shil- 
lings in Debt unto him. 

Afterwards,tbispoor Man would be visited with unknown 
shapes, and this T. H. sometimes among them ; which 
would force him away with them, unto unknown PlaceSi 
where he saw Meetings, Feastings, Dancings; and after 
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hit retanii wherein they honied him along thxou^ the 
Air, he gave DemobetratioDa to the Neighbourly that he 
had indeed been ao tranaported. When he was btong^t 
until these hellish MeetingSi one of the first Things they 
still did unto him, was to give him a knock <m the Back, 
whereupon he was ever as if bound with Chains, uncapaUe 
of stirring out of the place, till they should release him. 
He related, that there often came to him a Man, who pre- 
sented him a Book\ whereto he would have him set his 
Hand ; promising to him, that he should then have even 
what he would ; and presenting him with all the delectable 
ThingSi Poisonsi and Places, that he could imagin. But 
he refusing to subscribe, the business would end with 
dreadful Sluipes, Noises andScreeches, which almost scared 
him out of his Wits. Once with the Book, there was a 
Pen offered him, and an Ink-horn with Liquor in it, that 
seemed like Blood : But he never toucht it. 

Tills Man did now affirmi That he saw the Prisoner at 
several of those hellish Randezvouzes. 

Note, this Woman was one of tlie most impudent^ souni- 
lous, wicked Creatures in the World ; and she did now 
throughout her whole Tryal, discover her self to be such an 
one. Yet when slie was asked, what slie hod to say for 
her self t Her chief Plea was, That i7ia had lead a nwU 
9iHuou9 atid hoi If Life. 
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THB TRTAL OF ELIZABETH HOW, AT THE 

oooBT w am amd nrnmnni hud it ad- 

Kmammn at aALm, rsmm SO. 169S. 

L 

ipUZABXTS SOW pleading iVM OuiU^ to the In- 
dietment of WitchcraftSi then charged upon her ; 
the Courts aoeording to the usual Proceedings of the Courts 
in Bngtagidf in such Cases^ began with hearing the Depo* 
aitions of several afflicted People, who were grievously 
tortured by sensible and evident Witeherq/te^ and all com- ' 
plained of the Prisoner, as the cause of their TkouUe. It 
was also found that the Sufferers were not able to bear her 
Lookf as likewise, that in their greatest SwoonSi they dis- 
tinguished her Touch from other Peoples^ being thereby 
raised out of them. 

And there was other Testimony of People to whom the 
shape of this How^ gave trouble nine or ten years ago. 

II. It has been a most usual thing for the bewitched 
Persons, at the same time that the Speetree representing 
the Wiichee^ troubled them, to be visited with Apparitions 
of OhoeU^ pretending to have been Murdered by thelKi^rftes 
then represented. And sometimes the Confessions of the 
Witchesafterwardsacknowledged those veryMurderSpWhich 
thesciljiipanttoiuchaiged upon them; altho* they had never 
heard what Informations had been given by the Sufferers. 
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Than wcM such Apparittons of Ghosts teatifiad by aomo 
of tha preaant Suffaran ; and tba Oboato affirmad, Uiat Uua 
H<m had moidaied tham : Which thinga waia^Wd; but 

IIL Thia How hod mada soma Attempta of joyning to 
tha Church at Ip$mch^ aavaral years ago; but aha waa 
daoyed an admission into that Holy Society, partly through 
a auspicion of Witchcraft, then urged against her. And 
there now came in Testimony, of preternatural Mischiefs, 
presently befiiUing some that had been Instrumental to 
debar her from the Communion whereupon she was in- 
truding. 

IV. There was a particular Bcpoaition of JoMph Staf- 
ford^ That his Wife had conceived an oxtroam Aversion to 
this How^ on the Rei>orts of her Witchcrafts : But Haw 
one day, Uking her by the Hand, and saying, / Idieve 
you are not vjnomnt of the great Scandal that I lye under, 
by an evU Report raiml upon me. She immediately, 
unreasonably and unpcr8ivadoably,evenlikeone£nchanted, 
began to take tliis Woman's part. How being soon after 
propounded, as desiring an Admission to the Table of the 
Loid, som^ of the pious Brethren were unsatisfy'd about 
her. The Elders appointed a Meeting to hear lilattera 
olgectod against her ; and no Aiguments in the World 
could hinder this Goodwife Stafford from going to the 
I/scturo. She did indeed promise, with much ado, that 
she would not go to the Church-meeting, yet she could not 
tafiain going thither also. How'e Atfoirs there were so 
canvased, that she came off rather auilly than Cleared; 
nevertheless Goodwife Stafford could not forbear taking 
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her by the Hand, and aaying; Tkef ytm are Oomlmmiod 
he/breM0^youar$JuiH//db^reOod. Showaaquickly 
taken in a very strange manner, Ranting^ Savings Raging^ 
and trying out^ Ooody How wnuit come into the Church; 
$he Uapreeioue Saint; and thtf $he be eondenmed before 
Men, s&a is Juitify*d be/ore Ood. So aha continued for 
the apace of two or three Houra; and then fell into alVanca. 
But coming to her sel^ she cryM out| Hal I wu mietaken; 
and afterwards again repeated, Hat I wae 'mistaken / 
Being asked by a atander by. Wherein t aha replyed, / 
thought Oooily How had (esa a predoue Saint ef God, but 
now I ifeeheiea Witch .* She hae bewitched me, and my 
Child ^ and tee ehall never be toe//, till thei% be a Teetitnany 
tor her^ that ehe may be taken into the Church. And 
How said afterwards, that slie was very sorry to see Stqf' 
fortl at the Church-meeting mentioned. Stafford^ after 
this, declared herself to be afflicted by the Shape of How; 
and from that Shaiie she endured many Miseries* 

y. John Hoir^ Brother to the Husband of the Prisoner, 
testified, that he refusing to accompany the Prisoner unto 
her Examination, as was by her desired, immediately some 
of his Cattle wore BHwitehed to Deatli, leaping throe or 
four foot high, turning about^ speaking, falling, and dying 
at once ; and going to cut off an Ear, for an uae, that 
might MS well perliaiis have been omitted, the Hand wherein 
ho held his Knife was taken very numb^ and so it remained, 
and full of pain, for several Days, being not well at thia 
very Time. And he suspected the Prisoner for the Author 
of it. 

VI. Nehemiah Abbot testify'd, that unusual and m' 
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eUavoua Aooidento would befal hu CfttUe, whemTer lie liid 
any Difference with this Priaoner. Once, particularly, ahe 
wished hU Ox choaked ; and within a little while that Ox 
was choaked with a Tumcp in his Throat At another 
Time, refusing to lend his Horse, at the Request of her 
Dau^ter, the Horse was in a preternatural maimer abused. 
And scYcral other odd things of that kind were testified. 

VII. Tliere came in Testimony, that one Good-wife 
Shencinf upon some Difference with How^ was bewitched ; 
and that she dyed, charging this Haio with having an Hand 
. in hor Death. And that other People had their Barrels of 
Drink unaccountably mischieved, spoil'd and spilt^ upon 
their displeasing of her. 

The things in Uiemselves were trivial, but their being 
audi a Course of them, it made them the more considered. 
Among others, Martha Wood^ gave her Testimony, That 
a little after her Father had been employed in gathering 
an account of Hou^i Conversation, they once and again 
lost great quantities of Drink out of their Vessels, in such 
a manner, as they could ascribe to nothing but Witchcraft 
As also^ That How giving her some Apples, when she had 
eaten of them she was taken with a very strange kind of 
Amase, insomuch tluit she knew not what she said or did. 

YIII. There was likewise a Cluster of DeiKNutions, That 
oxitlsaacCummingii refusing to lend his Mare unto the hus- 
band of Uiis HotOftixe Mare was within a day or two token in 
a strange condition : The Beast seemed much abused, being 
bruised as if she hod been running over the Rocks, and 
marked where the Bridle went, as if burnt with a red hot 
Bridle. Moreover, one using a Pipe of Tobacco for the 
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Cure of the Beasts a blue FlaiMissued out of her» took 
hold of her Hair, and not only qmad and burnt on her, 
l^it it also flew upwards towards the Roof of the Bam, and 
had like to have set the Barn on Fire : And the Mare dyed 
very suddenly. 

IX. Titnothy P^arUy and his Wli%, testif/d, Not only 
unaocountablo Mischiefs befel their Cattle, upon their 
having of Differences ¥rith this Prisoner: but also that they 
had a Daughter destroyed by Witchcrafts; which Daughter 
still charged Haw as the Cause of her AflBiction. And it 
was noted, that she would be struck down whenever How 
were spoken ol She was often endeavoured to be thrown 

• into the Fire, and into the Water, in her strange Fits : 
Tho' her Father had corrected her for charging How with 
bewitching her, yet (as was testified by others also) she 
jsaid. She was sure of it, and must dye standing to it 
/Accordingly she chaiged How to the very Death ; and said, 
, Tho* How eaulil afiict and tonneni her Bodjf^ y^theeouU 

* not hurt her SaiU : And, That the Truth of thie matter 
would appear^ when $he woulil be dead and gone, 

X. Francis Lane testified. That being hired by the 
Husband of tliis Hoio to get him a parcel of Posts and 
Rails, this Lane hired John Fearty to assiBt him. This 
Prisoner then told Lane^ That she believed the Posts and 
Rails would not do, because Jokn Pearly helped him : but 
that if he had got them alone^ without John fVarly^shelp^ 
they might have done well enough. When Jannee How 
came to receive his Posts and Rails of Lane^ How taking 
them up by the Ends, they, tho' good and sound, yet un- 
accountably broke off, so that Lane was forced to get thirty 
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or forty more. And ibis Prbonttr boing informed of it| 
she aaid, She told him lo before, beeaose Foarlif helped 
about them. 

XI. Afterwtrda there came in the Confeasione of aeveral 
other (penitent) Wiicheiii which affirmed this How to be 
one of Uioee, who with them liad been baptiiod by the Devil 
in the Bivor» at Xfewhurif^FollM : before which he mode 
them there kneel down by the Brink of the River and 
worshiped him. 



V. 
THE TRIAL OF MARTHA CARRIER, AT THE 

COURT OF OTin AND TIRIIINBR, HBLD BT AD- 
JOURKXXMT AT SALBlf, AUQUbT 2. 1693. 

I. 

"^ARTHA CARRIER was Indicted for the bewitch- 
ing certain Persons, according to the Form nsiud 
in such Cases, pleading Not Guilt jf, to her Indictment; 
there were first brought in a considerable number of the 
bewitched Persons ; who not only made the Court sensible 
of an horrid Witchcraft committed uix>n them, but also 
deposed, That it was Martha Oarnei\ or her Shape, that 
grievously tormented them, by Biting, Pricking, Pinching 
and Clioaking of them. It was further deposed, That while 
this Carrier was on her Examination, before the Magis- 
trates, Uio Poor People wore so tortured tliat every one 
expected their Death upon the very spot, but that upon the 
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binding of Oarrier they were eased. Moreover the Look 
of Cbrr<sr.then laid the AflSieted People for dead; and 
her Touch, if her Eye at* the same time were off them, 
raised them again : Which Thuigs were also now seen 
upon her Tiyal. And it was testified. That upon the 
mention of some having their Kecks twbted almost round, 
l^ the Shape of this Carrier^ she replyed, It$no matter 
thouijh their nerki hatl been ttcuUrd quite o§. 

II. Before the Tryal of this Prisoner, several of her own 
children had frankly end fully confessed, not only that they 
were Witches tliemselves, but that this their Mother had 
made them sa ThisConfcssion they made withgreatShews 
of Reiieiitance, and with much Demonstration of Truth. 
They related Place, Time, Occasion ; thoy gave an account 
of Journeys, Meetings and Mischiefs by them performed, 
and wore very credible in wliat they said. Nevertheless, 
this evidence was not produceil against the Prisoner at the 
Bar, inasmuch as there was other Evidence enough to pro* 
coed uix>n. 

in. Bmja%nin AlAot gave his Testimony, Tliat last 
Mairh was a twelvemonth, thb Carrier was very angry 
with him, upon laying out some Land, near her Husband's: 
Her Expressions in this Anger, were, ITiai $he would etiek 
a$ doee to Abbot a$ the Bark etwk to the Tree; and that 
he (fhauUl repent of it afore eeven yeare came to an Entl^ 
eo a$ Doctor Prescot ehould never cure him. These Words 
were heard by others besides Allot himself; who also 
heard her say. She tcould hold hie Noee a$ eloee to th€ 
OrimlJone a$ ever it teas hdd eince his Name nae Abbot* 
Presently after this, ho was taken with a Swelling in bis- 
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Foot^ and then with % Fftin in his 8ido. and exceedingly 
tormented. It bred into e Sore, which wm lanced by 
Doctor Fiticot^ and eevoial Gollona of Corruption ran out 
of it For six Weeks it continued very had, and then 
another Sore bred in the Groin, which was alsolauncedby 
Doctor Predcoi. Another Sore then bred in his Groin, 
wliicli was likewise cut, and put him to very great Misery : 
He was brought unto Death's Door, and so remained until 
Catiier was taken, and carried away by the Constable, 
from which very day he began to mend, and so grew 
better every Day, and is well ever since, 

Sarah Abbot aK bis Wife, testified. That her Hus- 
band was not only all this while AflUcted in his Body, but 
Also tbatstrangeextraoidinary and unaccountableCalaroities 
bcfcl his Cattcl ; their Death being such as they could 
guess at no Natuml Reason for. 
>- IV. AUin Toothaker testify'd. That RichaiHl, the son 
of Maiiha Carrier^ having some difference with him, pulPd 
him down by tlio Hair of the Head. When he Rose again, 
be was going to strike at Richard Carrier; but fell down 
ilat on his Back to the groimd, and had not power to stir 
hand or foot, until he told Canier he yielded ; and then 
he saw tlie sliai>e of Martlia Carrier^ go oif his breast 

This Toothaker^ had Received a wound in the JVari ; 
and he now tostify'd, that Martha Carrier told him. He 
JumUl never be Cui^. Just afore the Apprehending of 
Carrier^ he could thrust a knitting Needle into his wound, 
iour inches deep^ but presently after her being siesed, he 
throughly healed. 

He further testify'd, that when Carrier and he some 
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times were at variance, she would dap her hands at him, 
and say, ffeekotildgetnothinif byit; whereupon he several 
times lost his Cattle^ by strange Deaths, whereof no 
natural causes could be given. 

y. John RoffgerelBO testifyed,That upon thethrsatning 
words of this malicious(%imer,htsCatUe would be strangely 
bewitched; as was more particularly then deeeribed, 

y L Safnuel Preeian testif /d, that about two years ago^ 
having some difference with Martha Carrier^ he lost a Cow 
in a strange Preternatural unusual manner; and about a 
month after this, the said Carrier^ having again some 
difference with him, she told him ; He hatl laid}/ lo$t a 
cptff, and it should not be Icng befai'e he loet another; 
which accordingly came to pass ; for he had a thriving and 
well-kept CoHf^ which Mrithout any known cause quickly fell 
down and dy'd. 

yil. Phebe Chamlter testify'd, that about a Fortnight 
before the apprehension of Martha Carrier^ on a Lords- 
day, while the Psalm was singing in the Churchy this 
Carrier then took her by the shoulder and shaking her, 
asked her, where $he lived : she made her no Answer, al- 
though as Carrier^ who lived next door to her Fathers 
House, could not in reason but know who she was. Quickly 
after tlli^ as she was at several times crossing the Fields, 
she heard a voice, Uiat she took to be Martha Carriere^ 
and it seem'd ss if it was over her head. The voice told 
her, $he ehouhl within t*co or three daye he poieoned. 
Accordingly, within such a little time, one half of her right 
hand, became greatly swollen, and very painful ; as also 
part of her Face : whereof slie can give no aocount how 
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it came. It o<mtmued veiy bid for lome dayes; ind 
•evend timet aincei alie has had agreat pain in her breast ; 
and bean ap seised on her leggs, that she has hardly been 
aUe to go. Sheadded, that lately, gdng well to the Uoosa 
of God* Richard^ the son of Martha Carrier^ looked Teiy 
earnestly upon h«r, and immediately her hand, which had 
formerly been poisoned, as is aboYesaid, began to pain her 
greatly, and she had a stmnge Burning at her stomach ; 
but was then struck deaf, so that she could not hear any 
of the piayer, or singing, till the two or three last words 
of the Psalm. 

VIII. One fWer, who confessed her own share in the 
Witchcraft for which the Prisoner stood indicted, affirmed, 
that she had seen the prisoner at some of their Wiiek-meet" 
ing*t and that it was Uiis Cai'rief\ who perswaded her to 
bo a Witch. She confessed, that the Devil carry*d them 
oh a iH>le, to a Witch-mccting ; but the polo broke, and 
she hanging about Carrien neck, they both fell do\?n, and 
she theu received an hurt by the FaU, whereof she was not 
*t this very time recovered. 

IX. One Lary^ who. likewise confessed her share in this 
Witchcraft, now testify'd, tliat she and the prisoner were 
once Bodily present at a fFiieh-meetiny in Saletn VUlaye; 
and tliat slio know tlio prisoner to be a Witch, and to have 
been at a Diabolical sacrament, and that the prisoner was 
the undoing of her, and lior Children, by enticing them 
into tlio snare of the Du\il. 

X. Another lAicy^ who also Confesscil lior sliare in this 
Witchcraft, now testify'd, that the prisoner was at the 
Witch'Vieetin% in Sdlf'in ViUatje^ whore thoy hail Bread 
and Wine Administrcd unto them. 



XL In tha time of this prisonors TVial, ona Aismiia 
Skddom^ in open Court had her hands Uhaeeoontably t/d 
together with a wheel-band, so fast that without outtingi 
it c&Ud not be loooed : It was done by a Speetn; and the 
Sufferer affirmed, it was the PrUaMT$. 

MemaranduiH. This rampant Hag, Martha OanUr^ 
was the person, of whom the Confessions of the Witohes^ 
and of her own children among the rest^ agreed, That the 
Devil had promised her, she should be Qmssii of Beb. 



U AVINQ thus far done the Service imposed upon me; 
I will further pursue it by relating a few of those 
Matchless Cinuoannia, with which the WiUherafl now 
upon us, has entertained us. And I shall Report nothing 
but with Good Authority, and what I would invite all my 
Beadors to examine, while 'tii yet Fresh and New, that if 
there be found any mistake, it may be as willingly its- 
traded f as it was unwillingly Oomniiited. J 

L "Tis very Remarkable to see what an Impious and 
Impudent inntaium of Divine Things, is Apiihly affected 
by the Devil, in several of tliose matters, whereof the Con- 
fessions of our Witchw, and the Afflictions of our S^^^atr$ 
have informed us. 

That Reverend and Excellent Person, Mr. John Higgin- 
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Mi| inmyConyenationwith him^Onoe iiiTitadme to this 
BeflecUon; that the Indians whidheamo from far to aattto 
about Mexico^ were in their Piogreaa to that Settlemont| 
under a Conduct of the Z>m/, very strangely Emulating 
what the Blessed God gave to I$rad in the T^demess. 
ArotiOf is our Author for it, that the Devil in their Ido) 

* VHztijmltdit governed that mighty Nation. He com- 
*mi^nded them to leave their Country^ promising to make 

* them Lord9 over all the Provinces possessed by J^ix other 

* Nations of Indiansi and give them a Land abounding 
<with all precious Uiings. They went forth, carrying 
Uheir Idol witli them, in a Coffer of Beeditf supported 

* by Four of their Principal Prmt$ ; with whom he still 

< Di^KVUiiwl in secret, Revealing to them the SuccesseSi 
*and Accidents of their way. He advised them, when 

* to Matrh^ and where to Stay^ and without his Command- 

* meiit thoy moved not The first thing they did, wbere- 

* over thoy came, was to Erect a Tabernacle^ for their false 
'god ; which they set always in the midst of iheir Camp, 
'and they placed the Ark upon an Alter. AVhcn they, 
•Tiretl with pains, talked ot^ proeeetling no further in their 

* Journey, than a certain pleasant Stage, whereto they were 

< arrived, this Devil in one Night, horribly kill'd them that 
' had started this Talk, by pulling out their Uearts. And 
'so they i^asscd on till they came to Mexico.* 

Tlio Devil which then thus imitated wliat was'^in the 
Church of the Ofd Teitament^novf among U$ would Imitate 
the Affairs of the Qiurch in the New. Tlie WitcJ^e^ do say, 
that they form themselves much after the manner of Caf^ 
grfifotional Churchee; and that they have a Ba2>Nftn and a 



A«Mr, and OlfUme aaoog thm, abomiiiaUj Besem- 
bling tboae of our Lord. 

But there are many more ol theaa Bloody /miiaMofi^ if 
the Confessions of the WMhm are to be Beoeived; which 
I oonfss^ ought to be but with very muehOantion. 

What is their stricking down with a fieioeJLool^r What 
is their making of the Afflicted Bise» witha touch of their 
Band 1 What is their Transportation thro* the Air 1 
What is their Travelling in ;E^ri<, while their Body is cast 
into a Trancet What is their causing of Cattk to run 
mad and perish t What is their Entring their Names in a 
Bookt What is their coming together from aU parts, at 
thesoundofalVtiivi^r What is their Appearing some- 
times Cloathed with Light or Fire upon them I IMiat is 
their Covering of themselves and their InstrumenU with 
ImrieHnlUyt But a Blasphemous Imitation of certain 
Thingi recorded about our Saviour or Hii Prophets, or the 
Saints in the Kingdom of Qod. ^. 

A SiooHD CuBioaim. 

IL In all the Witchcraft which now Grievously Vexes 
us, I know not whether anything bo more unaecounUbIa, 
than the Trick which the Witches have to render them- 
selves, and their Tools Inoieible. Wiieheraft seems to be 
the Skill of Applying the PlaMtie Spirit of the World, 
unto some unlawful purposes, by means of a Confederacy 
with JBM Sphite. Yet one would wonder how the Evil 
Spirite themselves can do some things ; especially at Inr 
vieibHinng of tlie Grossest Bodies. I can tell the Name 
of an Ancient Autlior, who pretends to show the loay, how 
a man may come to walk about ImneiUe^ and I can tell the 
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KiiM of another Andent Auihoi^ who protends to Explode 
ihatwaj. BatlwillnotepeektoopUinlyLestlihonld 
nnaweiee IV>iion aome of my iZaodei^ aa the pione JJeii^ 
fim did one of hia Pypa$^ when he only hy way of Diyer* 
aion recited a Spdl^ which, they had said, woaU cure 
Agu^. Thia much I will say ; The notion of piocuring 
InviiibUOy^ by any Natural Btpedieni^ yet known, ia I 
Believe, a meer Puntism ; How far it may be obtained 
by a Magical SaeramenU is best known to tiie Dangerooa 
Knaves that have try'd it But our Witchea do aeem to 
have got the knack : and this is one of the Things, that 
make me think, Witchcraft will not be fully understood, 
until the day when there shall not be one Witch in the 
World. 

There arc certain people very Dofpnaticai about these 
matters ; but FU give them only these three Bonos to pick. 

First, One of our bewitched people, was cruelly assaulted 
by a Spectre^ that, she said, ran at her with a Spindle : tho' 
no body else in the Room, could see either the Sj^re or 
the (fpifulle. At lost, ia her miseries, giving a snatch at 
the Si)ecti'e^ she puU'd the Bjnmlle away, and it was no 
sooner got into her hand, but the other people thou present, 
beheld, tliat it was indeed a Real, Proper, Iron Epimlle^ 
belonging they know to whom ; which when thoy lock'd up 
very safe, it was nevertheless by Demons unaccountably 
stole away, to do further mischief. 

Secondly, another of our bewitched people, was liaunted 
with a most abusive Specti^ which came to her, alio said, 
with a ihcet about her. After she had undergone a deal 
of Tease, from the Annoyance of the Spectre^ slie gave a 
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Tkdent anateh at the sheets that waa upon it; whofetiom 
•he tote a oomeri which in her hand immediately became 
FWUf to a Roomful of Spectators ; a palpable Oomer ol 
a Sheet Her Father^ who waa now holdbg her, eateh^d 
that he might keep what hia Daughter had so strangely 
aieaed, but the unseen Spectre had like to have poll'd hia 
hand off, by endeavouring to wrsat it from him ; however 
he aUU held it, and I auppoae has it, still to show; it being 
but a few hours ago, namely about the beginning of thia 
October^ that this Accident happened ; in the family of one 
Pitman^ at Manchesttr. 

Thirdly, A young man, delaying to procure Teatimonials 
for his Parents, who being under confinement on suspicion 
of Witchcraft^ required him to do that service for them, 
was quickly pursued with odd Inconveniences. But once 
above the Rest, an Officer going to put hia Brand on the 
''Homsof some Oo/m, belonging to these people, which tho 
he had sies'd for some of their debts, yet he was willing 
to leave in their possession, for the subsistanoe of the poor 
Family ; this young man help'd in holding the Cows to be 
thus branded. The throe first Cowe he held well enough ; 
but when the hot Brand was dap'd upon the Fourth, he 
mnc\l and shrunk at such a Ratc^ as that he could hold 
the Cow no longer. Being afterwards Examined about it, 
he confessed, that at that very instant when the Brantl 
entered the Coufe Hom^ exactly the like burning Brand 
was clap'd upon his own Thigh; where he has expoeed 
the lasting marks of it, unto such as asked to see them. 

Unriddle these Things,— A Erie mihi nuMgnue Apollo. 
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m. UaI>iopaf/iiiioe«i<J72^ae{ahouldbeihed,iAtlie 
FiOBaeutionof the TTJfefti^iVti among ui, how unbappj tie 
wa I For which caose, I cannot axpiess myself in better 
term8| than those of a most Worthy Person, who lives near 
the present Center of these things. TKb Mini of Ood in 
(km mattery i* to be eanfuUy lookt into, with duo (Xr- 
eunupedion, that Satan docoioe m not with hi$ Dooieeo, 
mho tram/orm hinudf into on Angd of Light, and may 
pretend justice and yet intend mischief. But on the other 
side, if the storm of Justice do now fall only on the Heads 
of those guilty Witchee and Wretrhee which have defiled 
our Land, How Hapjnf I 

The Execution of some that have lately Dyed, has been 
immediately attended, with a strange Deliveiauce of some, 
that had lain for many years, in a most sad Condition* 
under, they knew not whose eoil hande. As I am abun- 
dantly satisfy'd. That many of the Self-Murders com- 
mitted here, have been the effects of a Cruel and Bloody 
Witchcraft, letting fly Demone upon the miserable Seneca*$; 
tlius, it has been admirable unto me to see, how a devilish 
Witcha-afl, sending Devils upon them, has driven many 
poor people to Despair, and persecuted their minds, with 
such Buzses of Atheietn and Blasphemy, as has made them 
even run distracted mth Terrors : And some long Bou^d 
donm under such a spiiit oj Jt^iinity, have been mar- 
vellously Recovered upon the death of the Witches. 

One Whetford particularly ten years ago, challenging 
of Bridget Bishop (whose Trial you have hod) with steel- 
ing of a Spoon, Bishop threatned her very direfully : pre- 






eently after this^ was TFM/oniin theKigH and in her 
Bed, visitedby BiAop, withone Farhsr, who makingthe 
Boom lightat their coming in, therediscoursed of sevend 
misehiebtheywonldinflictupcmher. At last they pull*d 
her out^and carriedher unto the Seaside, there to droisn 
her ; but she calling upon Ood, they left her, tho* not 
withoutBxpressionsof their Fury. From that very time, 
ihispoor WhetfMl wasutterly spoilt^ andgrewaTempted, 
Froward, Crazed sort of a Woman; a vexation to her sel^ 
and all about her; and many ways unreasonable. In this 
DistraoUonshelay, till those women were Apprehended, 
by the Authority; then she began to mend; and upon 
their Execution, was presently and perfectly Becovered, 
from the ten years madness that had been upon her. 

A Fourth Cvbiositib. 
IV. Tis a thousand pitties, that we should permit our 
Eyes, to be so Blood-shot with passions, as to loose the 
sightof many wonderful things, wherein the Wisdom and 
jQstieeorGod,woiiIdbeGloriiyd. Some oT those thfaigs^ 
are the ftequeot Sppantionf of Ghosts, wheceby many 
Old ifttttlirni amofllg us, come to be eonsiderel An^' 
among many histanees of this Und, I wiU sb|^ out one, 
which concerned a poor man, latdy Prest unto Death, 
because of his Refusing to Pleatl for his life. I shall 
make an Extract of a Letter, which was written to my 
Honourable Friend, Samud Sewal, Esq. ; by Mr. Put- 
man, to this purpose ; 

'The Last Night my Daughter Ann, was grievously 
^ Tormented by Witches, Threatning that ahe should be 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



- ' _ . ijw t^wg^wBiipi M^g yjp 




•"/ 



t 



lee 



THE WONDERS OF 



\ 



',■1 



!>> 



1 



i ' 



*Pm9$i to Death, beforo fiVto O^y. Bat thro' tho 
'Goodmit of a Oraoioua God, she bad at last a little Be- 
' spite. WheieupoQ there appeared unto her (she said) a 

• Man in a Winding 8heet| who told her that Oilm Gary 
*had Mnidered him, by Pnamg him to Death with his 
*Feet ; but that the Deyil there appeared unto him, and 
'Covenanted with him, and promised him, J7« $h(mld not 
*he Hanged. The Apparition said, Ood Hardned his 

• heart; that he should not hearken to the Adviee of the 

• Court, and so Dy an easy Death; because as it said. It 
^rnuit be dime to him aehehae dime to me. The Appari- 

• tion also said. That GOee Cory, was cany'd to the Court 
*for this, and that the Jury had found the murder, and 

• that her Father knew the man, and the thing was done 

• before she was bom. Now Sir, This is not a little strange 

• to us ; that no body should Remember these things, all 

• the while that Gilee Owy wss in Prison, and so often 
•before the Court. For all people now Remember very 

• well, (and the Records of tho Court also mention it,) That 
•about Seventeen Years ago, Oitee Cbry kept a man in his 

• House, that was ohnost a Natural Fool : which Man Dy 'd 
•suddenly. A Jury was impennel'd upon him, among 
*whom was Dr. ZerobbaM Endieot ; who found the man 

• bruised to Death, and having dodders of Blood about his 

• Heart. The Jury, whereof several are yet alive, brought 

• in tho man Murdered ; but as if some Enchantment had 

• hindred the Prosecution of tho Matter, the Court Pro- 

• ceedod not against Oilee Cory, tho' it cost him a great deal 
' of )[ony to get off." Thus the Story. 
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"^BE Jtrnwend emi Worfkfy AiMm^ haviny at a# 
Directum of hie MXOMLLMNOT the Cheemmr. 
eof» OHiged the PMiek^ as to give eome Aeeoimt of 
the a^fsHngibralH|ht^qm the Ckmnirey by Wi^ 
Mdt/the TVyale which have paeeed uptm eeverat Eko- 
eutedjbr the Same : 

Upon P^rueal thereof. We find the mattere of Fact 
and JSvidenee, Truly reported. And aProtpectgivenof 
the Methods of Conviction, ueed in the Froceedinge of the 
Court at Salem. 



Boston, Octob. 11. 
1692. 



William Stoughton. 
Samuel SewalL 



j^UT is Hew-Snytand the only Christian Countiey, 
that hath undeigonesueh Diabolical Molestationst 
No^ there are other Good people, that have in this way 
been harassed ; but none in circumstances more like to 
Oiii*i^thaiithepeopleofGod,in&c0e(ttaiuf. The story is 
a very Famous one; and it comes tospeak English by the 
Acute Pen of tbe Excellent and Renowned Dr. Homeck. 
I shall only single out a few of the more Memorable pas- 
sages therein Occuring; and where itagrees with whathap* 
pened among ourselves, my Reader shall undsntand, by 
myinsertinga Wordof eveiysacfa thbgin ttlack Irtter. 
L It was in the Tear 1669 and 1670, That at ifoAra 
In amedtand, the SebtUlbythehelpof 8Stitctr0,eoni. 
mitted a most horrible ootnga. Among other Instances of 
HelliBhTyninythereexercised. Onewas,tliatbundredsof 
their Childron, were usuallyinthenightfetched from their 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



x./...:rT- 



■/ 



■i. 






:> 






ii; 



168 



TES WOHMBS OF 



Lodgfalgi^ to a DbbdHed Raadcffooi^ at % plMe tbcjr 
oOM, iMoetelo, where the MoiMtert that to Spirited t^ 
fCfm^ll them al) manner ofWajs to SUWOCiatr with 
them. Te% euch was the periDons Growth of this Wiuk^ 
trafit that Persons of Qualitj b^gsa to send their COiildren 
into other Countries to avdd it 

II. The lahabitsnts hsd esmestlj sought Ood by 
draper ; and 9rt their AfflietioQ Cotlttnueli. Where- 
upon 9utigr0 hsd a Special Comm<00ion to find and 
root ou t the Hellish Grew ; and the rather, becsuse another 
Cojon^ in the Kingdom, whieh hsd been so molested, was 
delivered upon the Execution of the W%iehf9. 

III. The <(^iamt1iation, was begun with a Dsy of 
jj^umtliatior ; appointed by Authority. Whereupon the 
Commissioners <{ton0U|tt1l9, how they might resist such a 
Dangerous Flood, the i^Uffmng <St)inirm, were first 
E i a min ed ; and tho' th^ were Questioned ^Xit by ^Xit 
apart, yet their JBecUiratlOIUI fill flgmb. The 
SSitr||f0 Accus'd in these Declarations, were then Ex- 
amined ; and tho' at first they obstinately JBmir1l,7et at 
length many of them ingeniously (SoitfrBSrb the Truth of 
what the child»en>isd ssid ; owning with. Tears, that thtf 
Srbil, whom they call'd Lochia, had 3topt their 
lBOtttt|0; but ho being* now QKoitf from them, they 
eouM No longer (Soncral the Businte. Tho things. 
hf them flcfcnoUlirbgrb, most wonderfully Slgmtl with 
whst other Witches, in other places had ecmfessed. 

IV. They confesred, that they did use to (Sail upon 
the Slebli, who thereupon would CattS them awi^, orer 
the Tops of Houses, to a Green Meadow, where they gave 
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aatohim. €MyoMortbsBSidd,TlMiti 
tioM the 2)^mI on^ took away her fttCflltttt laaviag her 
ISatSootbegronad; bat she wwtatotber tines III Itollff 

loo. 

y. Their manner wsa to eone faito the fS^nOtn of 
people, and fetdi away their diildrsa QpoB Besst%oftha 
Derils profiding: promising jTilir tflMtflf and other 
Fine Things unto them, to inveigle them. They ssid, 
they noTer had power to do thus, till of bite; but now the 
I \ DevU did HUgue and Vrat th^ if tbqr did not grstifie 
him, in this piece of Mischief. They said, thqr made use 
ofallsortoofingtramflltlinfheirJOumqrsI Of^m^ 
ofi0ra0t0,of ^POfrtS; the Jtfimthqr commonly laid asleep 
at the place, whereto thqr rode them ; and if the chil- 
dren mentioned the fiMMB of them that sUde them 
away, they were miserably ScurSf 1i for it, until some of 
them were killed. The ^uUgft found tiia msrks of tiie 
Lsshes on some of them; but the Witches ssid, Ctq^ 
bUOlini QtticUl^ bani0(. Moreover the Children would 
be in flange ;^itflt after thqrwere brooi^t Home flrooi 
these Trsnsportations. 

VL The iFinrt Cfimg, thqr ssid, thqr were to do at 
^/oeihcfa, was togive themselves unto the Devil, and Vote 
that they would serve him. Hereupon, they rut t^M 
irmgfr0,and witii ISIOOb writtheir ^amiHin his ISook. 
And he also csused them to be i0aptl0eb by "Qdi |ltlf0tt, 
as he hsd, in this Horrid company. In Mmr of them, tho 
iQartt of the cut iFingeC was to be found ; they said, 
that the Devil gave l^Srat and Brink, as to Them, so to 
the Children they brought with them: that afterwards 
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their Oattom. was to Damce betbret.Um; tad Miar and 
Ifiimmoti horribly; thajrftid, that the DofflibowVltiMiii 
a great, Frightftil, Oniel Drofom, telling thenii It tl|f9 
COnferarll OltS Cfling, he would let looie that Oieat 
DeTOnponthem; tbqradded,thattheDeTflhadatf|ltrcf(^ 
and thai when Uie JttligfS were eoDiin& he told theniilr 
tMltm till tdfm all ; and that some oT them had 
ftttrmirteli to fSLutbtt tte ^utigf*, hot amlb not 

VII. Some of the O^iRlceil, talked moeh of a OSS^ttr 
flngel^ which did use to ^OXhii them, what the Devil had 
bid them to do, ondflgsuCf them that theae doings would 
^Ot lost lOQS ; but that what had been done was per- 
mitted for the wickednett of the Peeple. Thia Q2Ef|ttf 
ftngel, would eometimea rescue the Children, from Gotllf 
in, with the Witches. 

VIII. The Witches e(mftssed many miachiefr done by 
them, dedaring with what kind of StlCfiantetl Cool0» 
they did their ITischieik. Th^ sought eq)ecially to fciUtt)r 
iBinWtf r of Elfdalt^ but could not But some of them 
said, that such as thqr wounded, would i0r Crcobrtrtl^ 
upon or before their Execution. 

IX. The Sttbgrg would fisdn have seen them show 
some of their CcicftH ; but thqr Unanimously dedared. 
tbat» SbiXUt ftrs tiati COnffaWell, all, they fimnd all their 
CiSitcllCCaft gone; and the Devil then flppeatfll becp 
ITrmblr unto them, threatning with an Iron ^Ortt, to 
thrust them into a Burning Pit, if they penisted in their 
Confession. 

X. There weie diseotered no less than ihrt$9cort and 
im Witcfaea in One Village, t^X^ 9^}i ttomtH of which 
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The wit, (©llf pwtoBdfaf ihe WMtrlth Obfld) w«» •*» 
to FaUmta, wbmitMak^llMi vm afEanraids anwted. 
Jfifteen ChildieD,whieh codImniI thcmaelTMengigediii 
this Witcheiy dyed M the !«». SixtndThu^jrafthMii 
between miie end m«a«»yeM» of Age, who h«l been leee 
gdlty,weiefoicedtotantheG»ntlet,«ndbe leahed on 
their hende once e Week, for • yew together j twenty 
morewhohadleesincliiwtiontotheeelnfemia enteiptiate 
vera lashed with Bode upon their Hands for three Sun- 
days together, at the Chuioh door j the number of the 
MdneedOhildi«ii,waa about three hundred. TUaeoun^ 
together with ^U^m, in aU the Ohurehea thiof the King- 
dom, issued in the daUfaianee of the Ckwnt^. 
XI. The most AccomplishedDr.fli»Mi«rfc insotta amoefc 
wise caution, iu his preface to this Kanativo, says he, 
then M no Pte6/ie Oalamitjf, but •<»«« t7/ people, mtt $en« 
themtelvet of the tul providenee, and make ueeo/Ufor 
their own ends ; at Thieves when an h<mte or town ie on 
Fire, wilt eteai what they eon. And he mentions a Ee- 
matkaUe Story of a young Woman, at 5toc*AoJm, in the 
year ie76,WhoaccusedherownMotherofbeiiigaWitoh; 
and swore poeiUvely, that she had carriedlier awayin the 
Night ; the poor Woman waa burnt upon it : professing 
her innuoency to the last. But tho' she had been an lU 
Woman, yet it aftorwaids prov'd that she waa not 
eueh an one ; for her Daughter came to the Judge^ with 
hideousLamentoUons,ConfossincbThatshe had wronged 
her Mother, out of a wicked spito against her ; where- 
upon the Judges gave order tot her Execution too. 
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Bat^ to mudh of thete things; And, now, Lord; fnofo 
ihm Labours of Ay Servant, ProjUoNe to Ay P^cph. 

MaTTIR OxITTBO in TDK Teiau. 
NmiTKBi matches have been Executed at Nem-BngtoMd^ 
xme of them was a Minister, and two Hinisten moie aie 
Aocua'd. There is a hundred Witches more in Prison, 
which broke Prison, and about two Hundred more are 
Accused, some Men of great Estates in Am/oh, have been 
Aocus'd for Witchcraft. Those Hundred now in Prison 
accus'd for Witches, were Committed by fifty of themselves 
being WiieheB, some of Boston, but most about Saletn, and 
theTowns Adjacent Mr. Increase Mather has Published 
M Book about Witchci^, occasioned by the late Trials of 
Witches, which will be speedily printed in London by John 
Dunton. 



THE DEVIL DISCOVERED. 

8 Cor. U. II. We are not Ignorant of his DEVICES. 
QUR Blessed Saviour has blessed us with a counsil, as 
Wbokbme and as Needful as any that can be given 
nsb uiMattK. 26. 41. Weteh and Pray, thatyeeEfUer not 
into Temptation. As there is a Tempting FTesh, and a 
Tempting World, which would seduce us from Our Obe- 
•dienee to the Laws of God, so there is a Busy Deeit, who 
is by way of Eminency called. The Tempter; because by 
him, the Temptation of the Flesh and the World are 
jnanaged. 
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It is not One DeoU alone, that has Omuilng or Fbwer 
«noa^ to i^ply the Multitodss of Ten^^lations, whereby 
Mankin4 it daily diverted from the Servioe of Qod ; No^ 
the Bijih Places of Our Air, are Swarming fufl of those 
Wicked Spirits, whose Temptations tiouUe us; they are 
so many, that it seems no less than aXej^tbn, ormore than 
twelve thousands may be spared, for the Vexation of one 
miserable man. But because those Apostate Angels^ are 
all United, under one Infernal Monarch, in the Designs of 
Mischief, tis in the Singular Number, that they are spoken 
of. Now, the DevH, whose Malice and Envy, prompts 
him to do what he can, that we may be as unhappy as 
himself^ do's ordinarily use more Fra^d, than Force, in his 
assaulting of us ; he that assaiVd our First Ptoents, in a 
Serpent, will still Act Like a Serpent, rather than a Lion, 
in prosecuting of his wicked purposes upon us, and for us 
to guard against the Wiles of the Wicked One, is one of 
the greatest cares, with which our God has charged us. 

We are all of us liable to various Temptations every 
day, whereby if we are carried aside from the strait Paths 
of Righteousness, we get all sorts of wounds unto our selves. 
Of Temptations, I may say, as the Wise Man said, of Mor^ 
tality; there is no discharge from that tear. The DecHs 
fell hard upon both Adams, nor may any among the Chil* 
dren of both, imagine to be excused. The Son of God 
Himself, had this Dog of Hell, barking at Him ; and much 
more may the Cliildren of Men, look to be thus Visited ; 
indeed, there is hardly any Temptation, but what is, Chm* 
nwn to Man. When I was considering, how to spend one 
Hour in Raising a most Effectual and Profitable Breasts 
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mrk^ ■gainst ihainioKls of tbis Eoemy, I pnoetvtd it 
would be doDfl^ bj % abort anawor to tbia. 

Cabi. 

What an ihcu Unua Methoda t^ Temptatioii, itith 
«i]|te& the Pmen of Darknesi dp attatiU the OhUdtm of 

The <JoHnlh,itm$t baving upon the ApoaUea DitectioD, 
Exoommtmioated one of their Society, who bad married 
bia Motbe^in•Law, & thi^ aa it ia thought, while hia own 
Father was Living too; the Apoetle encouragea them to 
Re-admit that man, upon hia very deep and ahaip Bt' 
pentanee. He gives divers Reasons of his propounding 
this unto them ; whereof one is, Lett Satan thouUl <jet ad- 
vantage of them; for, bad the man miscarried, under any 
Rigour of the Sentence continued upon him, after bis Be- 
jtetOanee, 'tis weU if the Church itself had not quickly faUen 
to pieces thereupon ; besure, the Success of the Gospel had 
been more than a litUe Incommoded. The ApoeUe upon 
this occasion intimates. That Satan has his Devicet ; by 
which word are meant. Artifices or Contrivances used for 
the DeeeiviHg of those that are Treated with them well, But 
what shaU tee do that we may come to this Corinthian 
Attainment, We are not Ignorant o/ Satan's Devieett [Non 
etdm homini Oontingit.] 

Truly, the Devil has Mille Noeemli Artee ; end it wiU 
be impossible for us, to run over all the Stratageme 
and Polieiet of our Adversary. I ehaU only attempt 
a few Observations upon the TemptcUum of oar Lord 
Jesus Christ: who was Temfted tn all Uiinye like 
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Mto m^ Msqrf tm cm Sim. VHauk w% tmd ttit Tmt^ 
toHom of <mr Loid Jama Christy in tint Fourth CShipter 
of MoUkim Tbeie, Thaiioe^ • jou will nndeitteiidt what 
was once counted to diflleolt; Byen, Th$ wojf of m 8m* 
fmd tipofi ih$ Bock. Thefe an oartain Anoiant and 
Famoua Mdhodi which the DcTil in hia TcmpMicm^ 
doaa moaily accualoiiie himaalf unto ; which ia not ao much 
from any Bamnnoaai or Sluggiahneaa in the Devil, bat 
bocaoae be haahadtheBncouTagement of a, Prchaimn e$t^ 
upon those horrid Methoda. How did the Devil aaaanlt 
the Firat Adam t It was with Temptationa drawn from 
Ptcacurc and ProJUf and Honour^ which, as the Apoetle 
notes, inlJoh.2. 16, are, All that iiinihc World. With 
the very same temptations, it was, tliat he fell upon the 
Second Adatn too. Now, in those Templatiom^ yon will 
see the more Usual MetJunU^ whereby the DevO would be 
Ensnaring of ua ; and I beseech you to attend unto the fol- 
lowing Admonitions, as those Wattiingc of Ood, which the 
lives of your souls depend upon your taking of. 

There were especiaily Three Bcmarkable Assaults of 
TemfiiatianSf which the DevU it seems, visibly made upon 
our Lord ; after he had been more invisibly for Forty dayes 
together Tempting of that Holy One ; and we may make 
a few distinct Reinarkc upon them all. 

§ The first of our Lords three Temptationa ia thua re* 
lated, in Mai. 4. 3. He teat oil Hungry ; and when the 
Tempter came to Aim, he eaiil^ If thou be the Son of Ood^ 
Oommand that tJicse Stance be inade Bread. 

From whence, take these Bemarke. 

L The Devil will ordinarily make our Conditioner to be 
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th6AdYiiitege8othiirempta<f0iii. Whea our Loid WM 
Him^,tli«iil»iwl/ l^twrf/ ihtUl^iUtlioCiyof hii 
TemptaUon ; the DeTil pats him upoii ft wrong ttepi for the 
gettbgof-DwKl. There ii no Condition, but whathMin- 
deed some flwv^ awoiniHmj^ o/«; and the Devfl me^ 
whatit ia, that we are Hunffry /br. One mana Condition 
mikeahimfTiiiH^forPrefennentaiOrEmptoymentaiano^ 
nuins makes him Hunger for Cash or Land, or Tiade; 
another mans makes him Hwigmrtot Merriments, or Diyer- 
sions: And the Condition of eTery Afflicted Man, makes 
him Eung^ with Impatience for Deliverance, Now the 
Devil will be turetosuithisPerswasionswithourCiMirffWtmf. 
Wlienhc has our Condition to speak with him, & for him, 
then thinks he, low* mre thi$ mmwiUnow hearken to my 
PiV^eeah I Hence, if men are in Proeperiiyt the Devil 
will tempt them to Forgctfulness of Ood; if they axe in 
Adveniiyt he will tempt them to Murmuring at God j in 
all the expressions of those impieties. Wise Agttr was 
aware of this; in Prw. 80, 9. says he, if a man be iW/, 
he shaU be tempted, to deny Qod, and $ay, who ie the 
Lord f if a man be Poor, he shall be tempted, to iteal^ and 
take the Name of Ood in vain. The DevU wiU talk suit- 
•Wy ; if you ponder your Conditions, you may expect you 
phall be tempted agreeably thereunto. 

II. The Devil does often manage his TemptaHone^ by 
nigiiig of our NeceeriHee. Our Lord, vcgs thus by the 
DevUbawl'd upon; Yon fvant Bread, and yon'n etarve, if 
in wiy way you (/ei it not. The Devil will show some for- 
bidden thing unto us, and plead concerning it, as of Bread 
we use to say, it nnut be hml Neeeaity has a wonderful 



^^. 



compulsion in it Yon may see what Neeeeelty will do^ If 
you tead inBent. S8. 56. 3%e tender emd the delieate 
Woman aummg yon, horeye ehatt be eeU lomarde Ihe 
Children thai ehe ehatt te|r, fbr ehe ehatt eai them for 
want of all thinye. The Devil will perswade ua that there 
is a ilTeMMi/y of our doing what he does propound unto us ; 
and then tho' the JLatMof Godaboutuaweresomany Watte 
of Stcme, yet we shall bresk through them alL That littie 
inconvenience, of our coming to b^ our Bread, 0, whata 
fearful Representation does the Devil make of it I and when 
once the Devil scares us to think of a sinful thing, fl 9niii< &s 
done, we soon come to think, it may be done. When the 
Devil has frighted us into an Apprehension, that it is a 
Needful thing which we are prompted unto, he prosenUy 
Engages all the Faculties of our Souls, to prove, that it may 
be a Lawful one; the Deril told Eeau, You'tt dye if you 
don't eett your Birthright ; the DevU told Aaron, You'U 
pull all the jieople about your eare, if you do not counte- 
nance their eupeiiditione ; and then they comply'd imme- 
diately. Yea, sometimes if the Devil do but feign a 
Necessity, he does thereby Oniii the Hearts of Men ; he 
did but feign a Need, when he tokl Saul, the Catta $nuet 
be epaml, and die eacrifi^e nmet be preeipiiated,ti he does 
but feign a Need, when he tells many a man, if you done 
eermle work on the Sabbath-day, and if you don't Bob 
Ood of hie et^eniny, you'll neeer euheiet in the world. All 
the denials of God, in the World, use to be from this Fallacy 
imposM upon us. It never can be necessary for us to 
violate any Negative Commandment in the Law of our 
God ; where God says, thou Aalt not, we cannot upon any 
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pMtanoe reply, I tMtii<. But the Devil will pat ft mort 
ibnnidable and trtoninhing face U neoeMityupaamMiy of 
thoee AbomifiaiU iking$, wkkh are kate^ to the iOiU €f 
Ood. Hell say nothing to uaabouti the one thing need- 
ful; but the petite and the sony Needncti oi thia world, 
hell aet off with moat Bloody Ckdoura of Neceeeitf/. He 
will not aay, 'tu neeeaaryfor you to fnaintain thefawmr 
o/your Ood, and $eeure the welfare of your Soul ; but hell 
say, *ti$ necessary for you to keepin tnih your Neighbours ; 
and thai you and yours may have a good Liang among 
ihem. 

IIL The Devil does insinuate his most Horrible Tmmh 
toHons, with pretence, of much Friendship and Kindness 
for u& He seemed very unwilling Uiat our Lord should 
want anything that might be comfortable for him ; but, he 
was a DecU atill I The Deinl flatters our Mother Eve, as if 
he was desirous to make her more Happy than her Maker 
did ; but there was the Devil in that flattery. Sub Amid 

fallere Nonien, to Salute men with profers to do all 

manner of Service for them ; and at the same time to Stab 
them OS Joab did Abner of old ; this is just like the Devil, 
and the Detil truly has many Children that imitate him 
in it Some very Aflectionate Things were spoken once 
unto our Lord ; Loitl, be it far from thee, that thou 
shou!dest suffer any T)vuble I But our Lords Answer was, 
in Molt. IC. 33. Qei thee behind nw, Satan. The Devil 
will say to a man, / tcould Jiave thee to Consult thy otvn 
Interest, ami I tcould have TroiMe to be far from thee. 
He speaks these Fair Things, by the Moutlis of our pro- 
fessed Friends unto us, as he did by the Tongue of a 
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Speekled Snake unto our Deluded Faienta at the ink But 
all thia while, *tia a Direetkm that haa been wisely given 
na; When he speaks flodr. Believe him noi^ fathers are 
eema Aheminaiions in his Heart 

TV. Things in themselves Attaieable and Oommieni, 
are oftentimes turned into sore Ten^jdalians by the Devfl. 
He pressed our Lord unto the making of Bread; Why, 
that very thing waa afterwards done by our Lord, in the 
Miradea of the Loaves ; and yet it is now a motion of the 
Deva, Pray, makethysdfa Little Bread. The Devil will 
frequently put men by, from the doing of a seasonable 
Duty; but how t Truly by putting us upon another Dirfy, 
whichmaybeatthatjunctureamost Unseasonable Thing. 
It is said in Bed. 8. 6. A Wiss Mans heart discerns both 
Tifne and Judgment. The lU^ming of good Things, 
is One of the chief Intregues, which the Devil has to 
Prosecute. The Devil himself, will ^gg us on to many a 
Duty; and whysot But because at that very Time a more 
proper and Useful Duty, will have a Supersedeas given 
thereunto. And, thus there are many ThingSi whereof 
we can say, though no more ,than this, yet so much as this, 

They ai'e Lawful ones, by which Lawful Things Peri- 

mus Otpmes. Where shall we find that the Devil has laid 
our most fatal Snareat Truly, our Snares arson the Betl, 
where it is Lawful for us to Sleep ; at the Board, where 
it is Lawful for us to Sit ; in the Cup, where 'tis Lawful 
to Drink ; and in the Shops, where we have Lawful Busi* 
ness to da The Devil will decoy us, unto the utmost 
Edge of the Liberty that is Lawful for us ; and then one 
Little push, hurries us into a Thm^gression against the 

k3 
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LcmL And tbe DeMhy InTiting ua to ft Lawfid things 
§i A wiODgtiiM for it^ LiyM ut under farther Entengle- 
meat of Guilt before Ood. Tie Law/tU for People to uae 
BeereetioDt ; but in the Evening of Uie Lords Dej» or the 
Morning of any Day, how Enenaring are they I The 
/>09iZ then too commonly bean part in the Sport UPro- 
miicikmi Ikmeimg were Lawful; though almost all the 
Christian Churches in the World, have made a Scandal of 
it; yet f<» Persons to go presently from a Semum to a 
Danee^ is to do a thingi whidi Doubtless the Devil makes 
good Earnings of. 

V. To diitnut Oods Providence and Protection, is one 

of the worst things, into which the Devil by his Ten^fiatians 

would be hunying of us. He would fain have driven our 

Lord unto a Suspicion of Gods care about Him, said the 

Devil, rau ^My dy for lack of Bread, if you do not U>ok 

bdter after yournff, than God i$ like to do for you. It 

is an usual thing for Persons to dispair of Gods Fatherly 

Oar$ Concerning them ; they torture themselves withdis- 

incting and amazing Fears, that they sliall come to want 

before they dy ; Yea, they even say with Jonas, in Chap. 

% i. I am cast oitt of the sight of Ood ; He won't look 

after me I But it is the Devil that is the Author of all such 

MeknchoUy Suggestions in the minds of men. It is a 

thought that often raises a Feaver in the Hearts of Married 

Persons, when Cliaiges grow upon them ; Ood mil never 

le aUe in the uay of my Calling, to feed and eloalh all 

my LiUle Folks. It is a thought with which Aged persons 

are often tormented, Tho' Ood has all my dayes hitheiio 

mqtplied me, yet I shall be pimped with Stmits hefo$^ 1 
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eome to my Journeys end. lis a malieioiis Devil that 
laisee these J?vff siimMji^s in the hearts of Men. And 
sometim e s a distemper of Body affords a Lodging toe the 
Devil, from whence he shoots the cruel Bombs of such 
Fiery I%ougkts into the minds of many other persons. 
With such thoughtsdoestheDevilchoose to persecute us; 
because thereby we come to Forfeit what we Question. 
We Question the Care of ({^ ud so we ForfeU it, untU 
periiaps-the Devil do utterly drown us in Perdition. Our 
God says. Trust in the Lord, and do good, and veHly 
thou Shalt be fed. But the DevU says, donH you trust in 
Ood; be afraid that you shall not be fed; and thus he 
hinders men from the doing of Oood. 

VL There is nothing more frequent in the Temptations 
of Iho Devil, than for our Adoption to be doubted, because 
of our Affliction. When our Lord was in his Penury, then 
says the Devil, If thou be theSanofOod; he now makes 
an //, of it; Whatt the Son of Ood and not be aUe to 
Coinmand a Bit of Bread / Thus, when we are in wry 
AflOictive Circumstances, this will be the Devils Inference, 
Thou art not a Child of Ood. The Bible says in Heb. 
12. 7. If you are Chastened, it is a shrou^d sign that you 
eanU be Children. Since he can't Rob us of our Orare, 
he would Rob us of our Joy ; and therefore having Accused 
us unto God, he then Accuses God unto us. When Israel 
was weak and faint in the AVUdemcss, then did Amalek 
set upon them ; just so does the Devil set upon the people 
of God, when tlieir Losses, their Crosses, their Exercises 
have Enfeebled their Souls within them; and what says 
the Devil t Fen the same that was muttered in thi^ 
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tiiA Affli6tod/o^ l9notthi$th0Uprighinmi^tky Way»r 
Memember^ Ipraif fhee^ uiko ever peri$hed^ being Imiotentt 
If tJum wert a Ohild of Ood. He would never fbUaw thee^ 
Hiih euek Teetimoniee of Me Indignatum. This is the 
Logic of the Devil ; and he thus interrapts that patience, 
and that Chearfulness wherewith we should euffer the wQl 
ofOod. 

VIL To dispute the Divine Original and Authority of 
Oodi Word^ is not the least of those Temptaium with 
which the Devil troubles us. God from Heaven, hi^ 
newly said unto our Lord, thi$ in n^ Beloved San; but 
now the Devil would have him to make a dispute of it^ If 
thou be the Son ofOod. The Devil durst not be so Im- 
pudent, and Brasen fac'd, as to bid men use Pharaoke 
Langusge, fTho i$ the Loixt, that I should obey hievoicet 
But he will whisper into our £ar8, what he did unto our 
Mother Eve of old, It ia not (he Lard thaihalh epoken 
what you call hie Word. The Devil would have men say, 
unto the Setipfure^ what they said unto the Prophet^ in 
Jer. 43. 2. Thou speakeet falsely ; the Lord our God haih 
not eent thee to speak tchai thou sayetuntous; & he would 
fain have secret & cursed Mi9givings in our hearts, thai 
things are not altogether so as the Saipture has i-epi-esenied 
ihem. The Devil would with all his heart make one huge 
Bonefire of all the Bibles in the world; & he has got 
Millions of persecutors to assist him in the suppression of 
ihai miraculous book. It teas the Devil once in the tongue 
of a Papist, that cry'd out, A plague on this bible; this 
*tis ihai does all our mischief But because he can't Sup- 
press this Book, he sets himself, to Disg^uee it aU that he 
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can. Altho' the Seriptuie carries ito osm EMmoe with 
it| and be all over so puroi so greats so true, and so power- 
ful, that it is impossible it should proeeed from any but 
Ood akme; yet the Devfl would gladly bring some Discredit 
^pon it| as if it were but some JTiifiiafie Contrivance; 
Of nothing, is the Devil more desirousi than this; That we 
should not count, Chrid so precious, Heaxen so Glorious, 
HM so Dreadful, and Sin so odiousi as the Scripture has 
declared it 

I The Second of our Lords Three TempUtlons, is 
rekted after this manner, in Ho/. 4. 6, 6. Then the DevU 
taketh him iip, into the Holy City, and setteth him upon 
a Pinocle of the Tetnple; and saUh unto him, if than be 
the Son of Ood, east thy sOf down; for it is written, 
He shall give his Angds charge concerning thee, and in 
fheir hands, they shall bear thee up, lest ai any time thou 
dash thy Foot against a Stone. 

From whence take these Remarks. 

I. The places of the greatest Hdiness will not secure us 
from Annoyance by the Temptations of the Devil, to the 
greatest wickedness. When our Lord was in the Holy 
CV/y, the Devil fell upon him there. Indeed, there isnow no 
proper Holiness of Places in our Days; the Signs and Means 
of Gods more special Presence are not under the Gospel, 
t/d unto any certain places : Nevertheless there arc placee 
where we use to eiyoy much of God ; and where, altho* 
God visit not the Persons for the sake of the Places, yet 
he visits the Places forthe sake of the Persons. But| I am to 
tell you thattheDevil will visitthoseP/oretandbosti^sriems 
tl&ore. No Place, that I know of, has got such a Spell 
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upon it| as will always keep the Devil out The iteeUng^ 
Haum wherein we Assemble for the Worship of Qodi is 
fill'd with many Holy People, and many Holy Concerns 
eontinoally ; but if our eyes were so refined as the Servant 
of Uie Prophet had his of old, I suppose we should now see 
a Throng of Decih in this very place. The Apostle has 
intimatedi that Angels come in among us; there axe 
Angels [it seems that hark, how I Preaehf and how you 
Hear^ at this Hour. And our own sad Experience is enough 
to intimate, That the DeinU are likewise Itendevouxing 
here. It is Reported, in Job. 1. 5. When the Sons of Ood 
emne to present themselves before the Lord, Satan came 
ako among them. When we are in our Church-Assembliesi 
O how many DeciU^ do you imagine, croud in among us I 
There is a DeM iliat rocks on to Sleep, there is a Demi 
tfiat makes another to be thinking of, he scarce knows what 
himself; and there is a Devil^ that make another, to be 
pleasing liimself with wanton and wicked Speculations. 
It is also possible, that we have our Closets^ or our Studies^ 
gloriously perfumed with Devotions every day ; but alas, 
can we shut the Devil out of thom t No, Let us go where 
we will, we shall still find a Devil nigh unto us. Only, 
when wo come to Heaven, we shall be out of his roach for 
ever; O thou foul Devil ; we are goinrj where thou canst 
not come / He was hissed out of Paradise^ and shall never 
enter it any more. Yea, more than so, when the New 
Jerusaletn comes down into tlie High Places of our Air, 
from whence the Devil shall then be banislicd, there shall 
be no Devil wiihin the Walls of that Holy City. Amen^ 
JSven so Lord Jesus^ edine quickly 
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II. AnyotheraoknowIedgnients<rflheLoid Jesus Chrisii 
will be permitted by the Temptations of the Devil, ptovided 
those Acknowledgments of him, which are IVms and #W7, 
may be thereby prevented. What was it, that the Devil 
hurried our Lord Jesus Christ unto thaTopof the Temple 
fort Surely itoouMnotmeerlybetofindi^^sttpicai/any 
part of the Wilderness would have afforded Them. No^ 
it was radier to have Spectators. And why so. Why, the 
carnal Jews had an Expectation among them ; that Etias 
was to fly from Heaven to the Temple ; and the Devil 
seems willing, that our Lord should be er/d up for Elias^ 
among the giddy multitude ; or anything in the World, 
tho never so considerable otherwise, rather than to be re- 
ceived as the Christ of God. The Devil will allow his 
Followers to think very highly of the Lord Jesus Christ ; 

but he is very loUie to have them think. All. We r<;ad 
in Cell. 1. 19. It has pleased the Father^ that in him there 
should an fulness dwell. But it is pleasing to the Devil 
that we deny something of the Immense Fullness^ which 
is in our Lord. The Devil would confess to our Lord, 
Thou aii the Holy One of God / but then he claps in, Tliou 
art Jesus of Nazareth ; which was to conceal our Lords 
being Jesus of DetKUhem^ and so his being. The Tnm 
Messiah. All the Heresies^ and all the Persecutions, that 
ever plagued the Church of Ood, have still been, to strike 
at some Olory of our Lord Jesus Christ A Christ 
Entirely Acknowledged, will save the souls of them that 
so Acknowledge Him ; but, says the Devil, Whatever tides 

1 must not givs way to that. As they say. The Devi* 
Witches unable to utter all the I^sds Prayer 
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such System of ReUgion, without •omeDepfeTatioiia of it; 
thus the Devil will consent thst wemay makeft veiy huge 
Confession of the Lord Jesus Christ ; only he will bsfe us 
to deprave it^ at least in some one Important Article. 
Some one Honour^ some one Officei and some one Onli* 
fumee of the Lord Jesus Christy must be always left un* 
acknowledged by those that will do as the Devil would 
have them. ' 

XXL High SiaJtiom in the Church of God, lay men open 
to violent and peculiar TemptoHom of the DeviL When 
our Lord was upoi^ the Pinachf that is not the Fane^ or 
Spire^ but the Battlements of the l^emple^ there did the 
Devil pester him, with singular Molestations, and heiherein 
scoius to intend an Entanglement for the Jews, as well 
as for our Lord. Believe me they that stand High, cannot 
stand safe. The Devil is a iWuntx7, a mighty Hunter; 
and common or little Game, will not serve his Turn : he 
is a Leviathan^ of whom we may say, as in Job 41. 84. 
He behcliU all high things. Men of high Attainments, 
and Men of high Employments, in the Church of God, 
must look, like Peier^ to be more Sifted^ and like Paul^ to 
be more Buffeted than other Men. Ferunt Summoe Ful^ 

fHina Montee. ^Tlie Devil can raise " Storm, when God 

permittetli it, but as for those Men that stand near Heaven, 
the Devil will attack thorn with his most cruel storms of 
Thunder and Lightening. It was said, let him that eland- 
eth take heed ; but we may say. They that eland most hig\ 
hare cause to take most heed. The Devil is a Qoliah ; 
and when he finds a Champion^ hel be sure most fiercely 
to Combaie such a Man. He is for. Killing nuiny Birds 



with one stone; andheknowsthathe shall Under a work! 
of Chod^ and produce a worid of /B^ if onee he can bring 
a Man Eminently Stationed into his Toyla. Henee tb 
that the Minietere of God» are more dogg'd bj the Devil, 
than other persons are. EspedUly such Menisters^ as 
move in the highest Orb of ServieeaUeness; and most of 
all such ifiiiiMers as have qient many years in Laudable 
Endeavours to be serviceable; Those Ministers are the 
Stars of Heaven, at which the Tayl of the Dragon^ will 
give the meet sweeping and most stinging strokes; the 
Devil will find that for them, that shall make them Walk 
softly all their Days. These are the Men, that have 
creepled, and vexed the Devil more than other Men ; for 
. which the Devil has an old Quarrel with them. Neigh* 
hours, little do you think, what black Days of Mourning,, 
and Fasting, and Praying before the Lord, a Baging Devil 
does fill the lives of such Men of Ood withalL 

IV. The Devil will make a deceitful and unfaithful use 
of the Scriptures to make his Temptations forceablo. Whea 
the Devil Solicited our Lord, unto an evil things he quoted 
the Ninety First Pa^lm unto him, tho' indeed he fallaciously 
elip'd it, and maim*d it, of one clause veiy material in it. 
O never does the Devil make sudi dangerous Passes at us,, 
as when he does wrest our oicn Sieord out of our Hands, 
and push That upon us. We have to defend us, that 
Weapon in JCph. 6. 16. The Stcoixl of the Spirit; which ie 
the word of Ood; but when the Devil has that very Weapon 
to fight us with, he makes terrible work of it AVhen the 
Devil would poysou men with false Doctrines^ hel quote- 
Scriptures for them ; a Quaker himself, will have the First 
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Chapter of John always in his inout)i. When the Devil 
would pefswade men to vile Adkm^ hel qoote Scriptarea 
forthem ; hel eneoonige men to goon in Sin, by showing 
-ibenit where *tie aaidi The Lord is ready to Pardm. I 
aay this^ The one etotj of Davids Fall, in the Scrtpturoi 
has been made by the Devil an Engine for the Damnation 
^f many Millions. The Devil will fright men from doing 
those things, thatarSi Ma Things of their Peace \ but How t 
Hel turn a Scripture into a Scare-crow for them. The 
Devil will fright them from all constant Prayer to Qod^ by 
quoting that Scripture, The Sacrifice of the Wicletlt is an 
Abomination to the Loi'd ; the Devil will %ht them from 
the Holy 8up|)er of God, by quoting that Scripture, He 
thai Eats oiid Drinks unwoiihily^ Eats ami Drinis doin^ 
nation to himself. And thus the Devil will by some abused 
^ripture, Terrifie the Children of God ; the Scripture is 
written as we are told, For our Comfoii ; but it is quoted 
by the Devil for our terror. How many Godly Souls 
have bceu cast into sinful Doubts and Fears, by the Devils 
foolish glosses upon that Scripture, He that doubts^ is 
Damnetl; and that, the fearful shall hace their jtortion 
in the bwming lake : The DevU sometimes has play'd the 
Preacher^ but I say. Beware all silly SohIs when such a 
Fool is Preaching, 

V. Grievous and Pulling Hurries to Self Murder are 
none of the smallest outrages, which the Devil in his 
Temptations commits upon us. Why did the Devil say to 
•our Lord, Cast thy selfdown^ but in hopes that our Lord 
would have broke his Bones, in the fall t The Devil is an 
4)ld Murfherer; and he loves to Murder men ; but no 
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Murder givee him so mneh satisfaction, as ttiat wUeh at 
hia i n stiga t ion, men perpetrate upon themselvee. Wesee 
that such as are Bewitched and Possesssd by the Devil, do 
qnieUjlaj violent hamls upon themselves^ if they be not 
watched continually, and we see that when perMms have 
b^gun that VnmUural business of kitUng thmsehes, there 
is a Preternatural Stupendious Ph)digious Asd^ance, hj 
the Devil given thereunto. When people are going to 
Harm themselves, we eall upon them, like those to the 
JMot.in Adsli. 2S. Dothyssl/nohann/ Andwebave 
this Argument for it, It is the DevQ that is dragging of 
you to this mischief; but will you hdieee, wiUyouobey 
euehauoneastheDeMist What was it that made /iid^ 
to strangle himself t We read it was when the J^srA im 
in him. I suppose there are few self-murdei^rs, but what 
are first very strangely fallen into the Devils hands; and 
possibly, 'tis by some Extraordinary Discontent against 
God, or back-sliding from him, that the Devil first entred 
into those disturbed Souls. Indeed, some very great Saints 
of God, have sometimes had hideous Royls raised by the 
Devil in their minds ; untUl they have e'en eryM out with 
/oi, / choose strangling rather than Life ; and sometimes 
the ill Humours or Vapours in the Bodies of such Good 
Men, do so harbour the Devil that they have this woful 
motion every day thenoe made unto them; Tou tnust kilt 
your self/ you must / you must I But it is rarely any 
other than a Sa/ul, an Abimelek, an Achitojihel, or a Judas ; 
rarely any otlier, than a very Reprobate, whom the Devil 
can drive, while the man is Compos Mentis, to Consum- 
mate such a Villany. Yea, no Child of God, in his Right 
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8«itet ciiiga to Ikt in this impiety; M to be left without 
aU Time and Boom for true Bepe^ilanee of the Crime; tie 
iku$ donoi hj none hat those that go to the DeviL A 
$d/murdert acted by one that i« upon other aooounte a 
BeaaonaUe man, is but such an attempt of Revenge iqion 
the Qod that made him, as none but one full of the Devil 
can be guilty of. If any of you aie Dtagoon'd by the 
Devil, unto the murdering of your selvesi my Advice to 
you is, Disdoie ii^ Beveal U^ make U known immediately. 
One that Cut his own Throat among u% Bzpiied crying 
out, thatlhadtold / Othat IhadMd / Youmay spoil 
the Devil, if youl TeU what he is a doing of. 

YI. Presumptuous and Unwarrantable Triali of the 
Blessed Qod, are some of those things whereiuto the Devil 
would fain hook us with his Tenipiatume. This was that 
which the Devil would have brought our Lord unto^ even 
A tempting of (he Lord our Ood. It is the charge of our 
Ood upon us, in DeiU. 6. 16. Thou shalt not Tempt the 
Lord thy Ood. But that which the Devil TVJen, is, to put us 
upon Trying in a sinful way, whether Ood be such a God 
as indeed he is. Tis true as to the ways of Obedience, our 
God says unto us. Prove dm, in thou loayi; Try^ wlieiher 
I HwCt he 0$ Good as my Word. But then there are 
ways of Preeumption^ wherein the Devil would liave us to 
trie, what a God it is. With whom we have to do. The 
Devil would have us to trie the Purpose of God| about our 
selves or others ; but how t By going to the Dedl himself; 
by Consulting A^r6loger$^ or Fotiune Tellen; or perhaps by 
letting tlie Bible fall open, to see what is the first Sentence 
we light upon. The Devil would have us trie the I^feroy 
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otQod»bathow1 Bynunii^intolliaiviri^wlikhwebave 
no call unto. He would have ua trie the Poww of Qod; 
buthowi By looking for good thingi^ without the use of 
Means for the getting of them. He would have ua trie 
the Justice of God, but howt By venturing upon Sin in 
a Cwner^ with an Imagination that God will never bring 
us out He would have us trie the Pmnise of God; but 
howt by Limiting the Lord, unto such or such a way of 
manifesting Himself or else believing of nothing at alL 
He would have us trie the Threatning of God ; but howt 
By going on impenitently in those things, for which the 
Wraih of Ood cotnee upon the OhUdren of Dieobedienee. 
Thus would the Devil have us to affhmt the Majesty of 
Heaven every Day. . 

Vn. The Tetnjitaiioni of the Devil aim at puffing and 
bloating of us up, with Pride ; as much perhape as any 
one iniquity. The Devil would have had our Lord make 
a Vain glorioui Discovery of himself unto the World, by 
Flying in the atr, so as no mortal can. Soe Ithaeue 
iif2tY_tlie Devil would have us to soar alofti and not only 
to be above other men, but also toibnot^ that we areso^ 
Pride is the Devils own sin ; and he aflects especially to 
be. The King over the Children qfPiide^ it is a caution in 
1 Tim. S. 6. A Pastor must not be A Nociee; Lett 
being lifted up with Prule^ He fall into the eondemnaiion 
of the DeciL (Summo ae Pio cum Tremore Hunc Textum 
Lcgamue no$ Minietri Juvenee /) Accordingly, the Devil 
would have us to be inordinately taken and moved with 
what ExcdUneiee our God has bestowed upon us. If our 
Eetalee rise, he would have us rise in our Spirits too ^^ 
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w hare be«n Ufltaed vith fiMntj, vith Bnediog^ with 
Honour, with 8uco6t% with Attira, with Spiritual Prfyi- 
l«dge^ or with Pniat-worthy PetfonnuiOM; Now wyi 
thalhyil, Think thjf$el/ bettor than other Men. Ym, the 
Devil would luve us arrogate unto our eelTei^ thoM ie»> 
etUsneie$ which really we were never owneia of ; and Bead 
o/afaim Oi/t. He would have ua monover to Thirst 
after Applause among others that nugr see our £wea<nrj«/^, 
and be impatient if we are not accounted tomt-body. He 
would have us furtbermoM, to aspire after such a /^mv, 
as God has never yet seen fitting for us ; and croud into 
some Hiyh Chair that becomes us not. Thus would the 
Devil Elevate us into the^tV, above our Neighbours; and 
why so t Tis that wo may be punished with such FaU$, as 
may make us ciy out with David, O tny b<me$ are brvkm 
mth uijf Falh I The DevU can't endure to see men lying 
in the Dtut ; because there is no falling thence. He is a 
Fallen Spirit himself and it pleases him to see the Fall* 
of men. 

S The Third of Our Lords Three TempUUons, is its- 
latecl in such Terms as these. Matth.i.6,9, Again the 
DetU taketh hitn up, into an exceeding Hiyh Moimtain, 
and ehote^h him all the Kingdom o/the world, antl the 
ftory o/them: ami taith unto him, all theee thingt wUl I 
five thee, i/thou wilt /all down and fForehijt me. From 
whence take these Bomarks. 

L The Devil in his Temptatione wUl set the Delight of 
this world before us; but hell set a fair, and a false VamiA 
upon those Delights. They wero some unknown Peruiee- 
titee, which the DevU had, both for the SefncUng of the 
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Mmibm. and for tU Mi^iiifyiiig «t tU Oi^H ^l^M^by 
he gate our ImA, at onoc a proqMet of tha whola Roman 
Empira; bot what waa iit; It waatha ITorU; and the 
CR^ of it ; he aaja not a word of tha Wcrtd^ and the 
IfcM$ of it No ania; not a w<wd of that; tha Daril 
will not hare hia Hook ao faaraly axpoa'd unto ua. Tha 
Daril aata off tha Deli^ta of Sin, wUehheoffaiannto 11% 
with a atiatchad and laiaad Rhatorick ; hot ha will not 
own, T%at in the tnidsi of tmr JLoii^er, wlt HmarU JuUl 
be eorrowful; and Thai the m^ i^f cur Mirth ehaXl he 
Heaoimee. There iabot one Olaaain the Spectaolei^ with 
which the Deril would hare ua to lead, thoae paaaagea in 
Xedee. \\. 9* Rgoyee^ yo^mg Man in thyymfh^and 
let thy Heart ehear thee in the Dayee of thy youths and 
walk in the waye of thy Hearty and in the eight of thine 
Syee. Thua far the Devil would have ua to Read ; and 
hell make many a fine Comment upon it; hell tell ua. 
That if we follow the Couraea of the World, we ahall 
awim in aU the Delighta of the WorUL But he ia not 
willing you should Read out the next words ; But know 
thoUf that for all theee thinge Ood ehall bring thee into 
Judgment. O ho*a loth we should be aware of the dreadful 
Issues, and Reckonings that our Wordly Delighta will be 
attended with. He sets before us^ The Pleaeuree of Sin ; 
but he will not say, Theee are but for a Seaeon. He sets 
before us. The Street Watere of Stealth; but he will not 
m^y, There ie Death in the PM. He ia a IToim/stoiiA, that 
will bestow nothing but Romantic Praiaaa upon all that he 
makes us the Offers of. 
IL There are most Hellish BlaijAmniee often buss*d by 
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tlM Ttn^fdatiani of the Devil, into the minds of the beel 
Menilive. Whet a most EzecimUe Thing wii heie hid 
befoie our Lord Himaelf: EYen,Toownthe'i>0e<lasO(Nl/ 
a thing that can't be utteied, without unnttevaUe Hcmor 
of SouL Ihe beet man cm earthi may have each Fiery 
Darts from Hell shot into hie mind. One that wae acted 
by the Devils had the impudence to propound thie unto 
tuch a good man ae Job^ Our$$ Ood. And the Devil 
pleases hinself^ by chusing the Hearte of good meui with 
his base Injectiousi That there ii no Ood^ or. Thai God u 
not a Righteous Ood; and a thousand more such things 
too DevUish to be mentioned. A good man is extreamly 
grieved at it, when he hears a i?2as^my from the mouth 
of another man ; said the Psalmist^ in Psal. 44. 16, 16. 
M]f Confusion is continually hsfors ms^ for the voice of 
Kim that JtlasjAemeth. But much more when a good man 
finds a Blasphemy in bis own Heart ; it throws him into 
moat Fevouriah Agonies of SouL For this cause, a mis- 
chievous Devil, vnil Flie Blow the Heart of such a man, 
with such Blasphemous ThouglitSi as make him crio out^ 
Jj>i*d^ I am e^cn weary of my life. Yea, the Devil serves 
the man just as the Mistress of Joseph dealt with 
him; he imi)ortunes the man to think wickedly from 
Day to Day ; and if the man refuse, he cries out at 
lasti Behold^ what mcked thaughis this man Jms lodging 
in him. Sayst thou sot Satan/ No, they are Baits 
of thy own ; and at thy door alone shall they be laid for 
ever. 

III. There is a sort of Witchcrafts in those Uiing% 
whereto the Temptations of the Devil would inveigle us. 
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Tbwotehip the Devil is ¥nteheiafl| and midar thai notion 
was onr I^ urged unto sin. We are told in 1 Sa/m. IB. 
39. JbMI^ is OS Ms sm 0/ IFiIiekmf/l /* When ^ 
would have us to sin, he would have ua to do the things 
which the foriom Witches use to do. Perhaps there are 
few persons^ ever allured by the Devil unto an Explicit 
Covenant with himself. If any among ourselves be so^ my 
councel is^ that you hunt the Devil frcmi you, with such 
words as the Psahnist had. Be gone^ DepaHfrom ms^ ye 
evil doers^for I will keep the Commandments of my Ood. 
But alas, the most of men, are by the Devil put upon doing 
the things that are Analogous to the worst usages of 
Witches. The Devil saystothesinner,/>aqi<M%A^isn(, 
and att the Bond of it and all the Good of it. The 
Devil says to the sinner, Oome^ east of the Authotity 
of Godf and refuse the Salvation of Christ for ever. 
Yea, the Devil who is called. The God of this fForld, 
would have us to take Him for our Ood, and rather 
Hear Him, Trust Him, Serve Him, than the God that 
formed us. 

lY. The Tefnptations of the Devil do Tug and Pull for 
nothing more, than that the Rulers of the World may 
yield Homage unto him. Our Loid has had this by his 
Father Engag'd unto him. That he shall one day be 
Governour of the Nations. The Devil doe's extreamly 
dread the approach of that Illustrious time, when The 
Kingdom of Ood shaU come^ and his WiU be tlone^ as in 
Heaven^ and on Earth. For this cause it was that he was 
desirous, Our Lord should rather have accepted of him, that 
Kingdom, which iliitieftriirf'afterwarda accepted of him, foe 

o2 
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tlia Establiahment of DeM-wmkip^ in tU World I may 
tell you, The Deril is mighty unwillingi that theie ahoold 
be one Oodly Magiitrate upon the faoe of the Earth. 
Bttch ia the influence of Oovemmeni^ that the Devil will 
every where stickle mightilyi to have that siding with him. 
What Muler$ would the Devil have, to command all man* 
Idnd, if he might have his will t Even, such as are called 
in Pko/. 94. 20. The throne ofifdquUy, which fiwnee mie- 
chief by a Late; such as will promote Vice, by both 
Connivance and Example ; and such as will oppress all 
that shall be i/o/y, ami Juet^ and Good. All men have 
cause therefore to be jealous, what Use the Devil may 
make of them, with reference to the Afhirs of Government ; 
but Rulers may most of all think, that the Lord Jesus 
from Heaven calls upon tliem, Satan hoi desii'ed thai he 
might Sift you, and have you; O look to it, what ride 
you take. 

Thus have you in the Temptations of our Lord, seen the 
principal of those Devices, which the Devil has to Entrap 
our Souls. But what shall we now do, that we may be 
fortified against those Devices t that we might be well 
furnished with the Whole Armour ofQodI But me thinks, 
there were some things attending the Temptetions of our 
Lord, which would especially Recommend those few Hinto 
unto us for our Guard. 

First, If you are not fond of Temptetion, be not fond of 
Needless, or Too much Retirement Where was it| that the 
Devil fell upon our Lord t it was when he was Alone in the 
Wildenioss. We should all have our Times to be Alone 
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e!rery Day ; and if the Devil go to seaie m oat of our 
Chamber^ with such a Bugbear, as that hell appear to 
us^ yet stey in qiito of his teeth, stey to finish your Devo- 
ticms i he Lyes^ he dare not shew his head. Bat on the 
other^ide by being too solitery, we may lay oar selves too 
much open to the Devil; Touknow who saysy IFo to him 
thatieahne. 

Secondly, Let an Oracle of God be your defenee against 
e^TetnptaiionotneU. How did our Lord sQenee the J9mlf 
Itwaswithan,//Mirrt»eii/ And ott his Three Citetions 
were from that one Book of Deuteronomy. Wliat a fidl 
Armoury then have we, in oil the sacred Fsges that lie 
before us I Whatever the Words of the Devil are, drown 
them with the words of the Oreai Qod. Say, It ie Written. 
The Belehazmr of MM will Tremble and Withdraw, if 
you show these Hand-fFriiinge of the Lord. 

Lastly, Since the Lord Jesus Christ has conquered all 
the Temptatume of the Devil, Flie to that Lord, Crie to 
that Lord, that He would give you a share in his Happy 
Victory. It was for Us that our Lord overcome the Devil : 
and when he did but say, Satan, Oet henee, away presently 
the TVgre flew : Does the Devil molest us t Then let us Re- 
pair to our Lord, who says, I know how to eueeour the Teinjded. 
Said the Psalmist, Peal. 61. 8. Leatl me to the Boek that ie 
higher than L A Woman in this Land being under the 
Possession of Devils, the Devils within her, audibly spoke 
of diverse Harms they would inflict upon her; Imt still 
they made this answer. Ah/ She Bune to the Boek/ 
She Bune to the Beck / and that hindered alL this 
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Ritfming h tht Boekf tb the betrt PnterraUon in Um 
WmM ; the VtiUurtt of JSMI cannot prey upon the Do9t$ 
in the CS(/b of that ifodi; May our Ood now lead na 
thereunto. 
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A Trub Na&ratiyb of some Remarkable 
Passages relating to sundry Persons afflic- 
ted by Witc}tcraft at ScUem Village in 
New-Englandf which happened from the 
I9th. of March to the 5th. ot April, 1692. 
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COLLKTTID DT DiOOAT LaWSOIT. 

[N tbo Ninoteonth day of Monk Itit I went 
to Saletn Village, aimI lodged at Nathaniel 
Imje^ytdCi noar to Uie Miniater Mr. 1\*$ 
UouBc, and pfosenUy after I came into my 
Lodging, Capt Wakufg Daughter Mary eame to Lieut. 
IngenoTs and spake to me ; but aaddcnly after, at she 
atood by the Door, was bitten, so that she cried out of her 
Wriat^ and looking on it with a Candle, we eaw apparently 
the marks of Tooth, both upper and lower set, on each side 
of her Wrist 

In tho beginning of the Bvoning I went to giTO Mr. P. 
a Visit. Whon I was tliers^ his Kinswoman, Abigail 
TKf7/iaiiM, (about 12 Years of Age) had a grievous fit; 
aho was at first hurried with violence to and fro in the 
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Boom (ihough His. Ingenot endeaYOuied to hold her) 
•ometimet making as if alie would fly, atretching up Iter 
Anns aa high aa aha eould, and ciying^ WhiA^ IKUiAp 
JFhuh^ aaveml timea'; preaenily aftar aha aaid, thara waa 
Goodw. N. ond said, Do you not ue h&r t Why then 
$he 9taniU / And aha aaid, Ooodw* N. offered her THE 
EOOKf but aha waa reaulved she would not take it^ saying 
often, / teont^ I irotif, / vnnU tote H^ I do not know y^hot 
Book it u : I am fure it ii none of Oodfo Book^ it i$ the 
DeviPi Book for ought I know. After tluit| aha ran to 
the Fire, and began to throw Fire-brands about the House, 
and run against the Back, as if ahe would run up Chimney, 
and, as they said, ahe had attempted to go into the Fire in 
other Fits. 

On Lords Day, the Twentieth of Marrh^ there were 
sundry of the afflicted Peraona at Meeting, aa Mra. PqpOp 
and Goodwife Bibber^ Alngait WilliwnOf Mary Waieut^ 
Mary Lewa^ and Doctor Origffs Maid. There waa also 
at fleeting, Gh)odwife C. (who waa afterward Examined 
on auspicion of being a Witch : They had several aora 
Fits in the time of Publick Worship^ which did something 
interrupt mo in my first Prayer, being ao unusual After 
I^falm was sun^^ Abiffail WiUiamo said to me, Now etand 
tiji, and name your Text I And after it waa read, she 
iexA^Iii$aUmgTexU In the beginning of the Sermon, Mrs* 
Poi^ a Woman aiflicted, said to me. Now there i$ enough 
of that. And in the Afternoon, Abigail Wittiame^ 
upon my referring to my Doettine^ said to me, / know 
no Doctrine you had^ If you did name one^ I hare fbr^ 
got it. 
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In fiarmon lima, when Goodwife 0. waa pteaanl in th» 
Meeting-House, Ab. W. called out» Look where Qoodwife 
aeiteontheBeameueUingher Yellow Bird betwixt her 
fb^gerel ilftii /Hif man, another Giria afflicted, said, ITkeiw 
waeaYdtowBirdeatonmyHoiae it hungon the IHn 
in the PuljM ; but thoae that waie by, restrained her from 
speaking aloud about it 

On Momlay the 21sf. of March, the Magiatimtea of 
Salem appointed to ooma to Examination of Goodwife O. 
And about Twelve of the Clock they went into the Meet* 
ing-Houae, which waa thronged with Spectatora. Mr. 
Noyee began with a very pertinent and pathetical Prayer ; 
and Goodwife C. being called to anawer to what waa 
alledged against her, she desired to go to Atiysr, which waa 
much wondred at» in the preaenee of so many hundred 
People : The Magistrates, told her, they would not admit _ 
it ; they came not there to hear her Pray, but to Examine ^ 
Kei^^hat waftiJledged ags ban The Worshipful — ' 
Mr. Halhome asked her, Why eheafiictedthoee Children T 
She said, she did not afflict them. He aaked her, who did 
thent She said, I do not know; How ehould I knowt 
The Number of the Afflicted Peraona were about that 
time Ten, viz. Four Married Women, Mra. Pope, Mra. 
Putnum, Goodwife Bibber, and an Ancient Woman 
named Cfoodall; three Maid^ Mary Wakui, Mercy Lewee 
at ITiotnae Puttnan'e, and a Maid at Dr. Origge'e; there 
were thiee Girls from 9 to 18 Tears of Ag^ each of them^ 
or thereabouts, vit. EliuMh Parrie, Abigail WUliame, 
and Ann Puiman ; these were moat of them at Goodwife 
(XV Examination, and did vehemently Accuae her in the 
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AttemUy of Afflicting tUem, by DUiHg, Pinehing. Stranff^ 

ling, ^e. And Uwt they in their FlU aee her Likenew 

coming to thenii and bringing a Boo?: to them ; she «iid 

ahe had no Book; ihoy affirmed, she had a Ydhw A'«^ 

that used to suck betwixt her Fingersi and being asked 

about it| if slie had any FaiiUliay Spirit, that attended 

hert she md, She had no Familiarity mth any such thing 

Bhe was a Go$j^l WonuM : Which Tide slie called her self 

by ; and the Afflicted Persons told her, All 1 she was ^ 

Oo$j)el Witch. Ann Putnian did there affirm, tliat one 

4ay when Lieutenant Fuller was at Prayer at her Father^s 

House, she saw the shape of Goodwife C. and she thought 

Ooodwife N. Praying at the same time to the Devil ; she 

was not sure it was Goodwife N.. she thought it was i but 

very sure she saw the shape of Goqjjwife C. Tlie said C. 

aaid, they wore poor distracted Children, and no heed to 

be given to what they said Mr. Uathame and Mr. Noye$ 

replyod, It was the Judgment of all that wei-o present, tliey 

were Bewitrlied, and only she the Accused Person said, 

Uiey were Dintt-actefl. It was observed several times, that 

if »he did but bite her under lip in time of Examination, 

the Persons afflicted were bitten on their Arms and Wrists, 

and produced the Marhi before the Magistrates, Ministers, 

and others. And being watched for that, if she did but 

Pinrh her Fingers, or Oranj* one Hand hard in another, 

they were Pindied, and produced the Mark$ before the 

Magistrates, and Spectators. After that^ it was observed, 

Uiat if she did but lean her Breoit against the Seat in the 

Meetingllouse, (being the Bar at which she stood), they 

were afflicted. Psrticularly Mrs. Poi^e compUined of griev- 
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OusTormentinher AMMb^ as if they were torn oat» She 
vehemently aeeused the said C as the Inatmmenti and 
first fiirew her Muff at her; bat that flying not home^ she 
got off her Aoe^ and hit Goodwife Con the Head with it 
After these Postures were watched, if the said C. did but 
stir her Feet| they were afflicted in their FeeS, and stamped 
fearfully. The afflicted Persons asked her, why she did not 
go to the Company of Witches which were before the 
Meeting-Uouse Mustering t Did she not hear the Drum 
beatt They accused her of having Familiarity with the 
Dem!, in the time of Examination, in the ahape of a Black 
Man whispering in her Ear; they affirmed, that her 
Yellow Bird sucked betwixt her Fingers in the Assembly ; 
and Order being given to see if there were any sign, the 
Girl that saw it| said, it was too Ute now ; she liad removed 
a Pin, and put it on her Head; which was found there stick- 
ing upright. 

Tliey told her, she had Covenanted with the Deinl for 
ten Years, six of them were gone, and four more to come. 
She was re<iuired by the Magistrates to answer that Ques- 
tion in the Catechism, How inany pereone be tket^e in the 
God'-heatl t She answered it but oddly, yet was there no 
great thing to be gathered from it ; ahe denied all that was 
charged upon lier, and said. They could not prove a Witch; 
she was that Afternoon Committed to Salem Prison ; and 
after she was in Custody, she did not so appear to them, 
and afflict Uiem as before. 

On Wednesday the 2Zd. of March, I went to Thomae 
Putman'e, on purpose to see hb Wife : I found her lying 
on the Bod, having had a sore Fit a little before ; she 
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qMka to ]ii6| and Mid, aha wm glad to aea ma; har Hua* 
band and aha both daaiiad ma to Pray with har whila aha 
waa aantibla; which I dia, though tha Apparition laid, / 
$haM not go to Ptay^. At tha first beginning aha 
attended; but aftor a little time, waa taken with a Fit; 
yet continued silent, and aeemed to be Adeep: When 
Prayer was done, her Husband going to her, found her in 
a Fit; he took her off the Bed, to set her on his Knees, 
but at first she was so stiff, she could not be bended ; but 
she afterwards sat down, but quickly began to strive vio- 
lently wiUi her Amu and Legg$ ; she then began to Com- 
plain of, and as it were to Converse Personally with, 
QoodwifeJ^. saying, Goodmfe N. Be yonel Be gone/ 
Be gme I at^c you not (uhamed^ a Woimn of your PiV- 
fcssian. to nfflici a poor Creature eo t What hurt did I 
erer do you in my life t You have but tteo Years to live^ 
and then the Demi will torment your Soul ; for this your 
Name w Uolteil out of OotFe Book, ami it shall never be 
put in God^e Book again; be gone M «*ame, ai^ you not 
afraid of that which i$ coming ujnm yout I knoto, I 
know what will make you afraid; the wmth of an Angry 
Ood, I am iure that will make you qfmul ; be gone, do 
not tornkeid me, I know what you would have (we judged 
she meant, her Soul) but it is out of your reach; it i$ 
cloathed tciih the white Robes of Christie Jiighteoueneee. 
After tlii»s she seemed to dispute Aih the Ap[»aritiou about 
a particular Tejet of Scripture. The Apparition seemed 
to deny it ; (the Womans Eyes being fast closed all this 
time) she said, She ivae sure there teas such a Text, and 
she would tell it; and then the Shape would be gone, for, 
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faidahe^ / mi nte you onmot dand h^fmre that Teaett 
Than aha waa aorely AiBieted, her Month drawn on one 
aide^ and her Body strained for about a Minute^ and then 
mid,Iwmiett,IwmteU; it ie, it ie. Hie, thxtt or four 
timea, and then waa afilicted to binder her from tellings at 
last she Inroke forth, and said. It is the third Oht^pUr of 
the Eevelatione. I did aomething aeruple the reading it, 
and did let my scruple appear, lest Satan aliould make any 
Superstitiously to improve the Word of the Eternal God. 
However, tho' not versed in these things, I judged I might 
do it this once for an Experiment I began to read, and 
before I had near read through the firat Verse, she opened 
her Eyes, and was well ; this Fit continued near half an 
hour. Her Husband and the Spectetora told me, ahe had 
often been so relieved by reading Texto that ahe named, 
aomething pertinent to her Case ; as lea. 40. 1. lea. 49. 
1. lea. 50. 1. and several others. 

On Thursday Uie Twenty-Fourth of A/on^ (being in 
course Uio Lecture-Day at the Village,) Goodwife N. waa 
brought liefore the Magistratea Mr. Hathome and Mr. 
Corwin, about Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, to be 
Examined in the Meeting-Housc, the Reverend Mr. Hah 
begun with Prayer, and the Warrant being read, ahe waa 
required to give Answer, Why $he Jjfiietid thoee pereone f 
She pleaded her own Innocency with eamcatness. Thomae 
Putfnan'e Wife, Abigail WiUiame, and Thomae Pulman*e 
Daughter, accused her that she appeared to them, and 
afflicted Uiem in their Fits ; but some of the others said, 
that tiiey had seen her, but knew not that ever ahe had 
hurt them ; amongst which waa Mary H^alcut, who was 
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mesently after *6 had so dedawd bitto^^ wd ciy^ 
her in the Meotmg-House, producing the Mark$ of T$tih 
onhorwrist It was ao disposed, that I had not hMsura to 
attend the whole time of Examination, but both Magiatiatea 
and Ministers told me, that the things aUedged by the 
afflicted, and defences made by lier, were much after the 
•ame manner as the former was. And her motions did 
produce like effects, as to BiHng, Pinching, Bru$ing, 
Tormeniinif, at Uieir BreaOi, by her Leaning, and when 
bended back, were as if their Bocks were broken. The 
afflicted Persons said, the Blatk Man whispered to her in 
the Assembly, and theroforo she could not hear what the 
Mogbtrates said unto her. They said also, that she did 
then ride by the Meetbg-House, behind the Black Man. 
Thonm Puiuian*$ Wife had a grievous Fit in the tune of 
Examination, to the very great impairing of herstrongth, 
aiul wasting of her spirits, insomuch as slie could hardly 
move hand or foot when she was carried out Others also 
were there grievourfy afflicted, sp that there was once such 
a hideous scrietch and noise (which I heard as I walked 
at a little distance from the Meeting-House) as did amaze 
me, and some that were within, told me tlie whole Assem- 
bly was struck with Consternation, and they wcro afraid, 
that those that sate next to them wero under the Influ<mce 
of Witrherajt. This Woman also was that day committed 
' to Salem Prison. The Magistrates and Ministers also did 
inform me, that they apprehended a Child of Sarah G. 
and examined it, being between i and 6 years of Age. 
And as to matter of Fact, they did unanimously affirm, 
that when this Child did but cast its Eye upon the afflicted 
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Plsitoiis^ they were toimeated; and thej held hsf JSTead; 
and yet so many as her Eif$ could fix upon were aflieted. 
Whioh they did seveial times nalM eareftd Observation of : 
The afflicted oompbdned, they had often been Bittm by 
this Child, and produced the marks of a mmD iff ^ fesA 
accoidin^y ; this was also committed to 8ate/n Prison, the 
Child looked Aotl, and well 9m other Chiklren. Isaw it 
at Lieut IngereoFi. After the Commitment of Goodw. 
JV^ Tha. Pniman'e Wife was much better, and had no vio* 
lent Fits at all from that %Hh. of March, to the 6th of 
April. Some others also said they had not seen her oo 
frsquently appear to them, to hurt them. 

On the 351ft. of Aforeft (as Capt Stephen Sewal, of 
Salem did afterwards inform me) Elit. Am had soro Fits 
at his House, which much troubled himeel/, and hie WifB, 
ao as he told me they wero almost diseouraged. She re- 
lated, that the great Black Man came to her, and told her, 
if she would be ruled by him, she should have whatsoever 
she desired, and go to a Odden City. She relating this to 
Mrs. Seical, she told the Child, it was the Devil, and he 
was a Lyar/rom the Beginning, and bid her tell him so^ 
if he came again : which she did aeoordin^y, at the next 
coming to her, in her Fits. 

On the 36(ft. of March, Mr. Halham, Mr. Ccrwin, and 
Mr. Higieon, wero at the Prison-Keeper^s House to Ex- 
amine Uie ChUd, and it told them there, it had a little 
Snake that used to suck on the lowest Joynt of its Fore- 
Finger ; and when they enquired where, pointing to other 
places, it told them, not thero, but there, pointing on the 
llowest Joint of the Foro-Finger, whero they observed a 
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deep Bed 8pot| abcmt tbe bignett of a I'TM^Mit; they ta^ 
whogaTeiiUietAiaibf whether the great Bkek Man 1 
It Mid BOi its Mother gave it 

The SI of March then wae a PMick Fad kept at 
Saihm on account of these Afflicted Persons. And AbigaU 
WUUam$ said, that the Witches had a Sacramerd that day 
at an house in the Village, and that they had Red Bread 
and Red Drink. Hie first of April, Mercy Lewie, Tkomae 
PuhHOtifi Maid, in her Fit, said, they did eat Red Bread, 
like Man*$ Fleth, and would have had her eat some, but 
she would not ; but turned away her head, and spit at 
them, and said, / wUl net Eat, I wiU not Drink, U ie 
Blood, de., she said, That i$ not the Bread of lAfe ; thai 
i$ not the Water of Life; Christ g'wee the Bread of Life ; 
I will have none of at The&ntot Jpril Bho Mercy Lewie 
aforesaid saw in her Fit a White Man, and was with him 
in a glorious Place, which had no Cdndlee nor Sun, yet 
was full of Light and Bnghineee ; where was a great Multi- 
tude in White glittering Robes, and they Sung the Song 
in the fifth of Revelation, the 9th verse, and the 11 Pm/i/i, 
and the 149 Pealm ; and said with herself, How long ehaU 
litay here I let me be along with you: She was loth to 
leave this place, and grieved that slie could tarry no longer. 
This white Man hath appeared several times to some of 
them, and given them notice how long it should be before 
they had another Tit^ which was sometimes a day, or day 
and half, or more or less, it hath fallen out accordingly. 

The 3d of April, the Lord's-day, being Sacrameutday, 
at the Village, Ooodw. C. upon Mr. Parrie'e naming his. 
Text, John 6, 70. One of them i$ a Devtl, the said Goodw. 
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a wwik inmadktofy oak of th* llMtbg-HottMb aad flang 
th* Door tftor bar TidUntfy, to tlM ■miMmtnt of Um 
Congi^gfttko. She «m afterwudt m«i by mbm in thdr 
Flt% who Mid, OGoodw. a IdU not think Umyonhmf 
(and b«ing •! tlMir Bti Bread ami drink) Mid to h«r, A 
ihi$atimthrte«i»» th»Saeramnt,you ranawa^on tht 
Lonr$.Day, and $eomed to reeoive it in iht Metting. 
Eon»t,and,U(hiaatim$torteti»eUt I wonder at you/ 
Thii isthe anmof whfttltttbw mw myMli;or didieeeivo 
Information from penona of undoubted Beputation and 
Credit 

Rkm a bw or THUfoa mobi tbait obomabt abodt tria 
Arpuom Pnaoxa. 

1. Tbey are in tbeir Fits tempted to be Witekee, are 
abewed the List of the Names of othen^ and ai« tortured 
because they will not yeild to Subscribe, or meddle with, or 
touch the Book, and are promised to have present Belief 
if they would do it 

S. They did in the Assembly mutually Onre each other 
even with a Touch of their Hand, when Strangled, and 
otherwiM Tortured ; and would andeaTour to get to their 
Afflicted, to relicTe them. 

8. They did also foretel when anothen Fit was aix>min& 
and would My, Look to her I she wiU have a Fit preeenUy, * 
which fell out accordingly, as many can bear witness^ that 
beard and mw it 

4. That at the Mme time, when the Aetmed Person 
was present, the Aflieted Penont mw her likencM in 
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othtrpbcetof the Maetiog-Uoiii^ raoUiig her J^st^^ 
•omatimet in one place and poataiei and aometimea in an- 
oiher. 

5. That their Ifotiona in their Ilta are Pntemaluralf 
both aa to the manner, which iaaoabrangeaa a well peraon 
oonld not Screw their Body into; and aa to the violence 
alao it ia preteroatiual, being much beyond the Ordinary 
foice of the aame person when they are in their right 
mind. 

6. The eyes of some of them in their fita are exceeding 
fast dooed, and if you aak a question they can give no 
answer, and I do believe they cannot hear at that time, yet 
do they plainely converse with the Appearances, as if they 
did discourse with real persons. 

7. They are utterly pressed against any persons Prog- 
ing with them, and fold by the Appearances, they shall 
n<^ go to Prayer, so Tho. PutnuM'e wife was told, / 
ekoM net Pray; but she said, lehoM: and after I had 
done, reasoned with the Apjpeara$M,DidnotIeayhe$hauId 
goto Prayert 

8. The forementioned Mary W. being a little better at 
ease, the Afflicted persons said, she had eigned the Book; 
and that was the reason she waa better. Told me by 
EJtoard Putnum. 

RlMABKa OONOBRNIMO THB AOOTaiD. 

1. ForintToduction to the discovery of those that aflUcted 
them, It is reported Mr. Pom/i Indian Man, and Woman, 
a Cake of Rye Meal, and the Childrens water. 
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baked it in the Aahes^ and gave it to a Dog, ainee which 
they have diaeoveied, and aeen partiealar persona hurting 
ci them. 

. S. In Time of Kxamination, they aeemed little afficted, 
thougli all the Speetatora were much grieved to aee it 

3. NatmtU Aetiona in them produced PrelemalunU 
aetiona in the Afflicted, ao that they are their i^m Image 
without any Poppite of Wax or otherwise. 

4. That they are accused to have a CSompany about S3 
or 84 and they did Mueter im Armee, aa it aeemed to the 
Afflicted Perscms. 

6. Since they were confined, the Perscms have not been 
ao much Afflicted with their appearing to them, Bitetng^aa 
Pinching of them, &c 

6. They are reported by the Afflicted Persons to keep 
dayesof Panf anddayes otThaniegiving, exui Saeramenis ; 
Satan endeavours to Transforme himself to an Angd pf 
Lightf and to make hia Kingdom and Adminiatrationa to 
resemble thoee of our Lord Jeaua Chriat. 

7. Satan Kagea Principally amongst the Visible Sub- 
jects of Christ's Kingdom and makea use (at leaat in 
appearance) of aome of them to Afflict othera; that 
Chrises Kingdom may be divided against it asl^ and ao be 
weakened. 

8. Several things used in England atTkyal of THtchea, 
to the Number of 14 or 15 which are wont to pass instead 
of^ or in Concurrence with TFifiMMai,atleast6or7of them 
are found in these accused : see KeMee Statutes. 

9. Some of the most solid Afflicted Persons do affirme 
the same things concerning seeing^t accuaed out of their 
I^tts aa well aa in them. 
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10. Hie Witehet had a F^ and told om of 
Afflietod Oirla% aha rnurt not Eat, beoauaa it 
Fa$t Day, At aaid^ahe waM: thay told har tliay 
would OftooJtehar than; which whan aha did aat| waa an- 
daaTOUiad. 

A FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THE TRTALS OF 

TBI yiW-XROLAND WlT0ia8| BBSTT W A LITTEB rBOK 
TBXHOl^ 90 A GIKTLBMAV IN LONDOir. 

TJEBB waia in Salem, June 10, 1692, abont 40 par- 
aona that wara afflictad with honiUa tonnanta by 
JM S^^irOe, and the afflicted haya accuaed 60 or 70 aa 
Witches, for that they haye Spectral appearaneee of them, 
tho the Peiaona aie absent when they are tormented. 
When these Witches were T^ed, seyend of them con- 
fessed a oontiact with the DeyU, by signing his Book, and 
did express much sorrow for the same, declaring alao their 
Ooi^fdderate Witckee, and said the Tempters of them desired 
'am to sign the DeviteBook, who tormented them till they 
did it There were at the time of Bxaminatian, before 
many hundreds of Witnesses, stiange Pranks play 'd ; such 
as the taking Pins oat of the Clothes of the afflicted, and 
thrusting them into their flesh, many of which were taken 
oat again by the Judgee own hands. Thorns also in like 
kind were Uirost into their flesh ; the accusers were some- 
times etrudc dumb, deaf, Uind, and aometimes lay aa if 
they were dead for a whUe, and all foreseen and declared 
by the afflicted just before 't was done. Of the afllicted 
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theia weia two Oiri% about 19 or IS years of age, who 
aaw all that waa dona^ and weia tharafoia eallad the 
Fieiomry CfifU ; they would say, JRToifAs^ or sks^ or Oai^ 
eare goimg to bite npiaektkeludim; and all there preaenk 
in OouH aaw the yisible marka on the ladiam anna; 
\j they would alao cry out, Nam look, look, tkajfare going to 
\ bimd each an anee Lege, and all present saw the same per* 
eon spoken of; fall with her Legs twisted in an extra- 
ordinary manner ; Now, say they, we shall all fall, and 
immediately 7 orSof the afflicted fell down, with terrUde 
ekrieke and Out<rye: at the time whan one of the 
Witches was eentemfd, and pinmarid with a Cord, at the 
same time was the afflicted Indian Senrant going home, 
(being about 2 or S miloa out of town,) and had both hia 
Wrists at the same instant bound about with a like Cord, 
in the same roauner as she was when she waa sentenced, 
but with that violcn'X), that the Cord entied into his flesh, 

not to be untied, no4* hardly cut Many Murdere are 

supposed to be in this way committed ; for these Oirls, and 
others of the afflicted, say, theg eee Oofine, and bodiee in 
Shrowde, rising up, and looking on the accused, crying^ 

Vengeance, Vengeance an the Murderere Many other 

) atrange things were transacted before the Court in the time 
of their Examination; and especially one thing which I 
had like to haye foigot, which is this, One of the accused, 
whilst the rest were under Examination, was drawn up by 
a Rope to the Roof of the house where he was,and would 
haye been choak'd in all probability, had not the Rope been 
presently cut ; the Rope hung at the Roof by some tn- 
I vieible tye, for there waa no hole where it went up ; but 
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after it wis eat the temaimUr of it was found in tho 
Chambor jnat aboTOi Ijingby thoyeiy plaoo whoioit hung 
down. 

In Deeember, 169S, the Coort sale agiin at Salem in 
New-JBngkmdf and elMied about 40 peiaona auapeeted for 
Witche% and Condemned three. The Evidence againit 
tiiese three waa the aame aa formerly, lo the Warrant for 
their Ezeeution was eent| and the Oraipes digged for the 
said three^ and for about five more that had been Con* 
demned ei Salem formeriy, but were Beprieved by the 
Qovemour. 

In the beginning of February^ 1693, the Court aale at 
CharUi'Toum where the Judge expreat himaelf to this 
eflTect 

ITuU who it woe thai obdrueiedtheExeeuiiano/Juitieet 
cr kindred tho^ good proceedings they had made^ he knew 
rnif bui therthy the Kingdom of Saian woe advamfd^ &e. 
and the Lord have mercy on this Oouniry : and so declined 
coming any more into Court In his absence Mr. D— • 
aate as Chief Judge S several days, in which time 6 or 6 
were cleared by Proclamation, and almost as many by Trial ; 
ao that all are acquitted. 

The most remarkable was an Old Woman named 
Dayton^ of whom it was said, 1/ any in the World leere a 
Witeh^ she teas cma, and had been so accounted 80 years. 
I be.d the Curiosity to see her tried ; she was a decrepid 
Woman of aliout 80 years of age, and did not use many 
words in her own defence. She was accused by about SO 
Witnesses; but the matter alledged sgainsther was such 
AS needed little apology, on her part not one passionate 
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woid» or immoial aetioii, or evilt waa then dlijeeted agiOnst 
her for 90 yean pasti only stiange aeeidenta Islling out| 
after some Christian admonitJon ghrea by her, aa sayings 
QodwoMnc* prosper fhem^if they mon^fd the Widow. 
Upon the whole^ there waa not proved against her any 
thing worthy of Reproof or just admonition, much less so 
heinous a Charge. 

So that by the Goodness of God we are once moie out 
of present danger of this Hobgoblin Monsier; the stand- 
ing Evidence used at Salem weie called, but did not 
appear. 

There were others also at Oharles4own biong^t upon 
their Tryals, who had fomerty confessed themselves to be 
Witches; but upon their tryals deny'd it^ and were all ." 
cleared ; So that at present there is no fttrther prosecution \ 
oS asxy. 
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CASES of CpHSCitKCi 

Evil Spirits 

Peribnadnjg MEK; 

WITCHCRAFTS 

InblliUe Proofs of Guilt in fuch at ire 
Accofed widi chiC CRIMB. 

All Coafidertd accoding » ibt Scrfptoftf* Hillor) 
Experience! aqd ilie UimfM of oiiOf htutKt 
MEN. 

By Utnmjk M^iAer^ PrcMeni of Wer^Pwr rfC olkdge at Om 
(rUlgt^ lAd Teacher of a Church at Bf/lm ui iKr^ £9^^ 

P R O V. xxS. ni. 
— Titer rim ai^ill^ Att^nfir iki Wmi$ ffXnUi^mtMa 
tkmjimi aiaf» i2iir. 

AiMMi^M ntl^im^M* XjAmmmi Ubb S* il^Ui* vlMb I f • Oi^^$L 
CmfJsiMr^ am iu mtSit M^Mf #fif itii Ctgmjtmt^fif # X>li|« 



PHalH at 



^9|lM. aa4 IU^aii4 at ImJm^ IW 3a|« Baatai 
at the &i««a ia cht ^CMkrtjf. 169]* 
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CO (Uiou$ tmd AbimdmM$ u ikB Nam$ of m Witch, to 
a# CMliaed. nmdk moro iko BMgum part qf Moth 
kimd^ tkot itUtgfito grow t^ itOo a SeamUd for m^i ft 
fitiidkMtoefifar«oiiiaf0&ereaii<iOfi0a0OtM tk$09orhodff 
$ii$peettnfh or too jnwtpitatU Judging of Ponom on ikiM 
OMomii. But eorloMift ths maro oxeeroNo tko Orimo is. 
the moro eritieal eon it to bo utod in tko oxpooimg €f th§ 
Nwnm. Libertie$. ond Idvm of Mm (mp^daUy ofm Oodtjf 
CkmmrmtUm) to the imputation of it. The am fid hand of 
Ood now upon u$^ m letting looee of evU Ang$t$ among ue 
to perpetrate each horrid Mieehiefo. and e^ering ofUdfe 
Inttrumente to do eueh fearful fhinge a$ haee been eearce 
heard of; hath put eeriaue pereone into deep Mueinge. 
and upon curious JBnquiriee what ii to be done for the 
detecting and defeating of thie iremendoue deeign of the 
grand Adeereary: And^ (ho* ail that fear Ood are agreed^ 
That no evil is to be done, that good may eome of it ; ye/ 
Aott the DevU obtained not a little of hie deeign. in the 
dicieiom of Reuben, about the application ef this Bute. 
That there are Deeile and Witchee. the Scripture aaeiie. 
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md tntHme$ eonjIniM, That ih0if an «*»J^^«rTj* 
^iSSTaad^^mikh^ not to ha Jj*^ 

natthaDeva ean(h I>i^P^'^'''i'^)r±''^/f^ 
^mmiaB0dyaadSdai*,*>Uha,Uflu,Mfy«^ 

at WUekM, it andemabU.' Tkathe ojtm ltafh,a»aMtgh*» 
Zlmttlia ta„tanence «/ Witchm, and '»«> '^^^ 
lumping men, it ctntonaat to hit native Mfict to M<m, 
una too Jamentaity txtmptified: That WUchet, whan d^ 
teeted aad eonnneed, ought to U exttminated and cut off, 
w*aw(7o«r»««»nYiiiJyi»r,B«od.22.18. On!y the tame 
Ocd who hath taid,\hoa .halt not roffer a Witch to hve; 
Aa<fc ai» •aid, at the Mouth of two Witneseea, or throe 
Witneaes, shaU he that in worthy of Death, he put to 
Death : But at the Mouth of one Witness, he shaU not be 
put to Death, Dtut. 17. 6. Much debaU it made about 
what is tufieient Convidion, and totnt have (in their Zeal) 
tmpoted that a let dear evidenee ought to pan in thit 
than in other Catet,tui>potingthat else U would behard {if 
poenble) to bring eueh to condign Punitltment, by reason 
'otiht elote eonveyaneet that there are between the DeoU 
and WUchet; but thit a very dangerout and mt^uttifi- 
aUe tenet. Men terve Ood in doing (heir Duty, he never 
Mended that aU pertont guilty of CapUal Crimet thould 
be diieovered and punithed by men in thit Life, though 
they be never to euriout in tearehing aftw Iniquity. It 
U therefore exceeding neeetiary that in luehadayat thit, 
men be it^fifmted what it Evidence and what in na. It 
eoneeme men in point of Charity; for thaf the matt thiur 
ing Fro^teor may be teeretly a mott abominaMe Sinner, 
ytt till he be detected, our Chatity it bound to Judge 



tue or d btQ to wkai ofpeani a$td luitwtlttiltuadbig that a 

umit &i HfWflftiff Mtdiut pntuMspiHotu^ wad OluKrti^ ii tiot 
to bejbrtgom a$ long a$itka$Vu mcti pnpmi^niing on 
U$ M0. And UUof noUm n^eemUjf in paint o/JmUee; 
tkm^ an not only Teitinumi$$ foguhroi bf Ood^ which are 
to be credited according to the IhUee given in hie Word 
referring to wUneeeu : But there ie aleo an Evidence eup^ 
poeed to be in the Teetimonyt which ie thorongUy to be 
weighed^ and if it do not vi^aUilUy prove the Crimeagainet 
fhepereon aeateed^ it ought not to determine him guUty ef 
it; Jbr eoa righteoue Man may be Oondenmed un^uMy. 
In the caee of Witehcrqfte we know that the Devil ie the 
immediate Agent in tlie Miechief dono^ the coneent or com' 
pact 0/ the WUch ie the thing to be Demonetrated. 

Among many Argumenie to evince thie^ that which ie 
moet under preeent debate^ ie that which r^fere to tome- 
thing vulgarly catted Specire Evidence, and a certain eorl 
of Ordeal or tryal by the eight and touch. The principal 
Plea to jueti/U the convictive Evidence in theee^ ie fetcJU 
from the Contideratum ef the Wiedom and Bighteoutmeei 
of Ood in Oovcming the Worlds which they euppoee would 
frilt if euch thinge were permitted to befal an innocent 
pereon: but it ie certain^ that too reeolute conclueione 
drawn fivtn hence^ ore bold ueurpatione upon epotleee 
Sovereignty : anfl tho* eome thinge if euffered to be con^ 
mon^ would eubvert (hie Oovemment^ and dieband^ yea mine 
Humane Society; yet Ood doee eomriimee euffer euck 
things to evene^ that we may thereby know how much we 
are beholden to him^ for that reetmint which he laye upon 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



914 



TO TEE READMB. 



f^ Ii^^mdiapMi$,v^wtiM 0b»rtihe$mWcrtdiiUa 
« Chtu$. That IA« BtuhOiom ^ muh Ckum a$ fkm it 
rnpwfor ih0 8en(mt$ iff OkrUt in tkeMMttrp emnet 
bedeiUtd; Ihs aeeuomMenm of doing it now, witt it 
jMtli^ bjf the Qmideratim of the ntemtty (ktn U <U 
tkii tim* of a right It^rmation of mmm'* Jmlgmmt$ 
about t»t$e ihing$, and lh» danger of iheir being mtMi- 

l%e Repereml, Learned, and Judidaue AMcr of Os 
enemng Caeee, U too wM known to need onr Commenda- 
tion : Attthai tee are concerned in^ieto ftstert our hearty 
Consent to» and Concunenoe with the mibetance of what is 
contained in the following Diacoone: And, with our 
hearty request to Ood, fhai he vxnM diecover the depthe 
o/fhuHdluhDeeign; direct in the ti^ole manoffefnent of 
this Affair; prevent the taking any wrong etepe in thie 
dark way; and thai he would in particular BJeee theee 
faUhfid Endeawmn of hie Servani to thai end, we Otoiw- 
mend it and yon to hie Divine Benediction. 
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CASES OF CONSCIENCE CONCEBNINO 
WITCHCRAFTS. 

fHE First Case that I am desired to 
my Judgment in, is this, Whether H te not 
P^feeOde for the DeeO to impoee on the 
im ag in a t ion of Fereone Bewitched, and to 
eauee them to Believe thai an Innocent, yea thai a Pione 
pereon doee torment them, when the DevU himeelf doth 
it; or whither Satan may not appear in the Shtgfe ef on 
i. Micmd and Piaue, ae imU ae of a Noeent and Wicked 
Pk wn, to Afflict each ae ei^er by Diabolical Moleetatienet 
he Answer to the Question must be Affirmative ; Let 
the loUowing Aiguments be duely weighed in the BaUanoe 
of the Sanctuaiy. 

Argu. 1. There aie se?eral Scripturea from which we 
may infer the Possibility of what ia Affirmed* 
' 1. We find that the DevU by the Inetigaiion «/ the 
Witch at Kndor appeared in the Likeneee of the Prophet 
Samud. I am not ignorant that some have asserted that^ 
which, if it were proved, would evert this Argument, vix. 
that it was the true and not a delusive Samnel which the 
Witch brought to converse with SauL Of this Opinion 
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of iha J«widi BkbUM* tnd mbm Chriatua 
DootMH^ gad Uiuiy hte Pi^uih AathoM^ u&oogrt wbom 
CbmA a Id^id* is nuwt ekbonte. But that it wm a 
i)lariNoi» teptflMuting StamA haa been evinoed by learned 
and Orthodox Writen: eapeoiaUy *P«lmr Martyr, *Bdld»- 
Irm *Laoat«r, and oar ineompaiaUa John Btdnotdt. I 
dudl not here inaiat on theelearing of tbai^ eapecially oon- 
■idering^ that elaewhere I hare done it : only let me add, 
that the Witch said to Sa»d, I tee Slokim, i.e. A Ood ; 
(for the whole Context abom^ that a aingle Peraon i« in* 
tended) Atunding out of the Mkarth. 1 Sam. 38. 13. 
The Devil would be Woidiipped as a God, and Saul now, 
that he waa become a Neeromaneer, must bow himaelf to 
him. Moreover, had it been the true Satmui from Heaven 
reprehending Saul, there is great Reason to believe, that 
he would not only liave reproved him for his sin, in not 

/'^jexeeuyng Judgment on the Antalekiteij aa inYer. 18. 

~^ But for his Wickedness in consulting with Familiar Spirita : 
For which Sin it was in special that he died. 2 Cliron. 10. 
li. But in as much as there is not one word to testify 
against that Abomination, we may conclude that it was not 
real Samwi that appeared to Saul: and if it wore the 
Devil in bis likeness, the Argument seems veiy strong, 
that if the Devil may appear in the fonn of a Saint in 
Obiy, much more ia it possible for him to put on the like- 
of the meet Pious and Innocent Saint on Earth. There 

* R. Bsctisa. R. ElMiar Athias. Lynuma. Am 4 Josephva. 

* AmbroM, Hierom, Basil, NasiansMi. 
*Tboma«.To8Utua,8anrei. 0i^aUit,lnWteU»iu,0hap.4t.tSM. 
*inLceum. • Im i Oar. U, 14, Pug. W. 

* IM SpKtrit, Cap. 7. 
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«, who aeknowWga tfaak a Dmmm ^IJVB^ ^ 
2peofaGodlyP«raoo,ArfiKi*a.«WivA»«. WhawM 
the Devil inSumiwrsUkenaaB told a pamidoaal^ when 
ie said, no«»«tt <«•««<<««» "M. ItwaanoilnthaPower 
)f Ami; nor of aU the Devila in Hdl, to disquiet aM in 
Beaven, wheMSmmtel had bean for two yeaia baftra thia 
Apparition. Nor did the 4»«<»« apeak true, when he said, 
rio» oiKf % Sons s»aB 6a «»* "w ; Tho'&Mrf himaelf at 
bia Death went to be with the Devil, hia Son /wwrfAoii did 
notao. Beaidea, (which aoite with the matter in hand) the 
DevU in&wi»Mh«hape oonilrmedJ\r«ot»maii<J|f and Ctawei 
WOehery. Hethatcaninthelikeneaiaf flainUeneouiage 
Witobea to Familiarity with Hell, may poasiUy in the 
likeness of a Saint alBiot a Bewitched Peraon. But thia 
we aee from Scripture, Satan may be permitted to do. 

And whereaa it u objected, that the DevU may appear 
indeed in the form of Dead Peraon% but that he cannot re- 
preaent each aa are living j the contrary U manifeat No 
queation had Saul aaid to the Witch, bring me DmM who 
was then living, she oould as eaaUy have ahown Uving Dorii 
aa dead flomne)!, aa eaaUy as that great Coigurer of whom 
iTFtsMM apeaka, biought the appeaiaaoe of Hedor and 
AehiOln, and after that of Datrid befoce the Emperour 

jtfflOTtHJflVw*. 

And that evil Angela have aometimea appeared in the 
likeness of Uving absent persona, ia a thing abundanUy 
confirmed by Hiatory. 

•iltw^tn tella ua of one that went for veaolution in aome 
intricate Questions to a Philoaopher, of whom he eould get 
> Prm«9. i>«Mii. UK 1. a 1«. 'DeaD.!.!*. 



( 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



77 



'i 









918 



QABKB OF OONBOIKNOE 




QO Answer; batintheNighithePliilotoplitfocimei tohim, 
MidietolTeiiUhisDoiibto. Not long after, be demanded 
the xeaaon why he eoold not answer him in the Day as 
well as in the Night; The Philosopher piofessed he was 
not with him in the Night, only acknowledged that he 
dreamed of his having snoh oonrersation of his Friend, 
hut he was all the time at home, and asleep. PMiu$ and^ 
P^ladiw did both of them piofess to Austin^ thatone in 
his shape, had divers times, and in divers places appeared 
to them : ^l^yreiu mentions several Apparitions of absent 
living persons which liappened in his time, and which he 
had the certain knowledge of. A Man that is in one place 
cannot {Aatcpi'oscpM) at the same time be in another. It 
remains then that such iS/Me^rsf are Prodigious and Super- 
natural, and not without Diabolical Operation. It has been 
Controverted among Learned Men, whether innocent 
Persons may not by the malice and deluding Power of the 
Devil be represented as present amongst Witches at their 
dark Assemblies. The mentioned ITiyreus says, that the 
Devil may, and often does represent the forms of Innocent 
Persons out of those Conventions, and that there is no 
Question to be made of it, but as to his natural Power and 
Art ho is able to make their shapes appear amongst his 
own Servants, but he supposeth the Providence of Qod will 
not suffer such an Ii^ury to be done to an Innocent Person. 
With him ^Ddrio^ and Spineua concur. But Oumanus in 
his Lucema Inqumtarium (I Book wliich I have not yet 
seen) defends the Affirmative in this Question. Bim 

^ Dt Appar. SpirUunm, Lib. 8. Cap. 7. 
• Mi$q. Maificar. lib. 8. C. 12. 
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FiMiui in his Tkeaiise, eoneeming the Coofsssioii of 
Witehes, inclines to the Negative, only »he acknowledges 

tmteri. And he that shall assert, that Great and Holy 
Qod never did nor ever will permit the Devil thus far to 
abuse an Innocent Person, aftrms more than he is able to 
prove. The story of fltowwmiishU discovering a Diabolieal 
illusion of this nature,oonoeraing a great number of Persons 

that seemed to be at aFeast when they were really at 
home and asleep, is mentioned by many Authors. Butthe 
particukrs insisted on, do sufficiently evince the TVutii of 
what we assert, viz. That ttie Devil may by !>«v«ne P6r- 
miesion appear in the shape of Innocent and Pious Persons. 
Nevertheless, It is evident from another Scripture, vix. 
tiiat in 2 Qw. 11. 14. For Saian himM^f is iramformed 
into an Angel 0/ Light. Ho seems to be what he is not, 
and makes others seem to be what they are not He 
represents evil men as good, and good men as eviL The 
Angels of Heaven, (who are the Angels of Light) love 
Truth and Bighteousnees, the Devil will seem to do so too ; 

and does therefore sometimes lay before men excellent 
good Principles and exhort them (as he did Theodore 
Maillit) to practise many things, which by the Law of 
Righteousness they are obliged unto^ and hereby he does 
more effectuaUy deceive. Is it not strange, that he has 
sometimes intimated to his most devoted servants, tiiat if 
they would have familiar Conversation with him, they must 
be careful to keep themselves from enormous Sins, and 
pray constantiy for Divine Protectiont But so has ho 
1 Dt Oe^u. Bog. pag. 191. 
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tmiitonnftd himaaU into an Apgal of lAi^i^u^Baimardm 
•honreth. He biifieqnentlyappetral to Mtn pretending 
lobeegood Angel, eo to ilnafotiiii of old ; end the Into 
inetenoe of *Dr.i>09 end felM ere lunonely known. How 
many deluded MfiahM9ia»t$ both in former and latter timee 
have beenimpoeed on by Satane appearing yinbly to them, 
protending to be a good AngeL And moreoveri he may 
be said to transform himeelf into an Angeiof Lights becanee 
of hie appearing in the form of Holy Men, who are the 
Children of Lights yea in the ehape and habit of Eminent 
Minietora of God. So did he appear to Mr. Earl of Cbleftef- 
l^l' ja t^46 likebeea of Mr. Liddal an Holy Man of God, and 
to the Turkish Ohacm Baptixed at London, Anno. 1668. 
pretending to be Mr. Dury an Excellent Minister of Christ. 
And how often has he pretended to be the Apoetle Pond or 
Pder or some other celebrated Saint t Ecclesiastical His- 
tories abound with Instances of this nature. Yea, some- 
times he has transfigured himself into the Form of Christ 
It is reported that he appeared to *St Martin Gloriously 
arrayed, as if he had been Christ So likewise to ^Seeun- 
dellus^ and to another Saint, who suspecting it was Satan, 
transforming himself into ^n Angel o/Lighthad this expres- 
sion, // / wag see Christ in Heaven it is enough^ I desire 
not to see him in this World ; whereupon the Spectre van- 
ished. It has been rekted of LuiheTf that after he had been 
Fasting and Praying in his Study, the Devil came pretend- 

> Ik stersiismag. p. 81. ses s^aoLQlsa^rde8psti. Lib. 2.Gap.ia. 
• Or. Osmishen: of 8|iiriU. 
^SfdpUius Sssemsin Wto MmrHnL 
^ Owaeei^ sompend. wmi^fc p. 842. 
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iqgtobeOhristi bat J^rffter saying May IJWwmt/bMMisef 
JI>^IadcmmledgemoCkrisllmtwkalisimmgBiUe. 
nothing more was seen. Thoe then the Devil is aUe (by 
Divine Permiesian) to change himself into what form or 
'figure he pleaeeth, 

Omnia tran^finwat esse in mimmlafermm. 

A Third Scripture to our porpoee is that^ in Jbv. 11 10. 
where the Devil is called the Aeeueer of ihe Brethren. 
Such is the malice and impudence of the Devil, as that he 
doee accuse good Men, and that before Qod, and that not 
only of such Faulto as they really are guilty of; he accused 
Joshua wiih his filthy Garments, when thioogh his Indul- 
gence some of his FamUy had transgressed by unkwful 
Mwrieges, Zath. 3. 23. with'iim 10. 18. but also with 
euch Crimes, as they are altogether free from. Herepre- 
eented the Primitive Christians as the vilest of men, and 
as if at their Meetings they did conuuit the moet nefandous 
Villanies that erer were known; and that not only Inno- 
cent, but Eminently Pious Persons should thro* the malice 
of the Devil be accused with the Crime of Witchcraft^ is no 
new thing. Such an Affliction did the Lord eee meet to 
exorcise the gn^t Athmasius witl^» only the Divine Pro- 
vidence did wonderfuUy vindicate him from that ss well as 
from some other foul Aspersions. The Waldeness (altho* 
the Scriptures caU them Saints, Rev. 13. 7.) have been 
trsduced bySatan and by the World as horrible Witehes; so 
have others in other pkcos, only because they have done ex- 
traorUnary things by their Prayers: It is by many Authors 

» Bin^d. ds Oe^fts. Sag. p. 187. 
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idftUd, tliak a City m#Vmei WM mdartad with a DUboUc^ 
Spedre^ which the people were wont to call Hufm; neat 
that place a number of Proteetanta were wont to meet to 
eerre God, whence the Piofeeeon of the true reformed 
Religion were nie-named HugcnoU^ by the Papie^ who 
deeigned to render them before the World, as the Serrante 
and Wonhippen of that Dmnwn^ that went under the name 
of ffugon. And how often have I read in Books written 
by JesttitSi that Luiher was a Wisardi and that he did 
himself confess that he had familiarity with Satan I Most 
impudent Untruths i nor are these things to be wondered 
at, since the Holy Son of God himself was reputed a Magi- 
dan^ and one that had Familiarity with the greatest of 
Devils. The Blasphetning Pharisees said, t^e eos/s cut Ifte 
Devili thro* the Prine$ of DeoiU^ Matth. 9. 34. There is 
then not the best Saint on Earth (Man or Woman) that 
can sssure themselves that the Devil shall not cast such an 
Imputation upon them. It i$ enough for the Dieeijple thai 
he be a$ hie Matter^ and the Servant ae hie Lord : I/theg 
have called the Maeter of the Houee Bedxebub^ how much 
more then of hie Houeehold, Matth. 10. 25. It is not for 
men to determine how far the Holy God may permit the 
wicked one to proceed in his Accusations. The sacred 
story of Job giveth us to undentand, that the Lord whose 
ways are past finding out^ does for wise and holy Ends 
suffer Satan by immediate Operation, (and consequently by 
Witchcraft) greatly to aiflict innocent Persons, as in their 
Bodies and Estates, so in their Reputations. I shall men- 
tion but one Scripture more to confirm the Ttuth in hand : 
It is that in Ecclee. 9. 2, 3. where it is said, AU thinge come 






/H 



Wicked^aeie the Oood, eo ie (he Sinner. fhieUanevU 
amonget att thinge uUler the Sun. that Iftsrs ie one Event 
ht^ipeneth to oil And in EeOee. 7.15. 'tie eadd^lUreie 
ajud man thai periehdh in hie Righteoueneee. 

FWnn hence we infer, that there is no outward Affliction 
whatsoever but may befal a good Man ; now to be repre* 
sented by Satan as a Tormentor of Bewitched or Poese ss ed 
Persons,isasoreAflIictiontoagoodman. To bi^ tormented 
by Satan is a sore Affliction, yet nothing but what befel/ofr, 
and a Dau^ter of Abraham, whom we read of in the 
Goapel : To be represented by Satan as tormenting others, 
is an Affliction like the former ; the Lord may bring such 
extraordinary Temptations on his own Children to afflict 
and humble them, for some Sin they have been guilty of 
before him. A most wicked Person in St Ivee got a 
Knife, and went with it to a Ministers House, designing to 
stab him, but was disaj^inted; afterwarda Conscience 
being awakened, the Devil appears to this Person in the 
Shape of that Minister, with a Knife in his hand exhorting 
to Self-muider : Was not here a Punishment suitable to 
the Sin which that Person bad been guilty oft Perhaps 
aome of those whom Satan haa repreaented aa committing 
Witehcrafta, have been tampering vrith aome fooliah and 
wicked Soroeriea, tho' not to that degree, which ia Criminal 
and Capital by the Lawa both of God and Men ; for thia 
Satan may be permitted ao to acourgethem; or it may be, 
they have miarepreaented and abuaed othera, for which cauae 
the Holy God may juatly give Satan leave falaely to repre- 
sent them. 
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Hate W6 not known tome that have bitterly emanred 
aU that hara been eomphiined of by bawitehed Panon% 
aaying it waa impotAibla they ahoald not be guilty; aoon 
upon which themwlyee or some near Relatione of theiri^ 
hate been to the beting Iniamy of their Familieti aocneed 
after the lame manner, and Pereonatod by the De?il Such 
teemendouB Bebukee on a f ew, ehould make all men to be 
careful how they joyn with Satan in Condemning the In- 
nocent 

Arg. 2. Becau$$it itpoaiblefor the Deril in the She^e 
of an innoeent Pirmm to do other mUehiefy. Aefor tlioee 
I who acknowledge that Satan may persona^^e a pious Person, 
but not to do mischief I their Opinion has been confuted by 
more than a few unhappy Instances. Mr. Clark^ speaks of 
a Man that had been an Atheist^ or a Sadduce, not belie?- 
ing that there are any Devik or any (to us) invisible World ; 
this Alan was converted, but aa a Punishment for his Infi- 
delity, evil Angckdid often appear to him in the Shape of 
his meet intimate Friends, and would sometimes seduce 
him into great Inconveniences. It has been elsewhere, and 
but now noted, that a Dmum in the shape of excellent Mr. 
Dmry appeared to the TurkiA Chao9, Atmo. 1668. to dis- 
awade him from prosecuting his desires of Baptism into the 
Kame of Christ : Also to Mr. Earle in the likeness of his 
FHends, to diacourago him from doing things kwful and 
good. A multitude of Jew9 were once deluded by a Per- 
son pretending to be Mates from Heaven, and that if they 
would foUow him they should pass safe through the Sea 
> Bxamples, Vol 1. p. 610. 
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(m did tlMir Fkthen ol old«hio(iih«lMBad8M) wlMnlqr 
gmt naiDb»n of UiMO w«N dM«iv«d and pMialMd is dM 

Wtten. *LettiMd Mid jodidoui Hen h»Tt oonahidad ihti 
Ukb ifoMf (>««wi« WM a AvMON, tnaif orming Uiualf into 
MotM : And that Um Devil bee freqnently appeued^ in 
the ahape of fomousPimone to the end that he might eedoee 
Men into Idolatiy, (a Sin equal to that of Witoheiaft) no 
Man that has nuule it hia Conoerntoenqniteintothingeof 
thie nature can be ignoiant. Many examplea of thie kind 
an collected by Mr. BromhaU, in hia Tnaiite ofSpeetm, 
ami tht miming Denl, to »trtHg(hm Mm in thtir worMjf- 
fing 0/ S(Untt dtparted: And by Mr. Bovtt in hiaPlstMie- 
numium. It ia credibly reported that the Uevtt in the Uk*' 
nen of a bithful Miniater (as St. Ive$ before mentioned, 
near Bo$t<m in Lineolnthirt) came to one that waa in 
trouble of Mind, telliog her the longer she lived, the worse 
it wouU be for her; and therefore advising her to Self- 
murder : An Eminent person stUl living had the aooountof 
this matter from Mr. Oottm (the famous Teacher of both 
Bott<m$.) He was well acquainted with that Minister, 
who rekted to him the whole Story, with all the Circum- 
stances of it : For Mr. Gotten was so aifected witii the 
Report, as to take a Journey on purpose to the Town 
where this happened, that so he might obtain a satisfactory 
account about it, which he did. Some Authors say. that a 
Damon appeared in the form of Syhanm (Hierom'i 
Friend) attempting a dishonest thing, the Devil thereby 
designing to blast the BepuUtion of a famous Bishop. I 

> BoarmWt Hisk. p. 7. & ». 

•Ltgt rmaljmddtMmgkt, *o. L. S. Osp. t7. 
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hav« in another Book mentioned that eelohiated Tnrtanoe 
eonoerning an honest Citiien in Zmrick (theMetiupolia of 
HehMia) in whoee shape the Devil appeared, eommitting 
An abominable Fact (not fit to be named) verj early in the 
Morning; seen by the Prefect of the City, and hie Serrant ; 
ihey were amasod to behold a Man of good Eeteem for hie 
Conversation, perpetrating a thing so vile and abominable ; 
but going from the Sjtecire in the Field, to the Citizen's 
House in the Town, they found him at home, and in his 
Bed, nor had he been abroad that Morning, which eon* 
vinced them, that what tliey saw was an Dlusion of the 
Devil : This passage is mentioned as a thing knovm and 
^riain by Lavater in his Treatise of Speeir^^ who was a 
most learned ond judicious Preacher in that City. Our 
Jud saith of liiiu, that he must ingeniously confess, that he 
never understood 8olcman*$ Proverha until Lavater ex* 
pounded tliem to him : That Book of his I>0 Sjferirii hath 
been published iu Laiin^ High and Low Duich^ French^ 
JIalian. The learned Zanehy^ speaks highly of it, pro- 
fessing that he had read it both with Pleasure and Profit 
Foethu^ takes notice of that passage which we have 
quoted out of Laoater as a thing memorable. 

Some Popish Authors argue. That the Devil cannot 
personate an innocent Man as doing an act of Witchcraft, 
because then he might as well ropi'esont them as commit- 
ling Theft, Murder, ^c And if so, there would be no 
living in the World : But I turn Uie Argument against 
them, he may (as the mentioned Instances prove) personate 

> Part 1. Chap. 10. F^. 8. ^Mpkid.2. 

* In DIspot. de Moffia. P. 076. 
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hoMSfc Men as doing other Xvik J and no solid Beason can 
be given why he may not as well personate them under the 
Notfam of Witches^ as under the Notkm of Thieves^ Mur« 
derers, and Idokters : As for the Oljection, that then there 
wouU be no living in the World, weshall oonsider it under 
the neact Argument; 

Arg. S. Jf SaUm map wd reprmmU om thai 4$ nol m 
Oavemmt Semmi €/ kii. a$ affiieting tko$$ that an 
hemUAed or fOtm$ed^ tkm ii m either beeauee he wmte 
Will^ or Power to do thie^ or beeauee Ood wM meeer per* 
mit him tiius to do. No man but aSaddueedoubtsof the 
ill will of Devils ; nothing is more pleasing to the Malice 
of those wicked Spirits than to see Innoeeney wronged : 
And the power of the Enemy is such, as that having onee 
obtained a Divine Concession to use his Art, he can do 
this and much more than this amounts unto : We know by 
Bcripture-Bevelation, that the Sorcerers of £fnipt caused 
many untrue and delusive ^Representations before Fharoah 
and his Servants. JSxod. 7. 11, 22. and 8. 7. And we 
read of the working of Satan in all Power and Signs, and 
lying Wonders. 2 Theee. 2. 9. llis Ueart is beyond what 
the wisest of men may pretend unto : He has perfect skill 
inOpticks,and can therefore cause that tobe invisible to one^ 
which is not so to another, and things also to appear far 
otherwise than they are : He has likewise the Art of Lim« 
ning in the Perfection of it, and knows what may be done 
by Colours. It 19 an odd passage* which I find in the 

» In Mr. Oeuper'i Mystery of WitohoimH, Fbg. 174, r ' 
• A^a Mrwiiienm. Amw 1690. Fbg. HI 
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Adm EnOUvmrn, printed by Lif$Uik, that aboat TUity. 
two Tatn ago fta indigent Mwohant in JWmm wm in* 
•traetod by a Amwn, that with WOer of .Dpme ho nif^ 
oolourTaffiti*% aoaBtocauae thorn to glister and look Tory 
gay : Ho aearcheth into tiie Nature^ CSauae% and Baaaona 
of things whereby ha is aUe te produoe wonderful offtcta. 
80 that if he doea not fonn the Shape of an innooentPer> 
eon aa afflloting others, it ia not from wantof either will or 
power. They that affirm, that Qod nerer did, nor ever 
will permit him thus to do^ alledge that it ia ineonaistont 
with the Righteouanesa and ProTidenoe of Qod, in govern- 
ing Humane Aflkirathua to auffer Men to be impoeed on : 
It muat be ackaowledged* that the Divine Providence haa 
taken care, that the greatest part of Mankind shall not be 
laft to unavoidable Deception, so aa to be always abused by 
the mischievous Agento of Hell, in the Objeeto of pUin 
Sence : But yet it is not for sinful and silly Mortals to pre- 
scribe Rules to the most High in his Qovemment of the 
World, or to direct him how fiur he may permit Satan to 
uae his power : I am apt to think that there are aome 
amongst us, who if they had lived in M't days, and seen 
the Devil tormenting <Mt him, and heard him complaining 
of being scared with Dream% and terrified with Night- 
visions,they wouldhave joined writhhia undiaritobleFrieuda 
in censuring him as a most guilty Person : But we should 
consider, that the moethigli Ck>d doth sometiiues deal with 
Men in a way of abeolute Sovereignty, performing the thing 
which is appointed for them, and many such things are with 
him : If be does destroy the jMr/eef teith the teicked, amt 

* la Mr. Ofam«ir« FhilcsopUoal OoDsidenUons. 
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t^^Otlnfaltfatimoemt.iMi.n^Ul Who 
ahaU enter into hia Coonaila I who haagiv«ihimaChai»a 
om the Barthl or who haa disposed thawholoWoridllcaii 
are notable togive an account of hie ordinaiT Worfaumneh 
ksB of his sacretCounsel%and the dark Dispensatlona olhia 
Providence : They do but darken Counsel by Woida with- 
out Knowledge when they undertake it : If we are notable 
to aee how this or that can atand with the Bighteouanesa 
of him that governs the Worid, shaU we say that tha 
Almighty wiU pervert Judgment t or that ha that govema 
the Earth hatoth Right! ShaU we condemn him Oiatfa 
most justt But whereas 'tis objected; where is Providence! 
And how shaU men live on the Earth, if tha Devil may be 
permitted to use such Power ! I demand, where was Provi- 
denoe^ when Sstan had Pbwer to cause Sons of Miat to 
Jre and .wear away the Life of innocent If^Mh, laying . 
•och Crimea to his charge as he was never guilty Si ArS ( 
what an Hour of Darknee. wm it! Horii wls^ ^ 
Power of Hell permitted to prevail, whan Christ the Son of 
Ood was accused, condemned, ad hanged fbr a Crime 
ttj»t he never was guUty of ! ITiat wm the str«ig.rt 
Providence that hM happened rince tha Worid begaiiLand 
yet in the Issue tlie meet glorious: We muat therefore 
distinguish between what does ordinarily come to pmc^ 

the Providence of Ood. and thinga which are extraoidtoary- 
It IS not an usual thing for aAbftrt* to have hia Lifa taken 

SZJTt^'^'ri^""?'*"^ *' '•' " -<«Aan«A» or a 
*"«MW to be charged, and perhaps brought before Courte 
^Ju^catur. for Crimea of which they w«. dtogelhar 
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Bat if wa theMfoM oondiidti tlut aiieh t thing as this 
etn never happen in the Worid,we ahall offend agdnst the 
Oenerationof the Just: ItisnotoidinaiyforDeTik tobe 
pennitted to let eal the eecret Sim of Men : yet thia haa 
been done mote than cmee or twice : Nor ia itordinaijrfor 
AemoM to ateal Money oat of Mena Pocketai and Punei^ 
or Wine and Cyder oat of their CeUara. Tet aome auoh 
Instanoea have Uiere been amongat oar aelvea. It ia not 
osaol for Providence to permit the Devil to come from Hell 
and to throw Fire on the Tope of Houaeai and to caaae a 
whole Town to bo bamt to Aahea thereby ; there vrould (it 
must be confessed) be no living in the World, if evil Angela 
should be permitted to do thus when they had a mind to it ; 
nevorthelessi Authors worthy of Credit^ tell us, that this 
has sometimes happened. Both Xrasmus^ and Canlanoi 
write that the Town of SehiUaeh in Oermany waa in the 
Month of Aprils 1533, set on fire by a Devil, and burnt to 
the ground in an hour's space : Tie also reportod by 
Siffilferif AvmUinui and others, that some Cottages and 
Bams in a Town called Uingw were fired by a wicked 
OeniM9 ; that spiteful Danton said it was for the Impieties 
of such a Man whom ho named, that he was sent to molest 
thom: The poor Man to satisfie his Neighbours, who were 
leaily to Stone him, carried an hot Iron in his Hand, but 
receiving no hurt thereby, he was judged to be innocent 
It is not ordinary for a Devil upon the dying Curse of a 
Servant, to have a Commission from Heaven to tear and 
torment a bloody cruel Moster; yet such a thing may 
poasibly come to pass. There is a fearful Story to thia 
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pwpo^ fa th» aowNuit of tlM Buemtm of Amtriea} 
whecdn mjrAathor nbtat that aSomatt who was SpMml 
w Kid$iapt (at they eaU it) into Amtrkti, falling into the 
H«da of a l>FannicalMaat6r,ho lan awayfnm hln. bat 
Wng tdc« and biought baok. the haid-hearted IVnnt 
lashed him on hie naked Back, nnUl hie B«^» mn in an 
enure etieam of Blood ; to make the Torment of thia miMi^ 
aUeCreatara intolemWe^ he anointed hie wounds with 
Juiee of Lemon, mingled with Salt and Pepper, beimr 
ground small together, with wliieh torture the mieeraUe 
Wreteh gave up the Ghost, with then dying Words, / 
bmerh the Almighty Cfod^ Creator o/ Heaven md BartK 
fKai hepermit a teieked Spirit, to make thee feet ae mam, 
ToriM*!/, be/ore thp Death, ae thou haet eaueed metoJM 
^ore mme: Scarce four daye were past after this horriUe 

5!»K / w?! f^'»'8'»*y J'«'8« 8«ve permiseion to the 
Father of Wiokeduess to possess the Body of that cruel 
Master, and to make him lacerate his own Flesh untO he 
died, belike euneudring his Qhost iato the Hands of the 
infernal Spirit, who had tormented his Body : Butof this 
Tragical Story enough. 

To proceed. Is it not usual for Persons after their Death 
to appear unto the Living; But it does not therefoio 
foUow, that the great Qod wiU not suffer thie to U : For 
both m former and latter Ages^ Examplee thereof have not 
been wanting : No longer einoe than the loet Winter there 
was much discourse in Lomion concerning a QenUewoman. 
unto whom her deed Son (and another whom she knew Jm^ 
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bid ^>p6aMd : Being then In Lmdm^ I was wiUing to 
Mtiifie iBjrael^ hf enqniring into the Thith of whet waa 
leported ; end on FAr. SS. 1691. my Brother (who ie now 
e Peetor to e Congi^etion in that City) and I diaoooraed 
the Gentlewoman apoken of; ahe told ua, that a Son 61 
herai who had been a rery eivil young Man, but more airy 
in hia Temper than waa pleaaing to hie aeriona Mother, 
being dead, alie waa much concerned in her Thoughta about 
hia Condition in the other World ; but a Fortnight after 
hia Death he appeared to her, aaying, Mother^ you are 
idieitaua about my Spiritual Wdfare ; trouth your ae// 
no ^nort^ far I am happy^ and ao vanished ; aliould there 
be a continual Intercourse between the Visible and Invisi- 
ble Worldi it would breed Confusion. But from thence to 
infer, that the great Ruler of the Universe will never pe^ 
mit any thing of this nature to be, is an inconsequent 
Contusion ; it is not usual for Devils to be permitted to 
come and violently carry away persons through the Air, 
several miles from their HabiUtiona : Nevertheless, this 
was done in Stceedland about twenty Years ago, by means 
of a cursed Knot of Witohes there. And a learned Physi- 
cian now living, giveth an account of aeveral Children, who 
by Diabolical Frauds were stollen from their Pareula, and 
others left in their room : And of two, that in the night- 
time a Line was by invisible Handa put about their Necks, 
with which tliey had been atmngled, but tliat aome near 
them happily prevented it K. Oerm. JCphetn. Anno 1689. 
peg. 61. 616. 

Lot me further odd here; It haa very aeldom been known, 
that Satan has Personated innocent Men doing an ill 
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things bat Piavidenee haa found out aome way for their 
Yindieatioii; either they have been able to prove that thqr 
were in another phoe when that Fket waa done^ or the like. 
So that perhaps there never waa an Tnstanoe of any inno- 
cent Peraon Condemned in any Court of Judioature on 
Earth, only throng Satana deluding and impoaing on the 
Imaginationa of Men, when neverthelees^ the Witneaaes^ 
Juries^ and Judges, were all to be excused from blame, 

Arg. 4. It is eorlain both from Scripture and Hielmty^ 
that Magidam by their Jnehantmente and Hdlieh co^fu- 
ratioH$^ may eauee a fatso Bopreoentatian of Pormmo and 
Things. An inohanted eye ahall aee such thinga aa othera 
cannot diacem ; itia a thing too well known to be denied, 
that aome by rubbing their eyea with a bewitched Wator, 
have immediately thereupon aeen that which othera could 
not disoem ; and there are Peraona in the Worid, who have 
% ntrmgd Spectral sight. Mr. GVonviP apeaka of a Dutch- 
man that could aee Ghoeta which othera could peroeive 
nothing oi There are in Spain a aort of men whom they 
call Zahurs^ theae can aee into the Bowek of the Earth j 
they are aUe to diacover Minerala and hidden Tieaaurea ; 
nevertheless, they have their extraordinary eight only on 
Tuesdays and Fridays^ and not on the other daya of the 
Week. Mfio aaith, that when he was at MatMd, Anno 
Dom. 1576, he aaw aome of theae strange sighted Creaturee. 
Iklr. George Sinelare, in hia Book Entituled, Satans Invisi^ 
He World discovered,^ haa theee Words, * I am undoubt- 

> In his Baddyioism Triumph. CoUeotlen, p^ a>l. 
•R 91ff. (Disa. Magic.) L 1. a t. p. 82. 
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^ adly iiifoaDod, that nien and womaa in the High*lti^ 
^ diicam Fatality approaehing otheni by teeing tliam in tlia 

* Wateis or with Winding SheeU about them. And that 
^others ean lectnre in a Bheepa ahoaIder*bone a Death 
'within the F^uriih seven oreight Days befote it eome. It 

* in not impiobable but that inch Pretematutal Knowledge 
*oomee first by a Compact with the Devil, and is derived 

* downward by Succession to their Posterity : Many such I 
*suppoee are Innocenti and have this sight against their 

* Will and Inclination.' Tlius Mr. Sinelare^ 1 concur with 
his sopposal, that such Knowledge is originally from Satan, 
and perhaps the Effect of some old Inchantment There 
are some at this day in the World, that if they come into 
a House where one of the Family will die within a Fort- 
nighti the smell of a dead Corpse offends them to such a 
degree, as that they cannot stay in that House. It is re- 
ported that near unto the Abby of St. Maurice in Bur- 
fundjf^ tliere is a Fishpond in which are Fishes put accor- 
ding to the number of the Monks of that pkce ; if any one 
of them happened to be sick, there is a Fish seen to Float 
and Swim above Water half dead, and if tlie Monk shall 
die, the Fish a few days before dieth. In some parU in 
Walw Death-lighU or Corps Caudles (as they call them) 
are seen in the night time going from the House where 
some body will shortly die, and passing into the Church- 
yard. Of this, my Honoured and never to be forgotten 
Friend Mr. Richard Bajrier} has given an Account in his 
Book about Witchcraf U lately Publislied : what to make of 

> Vairus de rascina Lib. 8. • p. isi. 
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•oeh thiogi^ exeepfc they be the eflbetaof some old Inchant- 
mental know not ;ncMr what Hatoral Reason to assign for 
that which Ifind amongst the Observations of the/ayeHof 
^iiseufamif for the Tear 1687, vis. That in an Ofohard where 
are ehoioe Damasem Plumbs, the Master of the Famify 
being sick of a OMorteiiil^Na^ whUsthe oonUnuedveiy ill, 
four of his Plumb-trees instead of Damaseens brought 
fmrth a vile sort of yellow Plumbs? but recovering Health, 
the next Year the Tree did (as formerly) bear Damascene 
again; but when after that he fell into a fatal Diopsie, on 
those Trees were seen not Damaseens, but another sort of 
Fhiit The same Author^ gives Instances of which he had 
the certain knowledge, concerning Apple-trees and Pear- 
trees, that the Fruit of them would on a sudden wither as 
if they had been baked in an Oven, when the owners of 
them were mortally sick. It is no less strange that in the 
Illustrious Electoral^ House of Bramhnbmr/ before the 
Death of some one of the Family Feminine Spectres ap- 
peared: %md often in the Houses of Great men, Voices 
and Visions from the Invisible World have been the Har- 
bingers of Death. When any Heir in the Worshipful 
Family of the Brtertans in Che$kir0 is near his Death, 
there are seen in a Pool adjoyning, Bodies of Trees swim- 
ming for certain days together, on which Learned Oambdet^ 
has this note» T^ess ami imeh like fhinge ar4 ikme eiiker by 

> y. Germ. Bphemer. Anno 16. p^ 970. 
• Henkelitts de obsessis, psg. 80. 
'Ounerar. ceiit.i.a7a Oudanderera 
cap. 08. 

«lDhisJHteimMi,pw808. 
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ik0 Holjf Tutelar Angel$ o/Mei^ or Hm bp ih$ DevOM^^oho 
by Ood$ pmTniukm nUghtOp $hew their Peiwer in this !%• 
feriowr World. As for Mr. Sinelartfe Notion that aomo 
Penons may hate a eeeaml Siyht^ (as *tiM termed) and yet 
be themtelrei Innoeent^ I am •attafied that he judgeth 
right; for thia ia common amongst the LapUmiere^ who 
are horribly addicted to Magical Incantati<ms : They 
bequeath their Z>a9moiii to their Children as a Legacy, by 
whom they are often assisted (like Bewitched Persons as 
they are) to see and do things beyond the Power of Nature. 
An Historian who deserves Ciedity relates,^ that a certain 
Ld^ander gave him a true and particular Account of what 
had happened to him in his Journey to Lapland; and 
further complained to him with Tearsi tliat tilings at great 
distance were represented to him, and how much he desired 
to be delivered from that DiaboUcal Sight, but could not ; 
this doubtless wss caused by some Inchantment But to 
proceed to what I intend ; the Byes of Persons by reason 
of Inchanting Charms, may not only see what others do not| 
but be under such power of Fascination, as that things 
which are not, shall appear to them as real : The Apostle 
speaks; of Bewitched JB^, Gal. 3. 1. and we know from 
Scripture, that the Imaginations of men have by Inchant- 
ments been imposed upon ; and Histories abound with very 
strange Instances of this Nature : Tlieold Witch Cireehy 
an Inchanted Cup caused Ulysses his companions to ima- 
gine themselves to be turned into Swine ; and how many 
Witches have been themselves so bewitched by the Devil, 

>8eetbeHiit.of£a|»/aii(l,andMr. Aartofi'iHIst. oiDmmtms. 
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aa really to believe that they were transformed into Wolvesi 
orDogs^orCats. It ia leportedof AmiOiiif4fl0*^'^batV]r 
his Sorceries he would so impose on the Imaginstions of 
People, as that they thought he had really changed himself 
into another sort of Creature. OpoUomim of Tyaiia could 
out do A'mofi with his Magick : The great Bdk^mJon Con- 
jurer Zj^ifi by his Inchantments, caused certain Persons 
whom he had a mind to try his Art upcm, to image that 
their Hands were turned into the Feet 6f an Ox, or into 
the Hoofs of a Horse, so that they could not reach to the 
Dishes before them to take any thing thence ; he sold 
Wisps of Straw to a Butcher who bought them for Swine ; 
that many such prestigious Pranks were played, by the 
unliappy Faustus^ is attested by Cankerarius^ Wyerus^ 
Voetius^ Lavater^ and Lonieer. 

There is newly Published a Book (mentioned in the Acta 
EnuUtorum wherein the Author \Wieehard Falvassar) 
relates, that a Venetian Jevr instructed him (only he would 
not attend his Instructions) how to make a Magical Glass 
which should represent any Person or thing according as 
he should desire. If a Magician by an Inchanted Glass 
can do this, he may as well by the help of a D»mon cause 
false Jdmae of Persons and Tilings to be fmpressed on the 
Imaginations of bewitched Persons ; the B^ood and Spirita 
of a Man, that is bitten with a Mad-Dog, are so envenomed, 
as that strange Impressions are thereby made on hia Ima- 
gination : let him be brought into a Room where there ia a 

* Sehcitet^ Physic, curies, lib. 1. c It. 

• Bee Wanly, Of the Wonden of the WorM, p. 91ff. 
s Ubi Sapra. 
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Iiodkiiig<3kM» and he win (if put upon it) not only aij 
bat twetr that ha aeea a Dog^ tho' in truth theta ia no 
Dog it nay ba within 20 miles of him ; and ia it not than 
poflsiblafor theDogtof Hell to pojrMm the Imaginationaof 
miaenble Cieatoreti ao aa that they ahall believe and swear 
that anch Persons hurt them aa never did ao 1 1 have heard 
of an Inohanted Pin, that haa caused the Condemnation 
and Death of many soores of innocent Persona. There waa 
a notorious Wiic^finder in Scotland^ that undertook by a 
Pin, to make an infallible Discovery of suspected PersonSi 
whether they were Witches or not, if when the Pin was 
run an Inch or two into the Body of the accused Party no 
Blood appeared, nor any sense of Pain, then he dedared 
them to be Witches; by means hereof my Author tells 
me no loss then 300 persons were Condemned for Witches 
in that Kingdom. This Bloody Jugler after he had done 
enough in Scotland^ came to the Town of Beiivick upon 
Tweed; an honest man now living in New-Entjlamd as- 
aureth me, that he saw the Man tlirust a great Brass Pin 
two Inches into the Body of one, that some would in that 
way try whether there was Witchcraft in the Cose or no : 
the accused PaHy %vas not in the least sensible of what \vas 
done, and therefore in danger of receiving the Punisliment 
Justly due for Witchcraft; only it so happened, that CoUonel 
Fenwick (that worthy Gentleman, who many years since 
lived in New^England) was then the MiliUry Govemour 
in that Town; he sent for the Mayor and Magistrates ad- 
vising them to be careful and cautious in their proceedings; 
for he told them, it might be an Inchanted Pin, which the 
Witchfiniler macle use of : Whereupon the Magistrates of 
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the phoa otdeied that ha should make hia bpeiiment with 
aomeotherPinaatheyahottldanK>int: But that he would 
by no meana be induced unto^ which waa a aufBeient Die* 
covery of the Knavery and Witchery of the Witehflnder. 
There is a atrange Diabolical Energy goeth along with Ith 
eMtatioHB. If Balak had not known that he would not 
have aent for Balaam^ to see whether he eouldinehant the 
Children of leraet. The Scripture intinmtea that Inchant- 
ments will keep a Serpent from biting Xeelee. 10. 11. A 
Witch in Sweedland confessed, that the Devil gave her a 
wooden Knife ; and that if she did but touch any living 
thing with that Knife, it would die immediately : And that 
there is a wonderful Power of the Devil attending things 
inchanted, we have confirmed by a prodigious Instance in 
Major Weir, a Scotch Man: That wretched Man was a 
perfect Prodigy ; a Man of great Parts; esteemed a Saint^ 
yet lived in secret Undeanncss with his ownSisterfor thir^ 
four Teara together : After his wickedness was discovered, 
he did not seem to be troubled at any of hia Crimes, except- 
ing that he had caused a poor Woman to be publickly 
whipped, because she reported that she had seen him com- 
mitting Bestiality; which thing waa true, only the Woman 
could net prove it This horrid Creature, if he had his Ifh 
f^ cbanUd SiqfinlM Hand could pray to admiration, and do 
extraordinary things, as is more amply rekted in the Post- 
script to Mr. 8i$telare$ his Book before mentioned : But 
if he had not his Inchanted Bod to lean upon, he could not 
. transform himself into an Angel of Light : But by all these 
things we may conclude, that it is not impossible, but that 
a guilty Coigurer, that ao he may render himself the less 
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tuspeoted, may by hiB Magical Art and Ipchantment, caoaa 
innooent Penona to be represented aa afflicting thoee whom 
Uie Devil and himaelf axe the Tormentors ot 

Aig. 6. Tk% Truth lee affirm %$ §o widmit^ a$ thai 
many Learned and Judieiou$ Men have fredy eubecribed 
wdoii. 

The memorable Relation <^-the Devils assuming the 
shape of an innocent Citisen in Znriek^ is in the Judgment 
of that great Divine Lud Lavater^ of weighty Ck)nsidera- 
tion : And he declaresi tliat he does therefore mention it| 
that so Judges might be cautelous in their Proceedings in 
Cases of this nature, inasmuch as the Devil does often in 
that way iniangle innocent Persons, and bring them into 
great Troubles. His Words are, ^Hane Hutariam idea 
reeUOf ut Judires^ in hujusinodi, Catiibue eauii eint : Dior 
Mm enim hoc via ecepe innocentUms ineidiatur. He oon- 
* firms what he saith by reciting a Passage out of Aleiiue 
Oranzius, who writes that the Devil was seen in the shape 
of a Nobleman to come out of the Empress's Chamber : 
But to clear her Innocency, she (according to the super- 
stitious Ordeali then in fashion) walked blindfold over a 
great many of glowing hot Irons without touching any of 
thenu Voeiius in his 'Disputation of Spectres proposeth 
that Question, whether the Devil may not untruly personate 
a Godly Man, and answers in the Affirmative : And withal 
adds, that it is sufficient Argument (od haminem) to answer 
the Papists with their own Histories, which give Instances 

*1^5|icdri0,p.86,87. • Dii/wH. 5W«cl. Vol I. pag. 1008. 
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at Satan'b appearing in the Ffgore of Saints^ nay of Christ 
himseU. AiidinhisDisooiiiMeoiieslning the C^mtoMoiis 
o/Ikmom^ he has the like FrMem. whether the Devil 
may notpossiUy puton the shape of a true Believer, a real 
Saint, not only of aueh aa are dead, bat atill living, and 
answers, Quulmt Why nott It U tme FdpUh Caeuid^ 
do geneially incline to the Negative in thia Question : 
Nevertheless, the Instance of Oermanue^ who saw a Com« 
pany of honest People represented by the Devil, aa if they 
had been feasting together, when they were really asleep 
in their Beds, does a little pussle them, so aa that they are 
neoessiUted to take up with this Conclusion, ^Thai by an 
extraordinary Pennieeian of Ood^ innoeeni Pereane may 
be repreeenied by Satan in the Nocturnal Qmventielei of 
WHehee : And if so, much more aa afflicting bewitched 
Persons. Delrio giveth an account of an innocent Monk, 
whose Reputation was indangered by a J)mmon*i appearing 
in his shape. He writea more like a Divine than Jesuits 
use to do, when he saith that ^It i$ not abeolutely to be 
denied, but that the Deoiie may ejMbite the Fanne of inno- 
cent Pemm, if Ood permit t/, who when he doeepermitit^ 
usually by some Providence diecovere the Fraud of the 
Devils, that eo the Innocent may be vindieatefl, or if not, 
itieto bring them to repentance fin some Sin, or to try 
their Patience. It is rare to see such Words dropping 
from the Pen of a Jesuit : As for Protestant Writers, I 



> P. 944. • Tkyrmus ds AppturOienibus, lib. ft. Osp. 14. 
•Bin^UlddsOonfsmombussagarum,]^ 19^ l^l. 
^ JHsqms. Magic. Lib. 8. Q. 12. p. I4S. 
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cttmot call to mind one of any Koto, thtfc does deny tho 
Poatibility of Um *Ariiutiv6| in the Qaestkm befoie na. 
Dr. HenktKu$ has Utely ^ paUishad a leamad and elabor* 
i^te Diaeoune oonceming the right Method of curing auoh 
aaaiaobaeaaed with Cacodmmom^ in which ha aaaarta» that 
fitdan may pomNy oBiums th$ Farm of ifmoeeiA an^ pkm» 
Pwoiu^ thai 90 Aa mufht thereby deetroy their lU^utatiane^ 
and expaee them to undue Punishmenie. AbIot oox JBnglieh 
Divinani there are not many greater Caauiata than Mr. 
Perktne; nor do I know any one that has written on the 
Caae of Witchcraft with more Judgment and Clearneaa of 
Understanding : He has these Words,* ** If a Man being 
'"dangerously sick and like iodic upon suspicion, will take 
*' it on his death, that such an one has bewitched him, it is 
^ an allegation which may move the Jndge to examine the 
** Party, but it is of no moment for Conviction.'' The like 
is asserted by 'Mr. Cooper, Mr. Bernard, (once a famoua 
Minister at Bateomb in Somerset) his Book called A Guide 
to Grand Jurymen in Caeee of Witchcraft, is a solid and 
wise Treatise. What his Judgment was in the Case now 
nmler debate, we may sce,jNif/. 209, 210. where his Words 
Are these ; '* An Apparition of the Party suspected, whom 
^' the Afflicted in their Fits seem to see, is a great suspicion ; 
^yet this is but a presumption, tho' a strong one, because 
^' these Apiiaritions are wrought by the Devil, who can 
^represent to the Phansio such as the Parties use to fear, 
^' in which his representation he may well lye as in his other 

« Prioied at Franl^ori, Anno lOai. 

• Discourse of Witdierolt, Ch. 7. iS^. S. p. 644. 

* Id his Witchcraft diMOvered, p. 277. 



^Witnasa: For if tha Devfl o^i lapieaanl to the Witeh 
^a seeming Aiaiiiil^ ^ying, I aaa Ooda aanending out of 
^'tka Eartht to beguile Said^ may wa not think ha can ra- 
^*praaant a common ordinary Parson, Man or Woman on* 
^leganeratei tho'noWitchtothaPhanaiaofTainPBiaons^ 
^ to deceive them and others that will give Credit to the 
*< Devii.** Thua Mr. Bernard. 

Aa for the Judgment of the Elders in Nem-Bngtand^ ao 
&r aa I can learu, they do generally ooncur with Mr. Per* 
Idnt. luid Mr. Bernard. Thia I know, that at a Meeting 
of Ministers at Cambridge, Auguet 1. 1692. where were 
present seven elders besides the President of the Oottedge^ 
the Question then discoursed on, was^ Whether the Deeil 
man not eometimee have a Permieeion to reprteeni an inno- 
eeni Pereon ae tormenting/ eueh a$ are under Diabolical 
Moleetaiione t Hie Anawer which they all concurred in, 
waa in these words, vie., That the Devil may eometimee 
haiee a Permimon to repreeeni an innoeent Pereon ae tor* 
mentingeueh a$ are under Diabolical Moleetatione ; but 
that iueh Mugs oj** rare and extraordinary, eepeeially 
lehen euch Matters cofne before Civil Judiraturee: And 
that aome of the moat eminent Ikliniatera in the Land, who 
were not at Uiat Meeting are of the same Judgment, I am 
assured : And I am also sure, that in Caaea of this nature 
the Piietts Lips should keep Knowledge, and they should 
seek the Lam at hie Mouth, Mai. 2. 7. 

Arg. 6. Our own Experience has confimml the Truth o/ 
uhat mea^rm. 
I have in another Book given an account concerning 
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Mimbdh Knap of OroUm^ who comphinad that ft Woman 
M amiiieiit for Fioty m any in that Town, did appear to 
hoTi and affliet her: Bnt afterwards the was satisfied thai 
that Person nerer did her any hann, but that the Devil 
abused them both. Abont two Years ago^ a bewitehed 
Peison in 0K€2m#>bitiin her Fits^ complained that a worthy 
good Man, a near Relation of hers did afiSict her : So did 
she likewise compUin of another Person in that town of 
known integrity and Piety. 

I have my self known several of whom I ought to think 
that they are now in Heaven, considering that they weie 
of good CSonversation, and reputed Pious by those that had 
the greatest Intimacy with them, of whom neverthekes^ 
some complained that their Shapes appeared to them, and 
threatned them : Nor is this snswered by saying, we do 
not know but those Persons might be Witches : We are 
bound by the Rule of Charity to think otherwise : And 
thqr that censure sny, meeriy because such a sad AfHiction 
as their being falsly representedby Satan has befallen them, 
do not do as they would be done by. I bless the Loid, it 
was never the portion allotted to me, nor to any Relation 
of mine to be thus abused : But no Man knoweth what may 
happen to him, since there be Jmt Men unio wham ti hep* 
pendh acecrding to the Work of the Wicked^ Eedee. 8. 
14. But what needs more to be said, since theie ie one 
amongst our selves whom no Man that knows him, can 
thin': him to be a Wissard, whom yet some bewitched 
Perrons complained of, that they are in his Shape tor* 
men^;ed : And the Devils have of late accused some eminent 
Perains. 



\ 



It is an awful thing which the Loid has done to eoQvfaiee 
some amongst us of their Krror : This then I deekre and 
testifle, that to take away the life of any onsb meerfy be- 
cause a j^psefeis or Devil, in a bewitched or posssssed Peison 
does accuse them, will bring the Quilt of innoeent Blood 
on the Land, whore such a thing shall be d<me : Mercy 
forbid that it should, (and I trust that as it has not it never 
will be so) in i^eio-A'ii^laiMi What does such an evidence 
amount uuto more than this: Either such an <me did aflUet 
such an one, or the Devil in his likeness or bis Eyes were 
bewitched. 

The things which have been mentioned make way f6r, 
and bring us unto the second CSase, which is to come under 
our Consideration, nr. 

If one bewitched i$ itruek down at the Look or cad of 
the Ey^ of another^ and after that recovered ogam by a 
Touch from the eame Arson, le not (hie an ii^attible Proof, 
thai the Pereon euapeded and ean^tlained of ie in League 
withtheDevat 

Arnwer; It must be owned that by such things as these 
Witchcrafts and Witches have been discovered more than 
once or twice : And that an ill Fame^ or other Circum- 
staaces attending the suspected Party,this may be a Ground 
for Examination ; but thii alone doee not afibrd sufficient 
Matter for Conviction: as Spedree or 2>0vib appearing 
in the shapes of Men that have been murdered, dechuring 
that they were murdered by such Persons and in such a 
pUce, may* give just occasion to the Magistrate for Enquiry 
into the Matter: One great Witch-Advocate^ confee- 

) rcMtr't displaying of supposed Witchcraft p. 298. aoi. 



h. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



0ASE8 OF aONaOIBNOM 



9M 



•6tli» thalbf tliit meant Maiden have been bioiq^t to 
lil^k; jet thatelone^ if the other eJienmrtanoee did not eon- 
curi would not by ttie Lew of God tike away the life of 
any Man. If my Beader pleaaeth, be ehall hear what 
old Mr. Bernard of Batetmb aaith to a Gate not unlike to 
thifli and the former: HiaWotdaaxe theeoi^ *Tbe naming 
*of the ioapected in their Fita^ and alao where they baye 
'been, and what they have done here or theroi aa Mr. 

* Throgmart<m*$ Children oonld do, and that often and ever 
' foond true ; this is a great PresompUon : yet is this but 

* a Piesomptiooi because this is only the Devils Testimonyi 
*who can lie, and that more often than speak Truth. 

* Christ would not allow his Witness of him in a point 

* most true ; nor St Paul in the due Praises of him and 

* Syloi ; his Witness then may not be received as sufficient 
«in case of ones life : He may accuse an Innocent^ as I 

* shewed before in Mr. XdmumTB giving over his Practice 
*to find StoUen Goods; and Satan we read would accuse 
*Job to God himself to be an Hypocrite, and to be ready 
< to be a Blasphemer, and he is called the Accuser of the 

* Brethren. Albeit, I cannot deny but this has very often 

* proved true, yet seeing the Devil is such an one as you 
' heard, Christian Men should not take his Witness, to give 

* in Verdict upon Oath, and so swear that the Devil has 

* therein spoken the Truth ; bo it far from good men to 

* confirm any word of tlie Devil by Oatli, if it be not an 

* evident truth without the Devil's Testimony, who inspeak- 
^ ing the Truth, has a lying Intent, and speaks some Truths 

1 Ubi «i^pni, p. S07, 908. 
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«of thingi donei which maybe fMuid to be eo^ thai be B^y 
'wi^> with them ecnne pemioious Lye^ which cannot be 
'tried to be tme^ but must rest uponhisown teetiBo^yto 
*ensniM the riood of the Innocent* Thns Mr. J^mortf 
resolved theGase above aUty Tears ago; andtrolyinmy 
Ofinion like a Wise and Orthodox Divine, what he says 
reacheth both this and the former Ckee. Dr. Cotlm (a 
Learned Physician) in his BocAr, about Tie Trgal </ 
Witehcr^fi. Aewimf Ihsinmand rigki Method of ike Dig. 
eaeery, with a Caitfutatum o/Bmme(mwa]fe{widak Book 
he dedicates to the Bight Honourable Sir Edward Oook, 
Lord Chief Justice of Bngland^y He discourses ^^^m ing 
Bxphratian of Witche$ by the touch of the Witch cminf 
the touehel bewitched, and sheweth the Fallibility and 
Vanity of that W4y of Tryal, the* he had often seen Per- 
sons bewitched in that way immediately delivered from the 
present Pit or Agony which was upon them : But he taketh 
it to be a Diabolical Miracle. He argueth thu%s «No Man 
'can doubt but that the Vertue wherewith this touch was 
'indued, is supernatural : If it be so^ How can man to 
*whom nothing is simply possible that is not natural be 
'justly reputed an Agent therein! U he cannot be 
'esteemed in himself any possible or true Agent^ then it 
' remaineth that he can only be interested therein as an 
•Accessary in Consent, or as a Servant unto a Superior 
•Power: If that Superior Power be the Devil, the least 
•reasonable doubt, whether the Devil alone^ or with the 
• Consent or Contmct of the suspected Person has produced 
Hhat wonderful eflTect; with what Bdigion or Beason can 
1 Oi. 10. p. 14, te. ^tug. 121, 1S2. 
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^&nj Mu IndiM nther to eredil Om DeTiTtiMiithiiitlift 
^Bewitched, tium to pity tho Aeouaed, and beUeye tliem 
^agiUMtthomibtilityof adeoaitfnlDeril: IftheDovilby 
^DiYino Permiitioii may oanae anpernatmal Coooonutaneaa 
*aiid Gooaaqiieiieea to attend the natmal Actuma of Men 
'willioiit their allowanee^ aa ia manifeat in poaaaaaed Pe^ 
*aona, how ia it xeaaonable and juat that the Impoaitionaof 
*the Devil ahould be imputed onto any Man : And (aaith 
.'he) Qod forbid that the Devil'a Signa and Wonderai nay 
'hia Traihi^ ahould become any l^;al Allegationa or Svi- 
*dencea in Law. We may therefore conclude it uiguat^ 

* that the forenamed miraeulouaEffect by the Devil wrought 
' and imputed by the Bewitched, ahould be eateemed an in* 

* falliUe mark against any Man, aa therefore convinced for 

* that the Devil and theBewilched have ao decypheredhim !' 
Thua that Learned Man. But to the Case in hand, I have 
aeveral things to offer. 

L Jt i$ posiibh thai the P^rmnu in QMesiiam may U 
jw aa a i aflrf with Caeodmnom : That bewitched Peraona are 
many Umea really poeaeaaed with evil Spirits^ ia moat cer- 
tain. And aa Mr. Prn-kim obaerveai no lihn can prove 
but that Witchcraft might be the Cause of many of those 
Poaaossionsi which we read of in the Goapel : And that 
Devils have l«een immitted into the Bodies of miserable 
Creatures by Magicians and Witchesi Histories and Ex- 
perience do abundantly testifie. J7immii relates concerning 
a certain Virgin, that a young Man, whoee Amours she 
despised, prevailed with a Magician to aend an evil Spirit 
into h«r, by meana whereof ahe waa atrangoly boaotted, 

* 1% v%ia HUari/on. 
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• 'II* N|M)H^l of AiMM ifi^M^ that ail* U bid VHd Ml 

HeUidi SMriflM^tolM MTtngad of aoBM tbtt ba*«llad 
him • gmt Witch. U OMMed intond SpWti to •»!« Into 
than. Maii]r«>iifa«iiigWitehMh»T«aekBowl«bad.tiMt 
they wn the Crate of raeh uid meh Ftaoiui beiiiff 
po«e«ed of evU An^cl^ m? J»y,«« t^ othei. h^fTS- 
senred: NownoCi*fitoi«ghttoUgivwi towhrtUtowow 
insuchMuebythemobMMadebdlMy. OorStYioorhy 
hit own onening Ezunple hai taogfat ni not to nedr^ the 
DerUe Testimony in eny thing, n^ Phi»iete ue Jaady 
condemned for bringing Diabolieal Teetimony to eoofim 
the Principlee of their Religion. Ato- Cbfton the Je«dte« 
enquired of the Devil in a pomrned Fttion, what wae the 
fT^^V^;^V^''^^^>'e»*orj. Atthetinewhea 
Luther died. aU the poMeaaed People in the KefkerlmuU 
were quiet : The Devil* in them laid, the BcMon waai be- 
cauae Luther* had been a great IViend of thein^ andthey 

owed him that reapect a. to go a* £w aa Oem«v to attend 
hiaFiineraL Another time when there waa a talk of aome 
Miniatera of the Reformed ReUgion, tiie Devila in tiie Ob- 
tUKA laughedandaaid, ti»ey were notataUafimid of them, 
for the OaivinitU and they were veiy good Friend*. The 
Je«iit* insult with tlie«iTe*timonieaa*if they were Divine 
Oiaclea : But the Father of Lyea ia neve- to be believed t 
He wiU utter twenty great truUia to make way for one lye • 
He WiU aocuae twenty Witohea, if he can but tiiereby brim! 
one innocent Peraon into trouble : He mizeth l^tha with 

> AiMuraM'ii«, Qo. S3. 

•lo Dlspat. de D<amtmiaeu, put 1. diap. !«. n. M, 

»n-a««^Ub.lSap.I18«. *Th»»u$,Mj!^p,i^ 

as 
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LyM^tliitioilioM tmths gi▼iIlgeKdituntol|«^Mall 
belieTebatlHAiidtolMdeoaived: And wheieMsoiMMjri 
Oat tii# FMtODB in question tie (mly bewitched and not 
poe«»ed, let it be eonsideied that poeeeseed Peieone lie 

c&Ued Aatvimeiia from SPFOMAI AgUor: They whoee 
Bodies t» ptetemiituimlly agitated, eo M tobe in dMger of 

being Uuown into the Fixe, or into the Water, though they 
maybe bewitched, aw undoubtedly possessed withl>tsiium^ 
Moik^.ti^ 26. Learned Men* give it as a most certain 
sign of Possession, when the afflicted Party can see and 
hear that which no <me else can discern any thing o^ and 
when they can dtscover Secret things. Ael$^ 6. 16. past, 
or future, Ha a possessed Person in Oemiony foretold 
the War which broke out in the Year 1646. And when 
the limbs of miserable Creatures, are bent and di^ointed 
so as could not possible be without a Luxation of Joint^ 
were it not done by a preternatural Hand, and yet no hurt 
raised thereby that argueth Possession. Also when Pe^ 
sons are by the DevU cast into Fits, in the which they speak 
of things, that afterwards they have no remembrance o!,* 
or. if they are by cruel Devih tortured, so as to cause 
horrendous Clamours in the distressed Sufferers, that's 
another sign of Obsession by evU Spirits : If all these thinp 
concur in the Persons concerning where the Question is, 
we may conclude them to be Dctmaniacki : and if so^ no 
Jurat' can with a safe Conscience look on the Testimony of 
wich, as sufficient to take away the Life of any Man. 
2. FalUmj dawn bythecasto/an Kyt proceed* wd fmn 

» i/«dW,iiU>pm.p.47,W. •^^*«^«^»^:J^^, 
• i/c^oncrAsfi, Epist. ♦ TWoHit, in MuC. S. Q. 114. 
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« natural^ M •» svMmry 0mm /^ not fitoai any P^qfson 
in the Eye of the Witch, but fitom tha Agenqr of eoma 
iXrmon ; The opinion of Faseination by the Eyt is an 
oIdFahKand<saithMr.iVriUfis)asfondasoId. Fttm/ 
speaks of a People that killed folks by looking on them; 
and he add% that they had two Apples in each eye : and 
Tuttjf writes of women who had two Apples in one ^je 
that always did nusohief with their meer tooks; So Ovid^ 
Papula dvflex ^minat. And lYiifare&' writes that some 
persons have such a Poyson in their Ryes, as that their 
lUends and Familiars are Fascinated thereby ; nay he 
speaks of one that Bewitched himself sick by looking on 
his own Face in a Ghss : Others write of Fascination by 
a meer Ptolation of Words ; and for ought I know, there 
may be as much Witchery in the Tongue as there is iii tha 
Bye. iSEffiitertef* has discovered the Superstition of theee 
Fancies; Sight does not proceed frcmi an Emission of Rays 
from the Eye, but by a reception of the visible Species ; 
and if it be (as Phikeophers conclude) an innocent Action 
and not an Emission of Optick Spirits, so that sight as such, 
does reoeive something from the Object, and not act upon 
it, the Notion of Fascination by the I^e is unphilosophical t 
It is true^ that sore Eyes will affect those that look upon 
them. Dmn epedatU Oemli Lmeoe^ Leduntur ^ ipei^ for 
which a natural Reason is easily to be assigned; but if the 
Witdies Eyes are thus infected with a natural Contagion. 
Whence is it. that only BewitchedPersons are hurt therebyt 
If the vulgar Error concerning the BaeQieke killing wiUi 

iBtilciim,CMeofCoiis.LS.e.S.p.621. •Ub.y.CkpcS. 
* 5 Sfmpoe. Oe^ 7. * Med. Fred. Ub. •. pan •. cap. 1. 
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the Look .of Uo Pdjaonfol Eje weie o Tnitli» whato? or 
ponon thai Sorpont oaot Uo Eyonpon would bo poyaonod. 
So if Wilehao had a phjaioal Yonoiii in tboirl^a^ othoio 
aa wall aa Faooinatod PoiaonB would bo oootiblo thoioof ; 
Ihoiois at much Troth in Ihiafanqrof PhjaicalYonomin 
tho Eyo of a Witoh, aa tboto ia in whatPTAiy* and otheii 
lokto oonooming tho Thibiam^ viM^ that thoy haro two 
Apploa in ono ByO| and tho EflBgiea of an Hoiao in tho othor 
^0 ; and that thoy aro a poopio that oannot bo diownod. 

S. A$ for that which eaneerm JAa BmcUdud Penmu 
being recovered out of their Agamee bg ihe Touch of the 
euepeeted Party^ it i$ varioui and/alliUe. 

For aometimos tho afflictod poroon ia mado aick| (instoad 
of boing made whole) by the Touch of the Accuaed ; aome- 
timos the power of Imagination ia auoh, aa that tho Touch 
of a Peraon innocent and not aocuaed ahall hare tho aamo 
effect. It ia related in the Account of tho Tiyala of Witchea 
at Bwf in S^folk 1664, during the time* of the Tryal, 
there were acme Experimenta made with tho Peraona 
afllicted, by bringing the accuaed to touch them, and it 
waa obaerred that by the leaat Touch of one of the auppoaed 
Witcheap they that weie in their FitSi to all mena Appie- 
henaion wholly deprived of all Senae and UnderatamUnga. 
would auddenly ahriek out and open their Handa. 

Mr. Segeant Keeling did not think that auffident to 
Convict tho Priaonen, for admitting that the Childien weie 
In troth Bewitched, yet (aaith he) it cannot bo aiq>lyed to 
the Priaoneia upon tho Imagination only of the Partiea 

> lib. 8. cep. 2. Wienm, 1. 6. c 9. p» 68S. 
• See the T^, p. 40. O. 46. 
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1; forifthatBag)itboaUowod,BoFafaoiiwbatao- 
over canbeia aafa^i for porfaapathay might fmeyaliottior 
Peraon who might altogether be inaooentin aooh mattaia : 
To avoid thia Scrople it waa privately deaiied by the Judges 
that aomo (Gentlemen there in Court would attend <me of 
the diatempeied Peraona in. the farther part of the Hall, 
whilat ahowaa in her Fita, and then to aandforono of tho 
Witchea to try what would happen, which they didaccor- 
dinj^y. One of thom waa conveyed from the Bar, and 
brought to the Afflicted Maid. They put an Apion beforo 
her Eyea, and then another peiaon (not the Witch) touched 
her, which produced the aame effect^ aa the Touch of the 
Witch did in tho Court. Whereupon the Oentlemen re- 
turned much unaatiafied. Bodin^ rektea, that a Witch 
who waa T^ed at Nante$^ waa commanded by the Judgea 
to touch a Bewitched peraon, a thing often practiaed by 
the Judgea of Oemumy in the Imperial Chamber. The 
Witch waa eztreamly unwilling, but being compelled by 
the Juidgea, ahe cryed out, / am undone; and aa aoon aa 
over ahe touched ttie Afflicted peraon, the V^tch fell down 
dead, and the other recovered. That horrid Witch of 
Saiiebury^ Ann Bodenham^ who had been Servant to tho 
Notorioua Coi^jurer Dr. Lomi, could not bear the eight of 
one that waa Bewitched by her. Aa aoon aa ever ahe aaw 
the Afflicted Peraon, ahe ran about ahriekinft and ciying, 
and roaring after an hideoua manner, that the Devil would 
tear her in piecea, if that peraon came near her. And whilat 
the Witch waa in auch Torment, the Bewitchod waa at 4 



'In D mmen em au i m , Bee Mr. AnoMAoTt Hiatoiy of Apparitiooa, 
p. IM. 
• See the Printed BelatkMi, p. SO, 81. 
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I|7 tbaM thingi we Mak that Um Lftws and Costoms of Um 
Kingdom oUarkneM^w not alwajs and in all plaeea Um 



^ 




And it itgoodibr mento oonMinthaiiitalTM wiih thtm 
M littla M may be. 

I think there it weight in Dr. Oottefi^ aignmenti «m. 

Tkat tk$ Gift of healing ik§ Sick and Poaeitedf wa$ a 
special Orae$ and Faiooitr of Ood^ for the Co^firmaHan 
of the Truth qf the GoepO, but that eueh a Oift ehoidd he 
annexed to the Touch of Wicked Wiichee^ ae an infaiiaHe 
eign of their guUt^ ie not eaeie to be bdieved. Itisathing 
wellknown, that if a person posaeaeed by an BvilSpiriti is 
(as oft it so happens) never so outragious whilst a good 
man is Praying with and for the AflUcted, let him lay his 
hand on them, and the Evil Spirit is quiet I hope this 
is no evidence of any Covenant, or voluntary Communion 
between the Good Man that is Praying and the Evil Spirit ; 
no more does the Case before us evince any such thing. 

4. There are that Queetion the Law/ulneee of the Ea> 
periment. For if this healing power in the Witch is not 
a Divine but a Diabolical Gift, it may be dangeious to 
meddle too much with it If the Witch may be ordered to 
touch aflUcted Persons in order to their healing or recovery 
out of a sick Fit, why may not the Deceased Person be as 
well ordered to touch the Witch for the same cause t And 
if to touch him, why not to scratch him and fetch Blood 
out of him, which is but an harder kind of touch t But as 
fbr this Mr. Perkine doubts not to call it a Practice oj 
Wiiehcroft. It is not safe to meddle with any of the Devils 

1 Ubi supra, p. 121. 
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SaeiamentsorlBstitut^giia; for mgeem portal tiauU be 
loM to eat ton Mm, thai I knom or thought wae A 
WMi, do you look on euek a P»eon. and eee if you eoH 
jritdiihemintoaFit.andthereieeuehama0ietedP^ 
eon do you take them by the Hand, and $ee if you can 
Witch them wett again. J/ it ie by vertue of eome Oon^ 
tract with (he Demi that witchee have Power to do rnuh 
thing$. it i$ hard to conceive how they can be bid to do them, 
without being too much concerned in that HMieh Covenant. 
I take it to be (as elsewhere^ I have expressed) a solid 
Principle, which the Learned Sennmiue insists on, viz. 
That they who force another to do that which he cannot 
foeeMy do, but by veHue of a Compact with the DecO. 
have ihemedvee implicitdy Ommunian with the Viabolicat 
Covenant. The DevU is pleased and honoured when any 
of his Institutions are made use of; this way of discovering 
Witches, is no better than that of putting the Urine of the 
afflicted Person into a BotUe, that so the Witch may be 
tormented and discovered : the Vanity and Superstition of 
which practice I have formerly shewed, andtestifiedagainst 
There wae a Conjurer hie name wae Edward Drake^ who 
taught a Man to uee that ISxperiment for the Belirfo/ hie 
Oifiicted Daughter, who found ben^ thereby; But we 
ought not to practice Witchcraft to discover Witches, nor 
may wemakeuseofa/ni<eikeaItii0 Witch(ee they call 
them) to llnd out a Black and Bloody one. And how did 
men first come to know that Witches would be discovered 



> Remarkable Provideooee, p. 287. 
•Bee Mr. Bunon*$ History of^DMioiis, p. 
JUberi*$ Nar. of the Witches in Snfidk. 
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in wich wmyi •• theae, which luiYa been men t ioned t 11 
SftUn himaelf were the first DiaooYerer (as there ia leaaon 
to beliete) the ^xpezimeut muat needa have deceit iu it 
See Dr. WiOet on Exod. 7. Qne^. 9. And aooh Ezperi 
menta better become Pagana or Papiata than Profeaaora ii 
Nme-Englaml ; whereaa 'tia pleaded, that auch thinga an 
praotiaed by the Judgea of the Imperial Chamber^ I reply, 
that thoae Judgea (As Bodm relatesi Lib. S, D(cnum. Cap. 
e.) have required auapected Witchea to pronounce over th< 
afflicted persona^ theae worda, I bleu th§e in the Name oj 
(he Faiheff Ac upon which they have immediately reco 
Ycred; but ia the dark day come upon U8| that and 
Superatitioua aa theae ahall be practised in NevyKnglaani 
The Lord Jesua forbid it See Italdmn*e Teatimou] 
against the Practice of the Camera hnperialie^ Cos. Conse 
L. S. c S. p. 634. 

5. ffihe Testimony of a bewitched orpaeseeaed Perean^ 
ie of validity ae to what they eee done to themeelvee^ then^ 
it ieeoaato othere^ uhom they eee afflicted no leee thoM 
ihetneelvee : But what they affirm concerning otherai ia not 
to be taken for Evidence. "Whence had they thia Super 
natural Sight 1 It must needs be either &om Heaven oi 
from Hell : If from Heaven, (aa Elieha'e Servant, and 
Balaam*e Ass could discern Angels) let their Testimony be 
received : But if they had thia Knowledge from Hell, tho 
there may possibly be truth in what they affirm, they an 
not legal Witneases : For the Law of God allowa of nc 
Bevebtion from any other Spirit but himaelf lea. 8. 19. 
It ia a Sin against God to make uae of the Devil'a help to 
know that which cannot be otherwiae known : And I teati* 
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fie Qgainat it, aa ft great TWigiesiioB. whieh a^y jnaay 
provoke the Holy one of /iroai; to let loose Devilaoathe 
whole Land, Luke 4. S6. See Mr. Bemanfe Guide to 
Jnriea in Caaea of Witeherafti p. ISfi, 1S7, 1S8. And 
Bwehmand.Theol.deAngetie.^iVI. Altho'theDeva'a 
Aocuaationa may be ao far regarded aa to canae an enqnby ' 
into the truth of thinga» Job 1, 11, IS. ftS.0, e. yet not 
ao aa to be an Evidence or Ground of Convietion: The 
Peraona, concerning whom the Queation ia, aee thinga 
through Diabolical Mediuma ; on which account their Evi- 
dence is not meer humane Teatimony ; and if it be in any 
part Diabolical, it ia not to be owned aa Authentick ; for 
the Devira Teatimony ought not to be received neither in 
whole nor in part I am told by credible Peraona, who say 
it ia certainly true, that a bewitched Peraon haa oomplained 
that ahe waa caat into FiUby the Look of a Dog ; and that 
ahe waa no more able to bear the eight of that Dog, than 
of the Peraon whom ahe accused aa bewitching her : And 
that thereupon the Dog waa ahot to death: Thia Dog waa 
no Devil ; for then they could not have killed him. I aup- 
poee no one wiU aay that Dogs are Witchee : It remaina 
then that the caating down with a Look is no infallible 
aign of a Witch. 

6. Ithaaalwaya been aaid, that it ia a difficult thing to 
find out Witchea: But if the BepreeenUtion of auch a 
Person aa afflicting, or the Look or Touch be an infallible 
proof of the guilt of Witchcraft in the Peraona eomphuned 
of, 'tia the eaaiest thing in tlie World to discover them ; 
for it is done to our haml, and there needa no enquiry into 
the Matter. 
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1. L$t^imm9ihi9UMinfMiUePto$/.frod9ie$m^ 
Ward oMt €f th^lMfiifaod wUekdomim the tecuteamh 
immoeikatA99&rHm: TheWoidof OodiBfltroetoJoiorJi 
Aiid Judges to piooeed apon dear homaiie Tettinumy, JDfi^ 
S5. SO. But the Woid no whaie givelh us th« letst In- 
timatioiii that eveiy one ii a Witch, at whoae look tho bo- 
witched Person ahalllall into Fits ; nor yet that any other 
means should be used for the disooYciy of Witches^ than 

\ what may be used for the finding out of Murderersi Adul- 

"V,^^^ terers, and other Criminals. 

tW 8. Sometimes Antipathies in Nature haYe strange and 

<^^^^ unaccountable Effects. I have read of a Man that at the 
sight of his own Son who was no Wizzard, would fall into 
Fitsi There are that find in their Natures an averseness 
to some Persons whom they never saw before, of which they 
can give no better an account than he in Martial^ concern- 
ing Sabidiw. 



Nan Amo ie SaidJi^ naofoimm dieere guars. 

That some Persons at the Sig^t of Bruit^^eaturosi CaU| 
Spiders, ^ nay, at the sig^t of Cheese, Milk, Apples^ 
will fall into Fits, is too well known to be denied, /^m- 
jAif^inhis I^eamed Discourse D$ Pulvert SympatheHoa^ 
p. 128. saith, there was one in the City of Oramng that 
NOOuM not bear the sight of a Swine's Head : And that he 
knew another who was not able to look on the Picture 
thereol itmoltitfLiifitoiitis speaks of one that at the sight 
of a Rose would swoon away: This proveth that the falling 
into a lit at the sight of another is not always a sign of 



I 
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Witdicraft It may proceed fram Natm and tb Power 
of tmagination. 

To concfaido; Judicious OhfiiiiCi^ have dotermined^tiiat to 
make use of thoee ifecKa to eomo to the Knowledge of any 
Matter, which have no such power in them bj Nature^ nor 
by Divine Institution is an Implicit going to the Devil to 
make a discovery : Now there is no natural Power in the 
Lode or Touch of a Person to bewitch another; mw is this 
by Divine Institution the means whereby Witchcraft is dis- 
covered : Therefore it is an unwarrantable Practice. 

We proceed now to the third Case proposed to Considera^ 
tion ; If the things which have bem mentioned are not 
infallible Proofs of Guilt in the accused Piirty, it is then 
Queried, fFheiher there are anjf IHecaeeriee afihie Orime^ 
fihich Juran and Judges tnaywiih a safe Camdenee pro- 
ceed upan ta the Oantrietian and Omdemnation of the Per- 
earn under Suepieian t 

Let me here premise Two things^ 

1. The Evidence in this Crime ought to be asdearasin 
any other Crimes of a Capital nature. The Word of Ood 
does no where intimate, Uiat a less clear Evidence^ or that 
fewer or other Witnesses may be taken as sufficient to con- 
vict aBfan of Sorcery, which wouldnot be enough to convict 
him were he charged with another evil worthy of Death, 
Numb. 35. SO. if wo may not take the Oath of a distracted 
Person, or of a possessed Person in a Case of Murder, Theft, 
Felony of any sort, then neither may we do it in the Case 
of Witchcraft 

1 Amee. Cms. Osmss. L. 4. a tt. 
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S. LttI iM pramiM thii abo^ tfaat thtte have been ways 
of tiying WiteliM long used in many Nation% aqweially 
in tho dnik timet of Figuiiam end Popeiy, whieh the 
lifl^teooeOodneTerappioTedot. But whieh (ee jndidone 
Hr. P^kim expreeteth it in plain Engluik) were invented 
by the Devil, that eo innocent Penone might be oondemned, 
and eome notoriooa Witches escape ; Yea, many Snper- 
etitious and Magical experiments have becoi need to tiy 
IVitcbes by : Of this sort is that of scratching the Witch, 
or seething the Urine of the Bewitched Person, or making 
a Witch-cake with that Urine : And that tiyal of potting 
their hands into scalding Water, to see if it will not hurt 
them : And that of sticking an Awl under the Seat of the 
suspected Party, yea, and that way of discovering Witches 
by tpxig their Hands and Feet, and casting them on the 
Water, to try whether they will sink or swim : I did 
puhlickly bear my Testimony against this superstition in a 
Book printed at Bodon eight Years past. 

I hear that of late some in a Neighbour Colony have 
been playing with this Diabolical invention : It is to be 
lamented, that in such a Land of Uprigktneu as Nev> 
EngUmd once was, a Practice which Protestant AVriters 
generally condemn as sinful, and which the more sober and 
teamed men amongst Papists themselves have not only 
judged unlawful, but (to express it in their own terms) to 
homo less than a J/oiita/ Sin^ should ever be heard of. Weie 
it not that the coming of Christ to judge the Earth dmweth 
near, I should think that such Practices are an unhappy 
Omen that the Devil and Pagans will got these dark Terri- 
tories into their Possession again But that I may not be 






thoQj^ to have no reason for ny calling the Impleaded 
Experiment into Question, I have these things farther to 
alledge agdnst it 

L It has been refected long agone^bj Christian Katfama 
as a thing Superstitious and Mabolioal : In /te^ and i%ate 
it Is whoUy disused; and ^in the Lom-Oamririm^ and in 
J^VvMCi^ where the Judges are Men of Lsaming. Income 
partsof fl'^rmofiyold/^if^anismCustoois are obeerved mote 
than in other Countries^ nevertheless all the ^Aeademim 
throughout ffermony have disapproved of this way of Pur- 
gation. 

S. The Devil is in it» all Superstition is fiom him; and 
when Secret things, or ktent Crimes^ are discovered bj 
superstitious Practices, scmie Compact and CMnmunkm 
with the Devil is the Cause of it,as ilnsMi^hastmly Inti* 
mated ; and so it is here ; for if a Witch cannot be diowned, 
this must proceed either from some natural Cause, which 
it doth not, for it is against Nature for Humane Bodies^ 
when Hands and Feet are tied, not to sink under the 
Water : Besides, they that plead for this Superstition, say 
that if Witches happen to be condemned for eome other 
Crime and not for Witchcraft, they will not swim like a 
Cork above Water, which Cause sheweth that the Ckuse of 
this Natation is not Phytieal : And if not^ then either it 
must proceed from a Divine Miracle to save a Witch from 
drowning ; or ksUy, it must be a diabolical Wonder : This 
superstitious Experiment is commonly known by the Name 

^helrio. DUquvi. Magic peg. 042. 

• Mafderut de J^agia, cap. la dttk 11. 

* D€ Docir. Ckrutiam, lib. 2. Cspi 20. tt. 
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oi na Fid^iVvWMW^ beewti it WMneyer appointad 
bytnykwfulAuUiaiity.lmtfromaie SuggeitiiMi of tha 
VtxH taken up bj iha luda BabUa: And aome ^kanad 
Man aw of Opinion, that the t^tExphrahr {Uing a 
^ite Witch) did explicitly ooTenant with the DeTil, that 
he ahottlddiaoovar latent Crimea in thia way: And that it ia 
by Virtue of that Unt Contiact that the Deyil goeth to woik 
to keep hia Servanta f lom ainking, when thia Cerenumy of 
hia ordaining ia uaed. Moreover, we know that Diabobu 
at Dei Simia^ the Devil aeeka to imitate Divine Miradea. 
We read in Ecdeaiaatical Story, that aome of the Martyra 
when they were by Peraecutora ordered to be drowned, 
prov'd to be immeraible : Thia Miracle would the Devil 
imitate in cauaing Witchea, who are hia Martyra, not to aink 
when they are caat into the Watera. 

3. Thia way of PurRation ia of the aame nature with the 
oM (hrhalB of the Pagana. If Men were aocuaed with any 
Crime, to clear their innocency, they were to take an hot 
Iron into their Handa, or to auffer acalding Water to be 
poured down their throata, and if tliey received no hurt 
thereby they were acquitted. Thia waa the Devil'a Inven- 
tion, and many timea (aa the Devil would have it) they that 
aubmitted to theaeTryala auffered no inconvenience. Never- 
theleaa, itia aatoniahing to think what innocent Blood haa 
been ahed in the World by meana of thia Satanieal device. 
Witchea have often (aa ^Sprenger obaervea) dcaired that 
they might atand or fall by thia Tryal by hot'lron, and 
iomfttim^ come off well: Indeed, thia Ordeal woa uaed in 
other Caaea, and not in Caaea of Witchcraft only : And ao 
* DeM. di MaldtruM. * In maiieo maii^rarum. p. 421. 
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the VtOgar froboHm by eaating into the Water 
piaetiead upon Peraona aoeoaed^ with other CrioMa aa waU 
aa that of Witchoraft: How it came to be reatrained to 
that of Witcheiaft I cannot tell; it ia aa aapematnral for a 
Body whoae Handa and Feet are tied to awim above the 
Water, aa it ia fdr their Handa not to feel a red hot Iron. 
If the one of theae Ordeale ii lawful to be uaed, thenaoia 
theothertoo: ButaaforthefieryOitlaaf it ii rejected and 
exploded out of the World ; for the aame reaaon then the 
tiyal hy Water ahould be ao. 

4. It ia a tempting of God when Men put the Innoeenqr 
of their Fellow-Creaturea upon auch tryala ; to deaire the 
Almighty to ahew a Miracle to dear the Binocent, or to 
convict the Guilty ia a moat preaumptuoua tempting of him. 
Waa it not a Miracle when Peier waa kept from ainking 
under the Water by the Omnipotency of Chriat t Aa for 
Satan, we know that hia Ambition ia to make hia Servanta 
believe that hia Power ia equal to Ood'a, and that therefore 
he can preaerve whom he pleaaeth. I have read* of certain 
Magiciana, wlio were aeen walking on the Water : If then 
guilty Peraona ahall float on theWatera, either it ia the Devil 
that cauaea them to do ao^ (aa no doubt it ia)and what have 
Men to do to act the Devil on work; or elaeitia aDivine 
Miracle,likethatof Afo/anot ainking,orthatof the Iron that 
awam attheWord otJOieha. And ahall Men tiy whether 
God will work a Miracle to make a diacoveryt IfaCrime 
cannot be found out but by Miracle, it ia not for any Judge 
on Earth to uaurp that Judgment which ia reeerved for the 
Divine Throne. 



^ JfdNna, d€ pmrgaiiam v^itgrni, cap. lib. • Ommnue^ Uh. $. 
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S. This pMtondedOifl of ImmMibUily attmding 
Witoh«% it a mort fdlibto daotitful thing; lor miaj a 
Witdi hat smik under the Water. Ooddmamm^ giyeth 
an eeccmnt of six notorious and clearly convieted Witeheti 
that when they were brought to their vulgar Probaiim^ 
•unk down under the Water like other Peraona ; AUhudui 
affirma the like concerning others ; in the Bohemian His- 
toiy> it is rekted, ^t^iUfoiOaui theKing of JBSo&emui»eztir^ 
pated Witches out of his Kingdom, some of which he de- 
Hveted to the Ax, others of them to the Fire, and others of 
them he caused to be drowned : If Witches are immersiUe 
howcame they to die by drowning inBoJkaNuif BesideS|ithas 
sometimes been known thatPersonswho haYcfloated on the 
Water when the Hangman hasmade the Ezperimonton them, 
havesunk downlikeaStone,whenoihershaYemadeihetryaL 

C. The Reasons commonly alledged for this Superstition 
are of no moment : It is said they hate the Water ; whereas 
they have many times desired that they might be cast on 
the Water in order to their purgaUon : It is alledged, that 
Water is used in Baptism^ therefore Witches swim : A 
weak Phansic ; all the Water in the World is not consecra- 
ted Water. Cannot Witches eat Bread or drink Wine, not- 
withstanding thoseElements are made use of in the Blessed 
Sacrament: But (say some) the Devils by suckbg of them 
make them so light that Uie Water bears them ; whereas 
some Witches are twice as heavy as many an innocent 
Person: Well, but then they are possessed with the Devil: 
Suppose so ; la the Devil afraid if they should sink, that 

> Ik lamiU. L. 8. C 4. * Jhthraviu», Hist. Ookim. Lib. 8. 
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he should be drowned with themt But wl^ theft west the 
A>^i«'^mi H<«s drowned when the Derfl WM in thMu 

Theee things being premised, I answer the Question 
•mniiatively; IViv art />hKj/i>hr Us Ckm^MmofWUOm 

^'^^J^^rari mag wUh a m^/kO(m$eimK$ proceed mnnLw 
OitoMngthemimguatf. The Scripture which saith,J»oii 
AalttiotmvfisraWUchtoUve, cleariy implies^ that some 
in the World may be known and proved to be Witches: 
Foruntathey bo so^ they may and must be sufbredto live. ^ 
Moreover we find in Scripture^ that some have been eon- ( 
victed and executed for^Vitchee: for Sa»i cut of Ocoo ^o 
thai hadfamaiar Spiriie, and the Wisaards out of the 
Land, 1 Sam. Ja 9. V ws 

It may bo wondered that Saul who did like him that 
said, FiecieroHnejim Superoi AeheroiUa Moeebo, should 
cause the Wizsaids in the Land to be put to death. The 

/ei(*A JJttWisi say, the reason wasb because thoee Wizsaids 
foretold that David should be King. I| it^ (as Mr. Oa»d 
observes^) the Opinion of some learned Piotestantii that 
&u/inhUZoaldidoverdo: And Uiat under the Pretext^ 
of Witches he slew the Oibeomtes, for which that Judfl^ 
ment followed, 2 Sam. 21. 1. Neilher (saith Mr. OaS) 
wmt tee the eioried ISxampJee of Godfe Judgmente imnni 
thoee that d^fdn^ proeeeuted and exee^ed them M 
Wiiiihee, that indeed teere none. But we have in the 
Scripture the Example of a better Man than 8anl to en 
courage us to nuke enquiry after Wissaids and Witches 



Un his Cases sboai Wilehmft^ p. lai. 
•So Dr. WHieif eonjectorareo 1 Am. 21. l. 
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In Older to thflfar CoiiTietfam and Bzaeatloii. ThlidldUio 
niMt King that erer UT«d oanae to be done^ pk. JoMk^ 

tU Wimrdi, (hat wen 9M in the Lmd 0/ Judah, did 
Jonah jMrf moaff, that he mif^ perform fhe Warde of the 
Law. It aeema there were tome that aought to hide thoee 
Worken of Iniquity, but that incomparable King vfMi 
them oat^ and rid the Land and the World of them. 

a Bnt then the Enquiry is, What ie eufficimU Proof t 

A. Tliii Case has been with great Judgment answered 
* by several Divines of our own, particularly by Mr. Perkim^ 
and Mr. Bernard ; also Mr. John Oaul a Worthy Minister 
at StaugUon^ in the County of Huntington, has published 
a very Judicious Discourse, called. Select Caeee of Con- 
etienee touching Witehee and Witehcrnfts^ Printed at Lon- 
don A.n. 1646. wherein he does with great Prudence and 
Evidence of Scripture light handle this and other Cases : 
Buch Jurors as can obtain those Books I would advise 
them to read, and seriously as in the fear of God to consider 
them, and so far as they keep to the Law and to the Testi- 
mony, and speak according to that Word, receive the Light 
which is in them. But the books being now rare to be had, 
let me express my Concurrence with them in these two. 
particulars. 

1. Thai a free and voluntary Confrsiion of the Crime 
mafte hy the Penon euepeded and aeeueed after JCxamina 
Uon^ i$ a wfieient Oround of Conviction. 

Indeed, if Persons are distracted, or under the Power 
of Phnnetiek Melancholy, that alters the Case ; but the 
Jurors that examine them, and their Neigbours that know 



OONOKMJflJra WMTOnORAFTa. tit 

tham, may easily determine that Case; or if Oonf earion be 
extorted,^ the Bvidanea is not so clear and eonviettve; but 
if any Penona out of Bemorse of Conseianoe^ or from a 
Touch of Qod in their Spirits^ confess and shew their Deedsb 
as the Converted Magicians in Bpkeene did, Atie 19. 18| 
19. nothing can be moreclear. Suppose a Mui to be sus- 
pected for Murder, or for committing a Bape^ or the like 
nefandous Wickedness^ if he does freely confess the Aoeu* 
sation, that* s ground enough to Condemn him. The Scrip- 
lure approveth of Judgingthe wicked Servantout of his own 
Mouth, Luke 19. 22. Itis by some oldectod, that Persons 
in Discontent may falsly accuse themselves. I say, if they 
do so^ and it caiuiot be proved that they are false Accusers 
of themselves, they ought to dye for their Wickedness^ and 
their Blood will be upon their own Heads ; the Jury, the 
Judges, and the Land is Clear : I have read a very sad and 
amazing and yeta true Story to this purpose. 

There was in the Year 1649, in a Town called Lauder^ 
in Scotland, a certain woman aocused and imprisoned on 
suspicion of Witchcraft, when others in the same Prison 
wiUi her were Convicted, and their Execution ordered to be 
on the Monday following, shedesired to speak with a Minis- 
J ier, to whom shededaredfreely that she was guilty of Witch- 
' erafti acknowledging also many other Crimes committed by 
her, desiring that she might die with the rest : She said 
particularly that she had Covenanted with the Devil, and 
was become his Servant about twenty years before, and 
that he kissed her and gave her a Name, but that since he 
had never owned her. Several Ministers who were jealous 
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that dM MeuMd hwaolf vntraljr, ehuged it on hwCooMi> 
«iio^ tdlinglier thftt tlMj doubted the wm under • Tenptn* 
tion of the Deril to deetiojr her own Body end Sool, end 
•4jatiBg her in the Kame of Cktd to. declare the iWth. 
Kotwithetandiog all thit^ahe atifly adhered to what she had 
laid, and waa on Monday morning Condemned, and ordered 
to be Bxeeuted that day. When ahe came to the pkoe of 
EzectttioB, ahe waa ailont until the Ftraj*" '^*** ended, 
then going to the Stake where the waa to be Burnt, she thua 
ezprMsed heisolf, AU you that uee ih» thu day f Kmm yt 
that IttmtotH«a$a Witeh, by my own Ooi^esHon / and 
I/nt ail lien, eipeeially the Ministen and Magittttitee, 
j^om the guilt 0/ my Blood, I take itvholly<mmytelf,and 
a$ I nm$t make annoer to the Ood of Heaven, I deehre I 
am OB free from Witeheraft a$ any Child, but being aeeueed 
by a Malieioue Woman, and Jmfrieoned under the Natne 
0/ a Witeh, my Hueband a$td Friende dieowned me, and 
teeing no hope of ever being in Credit again, through the 
Ten^ttation of the Devil, I tuade that Confeeeion to deetrey 
my own lAfe, being iteary of it, and ehueing rtUher to Die 
than to Live. This her lamentable Speech did astonish all 
the Spectators, few of whom could restrain from Tears. 
The Truth of this Relation (saith my Author*) is certainly 
attested by a worthy Divine now living, who was an Eye 
and an Bsr-Witneas of the whole matter ; but thiu did that 
miserable Creature suffer Death, and this was a just Execu- 
tion. When the Amalekite confessed that he YaXMSaul, 
whom he had no legal AuUiority to meddle with, although 

* Ifr. aktOart, Invisible World, p. 48. and Bmten, Hist. o( 
p.ltt. 
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tls piobabb that ha bdyad hinaal^ />w<if gKT* «d«r <" 
his BxeentioD, and Mid to him. 2%y Blood beupomtky 
neaJ,fi»tthy Mouth hOi Ted^ againit lhi,%a»m. 
1. 16. But aa fb? tha Teatimony of Oonfeadng Witohaa 
•gainst others^ the case Is not ao clear aa against themsehrea, 
they are not sttdi erwUbU Witnesses^ aa in a Oaae of LUe 

and Death ia to bo desired : It is b^ond disput^ that the 
Devil makea hia Witohea to dream atmnge things <rf them, 
salves and others, which are not ao. There waa (as AuthoM 
beyond Exception relate) in appearance a sumptuous Feast 
prepared, the Wine and Meat set forth in Vessels of Gold; 
a certain Person whom an amorous young Man had fallen 
in Love with, waa wpresented and supposed to be really 
there ; but ApoUoniue Tyanteue^ discovered the Witchery 
of the Business, and in an Instant all vanished, and no- 
thing but dlHyCoaU were to be seen; The like to this Is 
mentioned in the Arautiean Council There were certain 
Women timt imagined tiieyrode upon Beasts in Uie NighJ 
and that they had Diana and Herodiue in company with 
tiiem, besides a Troop of oUier Persons ; Uie CouncU givetii 
tills Sentence on it j SalUum qui ee tranefyurat in Angdum 
Lueie, tranefitrmat ee in divertarum pereonaruM ejteeiet, 
* mentem quam eoptttwm tenet, in eomnie deludit. Satan 
transforms himself into tiio likeness of divera Persons, and 
deludes tiie Souls tiwt are hia Captivea with Drcama and 
Fancies; see Dr. Willet on 1 8am. 26. p. 166. What 
Credit can be given to tiioae tiiat say tiiey can turn Blen 
into Horses t If so^ tiiey can aa well turn Horsea into Men; 
but all tiie Witohea on Eartii in Conjunction with all tiie 
1 Boiasidia vita ApoUooU. 
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Devils in Hell, een never make or nnmeke e ntionel Sonli 
end t&en they ctnnol tianaf orm e Bruit into e Men, nor e 
Men into e Bruit; io thet thie Traneuiuietion ie fanteeti* 
ceL The Devil may end often does impoae on the Imegioa- 
tion of hie Witches end Veasals, thet they believe them- 
eelves to be Converted into Beests, end reverted into 
Men again; as iViffriieAaJiteeear whilst under the Power of 
a Demon really imagined himself to be an Ox, and would 
\St out of Doors and eat Grass : The Devil has inflicted 
on many a Man the Disease called Lyeanihropia^ from 
whencetheyhavemadohimentableCompL *ntsof their being 
Wolves: In a woid, there is no more Beality in what 
many Witches confess of strange things seen or done by 
them, whilst Satan had them in his full Power, than there 
is in Lucia%'$ ridiculous Fable of his being Bewitched into 
anilsie^and what strange Feats he then pkyed; eo that 
what such persons relate concerning Persons and Things at 
Witch-meetings, ought not to be received with too much 
Credulity. 

I could mention dismal Instancee of Innocent Blood 
which has been shed by means of the Lies of some Con* 
Isssing Witcliee ; there is a very sad Stoiy mentioned in the 
Plefece to the Relation of the Witchcrafts in SueeHoMd, 
liow that in the Year 1676, at StoekhUtii, a young Woman 
nceused her own Mother (who had indeed been a very bad 
Woman, but not guUty of Witchcraft,) and Swore that she 
lied carried her to the Nocturnal Meetings of Witches, upcm 
which the Mother was burnt to Death. Soon after the 
Daughter cam^ crying and howling before the Judges in 
open Court, dedarLig, that to be revenged on her Mother 
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loranOibnee received, ehe had febely aeenssd her with a 
Clime which ehe wie not fuUty of; for which ehe also was 
Justly Bzeeuled A most wicked Man in JVtMCi freely 
oonf eeeed himself to be a Magidan, and aeenssd many 
others whose livee where thereupon teken from them ; and 
a whole Province had like to heve been nuned therelqri 
but the Impostor was discovered: The Confessing pretended 
Wissaid waa burnt at Pwu in the year 166& I ebaU 
only^take notice further of anawful Eyample meationed hj 
A. B. SfoUwoodin hie History of iSbotfoiid, p. 449. His 
words are theee, *This Summer, (viz. Anno 1597.) there 
« was a great business for the Tryal of Witchee, amongsl 

• others, one Margartt Aikin being ai^nrehended on suspi^ 
•cion, and threatned with Torture, did confess herself 
'Ouilty ; being examined touching her Assooiatee in that 

• T^ade, she named a few, and perceiving her Delatiime 
•find Credit, made oflbr to detect all of that sort^ and to 
•purge the Country of them, so she might have her Life 
•granted: For the reaeon of her Knowledge, ehe said, 

• That tk0jf hoi a Merd markalloffhaiioHin their Xy$$^ 
^whereby $hs eaidd iurdy Ml, haw sooa $he looked upon 
•amy, wheiher they were Wiiche$ or no! ; and in thie ehe 

• was so readily believed, that for the epace of 3 or 4 Months 
•she was carried from Town to Tovm to make Discoveriee 

• in that kind ; many were brought in queetion by her De* 
•ktions, eepedally at Olaegow, where diveree Iimoceni 

• JFomen, ihrimgh the OredeiUy of the Minieter, Mr. John 

• Cowper, were eondenuied and put to Deafh; in the end 

• she was found to be a meer deceiver, and. cent back to 
'Ftfe^ where she waa first aM>rehended : At her Tryal she 
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*AflltiMddlltobeI«lietlMlaIi6hido(mfei8ed of henelf 

* or othei% tnd poniitod in this to hor Death, whkdi mido 
'oiAiijr foio-thiiik their too great forwaxdneat that way, 
•and moved the King to recall hia Conimiasion given oat 
'againat aoch Personal discharging all Froceedinga against 

* them, except in case of a voluntaiy Confession, till a solid 

* Older should be taken by the Estates tooching the form 

* that should be kept in their TiyaL' Tlius that famoua 
Historian. 

i. If two credible Penom $haU mftrtn upon Oaih (hat 
they Jiave eeen the party aeeueed epeaking eueh warde^ or 
doing thinge which none but such a$ have Familiariiy with 
ihe Devil ever did or eon do^ that^e a efficient Oround/or 
Conviction. 

Some are ready to say, that Wissards are not so unwise 
aa to do such things in the sightor hearing of others, but 
it is certain that they have very often been knovm to do so : 
How often have they been seen by others using Inchant- 
mentst Colouring to raise Storms t And have been heard 
oalling upcm their Familiar Spirits t And have been known 
to use Spells and Channst And to shew in a Glass or in 
a Shew-stone persons absent 1 And to reveal Secrets which 
eould not be discovered but by theDovilt Andhavenot 
men been eeen to do things which are above humane 
Strength, that no man living could do without Dy\bolical 
Assistances! Claudia was seen by Witnesses enough, to 
draw a Ship which no humane Strength oould move. 
Tueda a Vestal Virgin was seen to carry Water in a Sieve: 
The Devil never assists men to do supernatural things 
vndesired. When therefore such like things shall be teati* 
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fled against the aeonsad PMty not by apeetree which are 
Devila in the Sh^M of P^iaona either living or dead» but 
by teal men or women who may be oredited ; it ia pioof 
enough that aoeh an one has that Conversation andCorrea* 
pondenoe with the Devil, aa that he or ahe, whoever they 
be, ought to be exterminated from amongst man. Thia 
notwithstandinglwttladd; It were better thattenauspeeted 
Witches shouldescape,than that one innocentPeraon ahould 
be Condemned; that is an oM sayings and true, Fnetai 
reum nocentem abeolvi, gtfom ex prohibitii Indieiie ^ itte- 
gitima probatione condemnari. It is better that a Quilty 
Person should be absolved, than that he should without 
sufficient ground of Conviction be condemned. I had rather 
judge a Wiich to be an honest woman, than judge an 
honest woman as a Witch. The Word of God directe men 
not to proceed to the execution of the most capital offen- 
ders, until such time as upon searching diligently, the 
matter iB found to be a Truth, ami the thing certain, DtnL 
IS. 14, 15. 

An Acquaintance^ of mine at London, in his description 
of New-Snglaml dedares, that aa to their Religion, the 
people there are like Mr. Perkine; it is no dishonour to 
us, if that be found true: I am aorry that any amongst ua 
begin to slight so great a Man, whom the most Learned* 
in Foreign Lands, speak of with Admiration, on the ao* 
count of his polite and acute Judgment : It ia a gmve and 
good advice which he giveth in hia Discourse of Witch- 
crafts f Chap. 7. Sect. J.) wherewiUi I conclude ; « I would 

1 Mr. Merden in his Qeogra. Pl^. p. 077. 

• VoeUttS, Biblioth. 1. 9. Lsoos, in Oompend. Histor. 
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^IkeraloM wUh and 9dfim iUJimm wlio giv» the Vaidki 
* apou lifo and Death ia the Coiirt of AatiMi^ to U^ 
^he6d» that as thay bo diligent in leal of God'e gtor/i and 
'the good of hie Chiirdi, in detecting of Wiioheii hf all 
'suiBcient and lawful meana» ao likewiae they would be 
'careful what they do^ and not to condemn any party 
'aoipected upcm baie Preeumptiona^ without sound and 
^ sufficient Pioofs that they be not guilty through their own 
^Rashness of shedding Innocent Blood.' 
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I^HB Design of the preceding /XMsHMfaNp is 
not to plead for WitchciaftSi or to appsar as 
an Advocate for Witches : I hsTe thevefofe . 
written another Diseourse^ pioTing that theie 
are such horrid Cicatures as Witches in the Worid ; and 
that they are to be extirpated and out off from amongrt the 
People of Ood, which I have Thoughts and Inclinations in 
due time to publish ; and I am abundantly satisfied that 
there have been» and arc still most cursed Witchee in the 
Land. More than one or two of thoeenow in Vrison^have 
freely and credibly acknowledged their Communion and 
Familiarity with Uie Spirits of Darkness; and have also 
declared unto me the Time and Occasion, with the parti- 
cular Circumstances of their Ilellisli Obligations and 
Abominations. 

Nor is there designed any BeflecUou on thoee worthy 
Persons who have been concerned in the late Proceedings 
at Salem : They are wise and good Men, and have acted 
with all Fidelity according to their Light, and have out of 
tenderness declined the doing of eome thingi, which in our 
own Judgments they were satisfied about : Having there- 
fore so arduous a Case before them, Pitty and Prayers 
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fitlMr than Centafes aie thdr dm; on whlck aoooimt I 
am ifiaA that tbeie ii publithed to the Wotld(l)gr my Son) 
a Br€9tat$o/the TryalM of tome who were lately exeoutedi 
whereby I hope the tliiiiking part of Mankind will be aatie- 
iled|thatthere was more than that which ia called Spedre 
Svidefk!^ for the ConyicUon or the Pereona condemned. I 
waa not myself present at any of thoTiyalSi excepting onci 
m. that of Charge Burraugh$ ; had I been one of his 
Judges^ I conld not have acquitted him : For several Per* 
8o ns_did upon, Oath testifle, that they saw him do such 
^ngtt as" no MatTtKatb as jiot a De yiTto W his E amiljar 
wUd perfoquj ^ Aiirthe Judg» affimTlhatThoy^ave" 
not oonvictedanyone meerly on Uie account of mhaiSpectrea 
have saidi or of what has been represented to the Eyes or 
Imaginations of the sick bewitched Persons. If wliat is 
here exposed to publick view, may be a means to prevent It 
for the future, I shall not repent of my Labour in this Un- 
dertaking. I have been prevailed with so far as I am jiUe 
to discern the Tkuth in these dark Casos^ to declare my 
8entimentS| with the Aiguments which are of weight with 
mCi hoping that what is written may be of some Use to dis- 
cover the Depihi of Satan; and to prevent innocent ones 
having their Lives endangered, or their Ileputaiions ruinedt 
by being through the Subtility and Power of the Devils, in 
eonstderation with the Ignorance and Weakness of Ment 
involved amongst the Guilty. It becomes those of my 
Profeasion to be very tender in Cases of Blood, and to 
imitate our Lord and Master, }Vho ewM not to detit^oj/ the 
Ueee of Men^ but to eave them. 
I likewise design in what I have writteu, to give my 



teatfanony against these niOustiilabb waji of discovering 
Witchcrafts^ which some among na have ptatttised. I 
hear that of late there was a WUekrcake made with the 
TJrine of bewitched Cteatuna aa one Ingiedienti by seveial 
Petsona in a pbu)e, which has snffersd much bjr the Attack 
of Helluponit: Thisltake to be not only wicked Super- 
stiUmi, but gieat Folly: For tho* the Devil does sometimes 
operate with the Mupperimente, yet not always, especially if 
a Magical Faith be wanting. I shall here take oooasion 
to recite some Passages in a Letter, which I received from .>- 
ihatKminentinousaudleamedMan,Mr.&ii»itMf (7itk/orib; \ 
during my abode in London ; the Letter bears date Febr. \:>^ 
S6. 1690. Then take it in his own Wonls, which aie these ; 
' We have at this present one in our next Town, who haa 
' a Son who has strange Fits^ and such as they impute to 
* Witchcraft: lie come to consult with me about il^ but 
^before he came he had used a means which I should 
'never have directed him unto^ fir. He took the Nails of 
'his Son's Hands and Feet| and some of his Hair, and 
'mixed them in Rye-Paste with his Water, and so set it 
'all by the Fire till it waa consumed, and his Son (as he 
'says) waa well after, and free from his Fito for a whole 
'Month, but then they came again, and He tried that 
' meane a eecond time, ami then it mmtd not do; He tt. 
' moved his Son into Oambtidgeehire the next County, and 
' then he was well, but as soon as he brought him home he 
' waa afflicted as before. The Boy says. He saw a thing 
' like a Mole following of him, which once spoke to him, 
' and told him he came to do the Office he was to do : I 
' advised his Father to make use of the Medicine proscribed 
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* othert in this Town, that though they wtm undtr /!!• 
•handling at thay call it : One Family had thair Milk ao 
^affectadt that they could not poadlily make any Gheeae, 
^ but it hov*d and awelled, and was good for nothing: They 
^aro now rid of that trouUci but how they got rid of it I 

* do not know * : Thus my Letter. By which it ia evident 
that Towns in England as well as New-Engkmd are 
molested with DcnwrnB^ only I wish that the Superstitions 
practiced in other pkces to get rid of such trouUeeome 
Guests had never been known, much less used amongst us 
or UienL 

Some I hear have taken up a Notion, that the Book 
newly published by my Son, is contradictory to this of mine ; 
lis strange that such Imaginations should enter into the 
Minds of Men : I perused and approved of that Book before 
it was printed; and nothing but my Behition to him hindred 
me from recommending it to the World : Butmy self and 
Bon agreed unto the humble Advice which twelve Ministers 
eoncurringly presented before his Excellency and Council, 
respecting the present Difficulties, which let the World 
judge, whether there be anything in it dissentant from 
what is attested by either of us. 
• It waa in the Words following :— * 



) 



PosraoMiPT. 



TlMlUtttiiiofMfM»lMidaUn«MMaltMlliyldalMdlati». 
•od th« HoDoonble Ooonoil, apon Um iMMat Wlteb- 
onffai in Sdhm Tillags. 

Ww*^ Ke i^hend m» dej^loruble, that m think Oeit 

G«^iif^c(au/i,r the Mtmodh^^fftaP^rmm in their 
•wwtf a^port«Bt. II. Wteamut but with attnankfiO. 
nm OfknowMge, the Aweew which the mtrcifnl Ocdhu 
fftr«H unto theeednlous and ateiduoue JSndetuour, of our 
hommroMe IhOer*, to detect the abominable jyitOterafte 
yehieh have been eon»,utt«d in theCountrif; hmMy pnn- 
tnvthatthediecoeeryoftheee m^erkmand miecJ^^ 
Wiekedneeeee, may be perfided. HI. We judye that in 
the proeecutton </ theee, and att tueh fTitehemfte, then 
*T5 " *^* *^^ **' tJtquieite Caution, lot bu too 
nmh Credulity Jbr thinye received only upon the LetiTe 
Authority, there be a Door ojwned far a l<mg Train of 
meeraXAe Cmequencce, a»>d Satan get an a^lvantage over 
^,M fc^ fhouhlmt be ignorant of hie Devicte. IV. A, 
in ComptaiiOe upon Witchcraft,, there may be Uattere of 
^jutry, tchieh do not amount unto matter of PremnZ 

• ^^"^ •^^ *• ^'^'•'* */ Preemnption which yet 
may iw< WWi/a««,<i/'C(»Tktk»; » HUnece>e!^ 
/fhat all ProceeAng, thereabout be manayed with an exceed. 
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imM ismdMtm^A ioMud§ fkoa tkdtt mai/ b§ cMuvlittm^I ikf i 
ttpeeiaUy iffkm have been Pereane formerly itfan wMem- 
iiheJ BejMOalum. Y. When the JM Enquiry ie made 
Mo ihe (Xtrunutaneee qf Mdk ae may lie nnder any jtui 
Sn^^ieion of WHeherafte^ we eoM vriek that there may he 
admitted ae little ae ie poeeible^ of eneh Noiee, Company^ 
and Opennee$9 ae may too haeliiy earpo$e them thai are 
examined : and that there may nothing be need ae a Teet^ 
for the 2Vta/ of the muptded^ the Lawfidneee hereof may 
be doMed amomj the People of God; but thai the Direcr 
tione given by eueh Judieioue Writere ae Perkins and 
Bernard, be eoneuUed in eueh a Caee. V I. Prteumplicm 
whereupon Pereone may be committed^ and miueh tnore 
Conridiom^ whereupon Pereone may be condemned an 
guiUy of Witehcrafte^ ought certainly to be more consider' 
oUe, than barely the aecueed Pereon being repre^iented by a 
Spectre unto the Afflicted ; inaemuch ae 'tie an umloubted 
and a notorioue thing^ that a Dceman may^ by Goife 
Permimon^ appear even to HI purpoeee^ in ihe Shape of 
an innocent t yea^ and a vertuoue Man : Nor can we eeteem 
Alteratione made in the Sufferert^ by a Look or Touch of 
the Aecueed to be an it^fallible Evidence of OuSt; but 
frequently liable to be abueed by the DeviPe Legerdemaine. 
YII. We know not^ whether eome remarkaJde AffrontM 
given to the DevHe^ by our dUhdieving of thoee Teeti" 
moniee^ whom whole force and etrength iefrom them alotui^ 
$nay not put a Period^ unto the Progreee of the dreadful 
Oatatnity begun ujxm ue^ in the Accueation of no many 
Pereone^ uiiereofwehope^ eome are yet clear ftvm the gr^at 
Tranegremon laid unto their Ohoiye. VIII. Neveril^ 
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ieee^ We eannoi but humbly recommend unto He Uouem- 
ment^ the epeedy and vigoroue P i v ee e u H on of emk ae Unve 
rendered themeehee obnoitioue^ according to the Direction 
given in the Lawe qf Ood^ and the whoteeome Statutee of 
the Engliiih Nation, for the Detection of Wit^Aerqfte. 
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